
Christy Marr Hawkins had a 

secret  — her daddy was Santa.

“As long as I can remem-

ber daddy was Santa Claus,” 

Hawkins says. “He spread that 

Christmas cheer.”

John Marr played Santa in 

Blackshear and surrounding 

communities for decades, and 

took great pride in his responsi-

bility. Marr spread Christmas joy 

and hope everywhere he went.

When Hawkins and her sis-

ter, Mary Alice, were small, Marr 

would skip next door to change 

into his Santa suit before a par-

ty or community event so as not 

to spoil the secret. But, when 

Hawkins discovered her daddy’s 

good deed as a teenager, she was 

proud of their family secret.

“I thought ‘nice’ my daddy 

does something good,” Hawkins 

says, refl ecting back to when 

she fi rst learned of her daddy’s 

Christmas duties. “It was special 

to know that my daddy brought 
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Ethics complaints fi led against 

Blackshear City Council members 

Keith Brooks and Linda Gail Denni-

son have been dismissed.

Blackshear’s Board of Ethics con-

vened in their shortest meeting yet  

— three minutes  —  Thursday eve-

ning to read prepared statements dis-

missing two ethics complaints fi led in 

September against Brooks and Den-

nison.

Board Chairman Reginald Taylor 

read the statements and 

then presented Brooks and 

Dennison with a copy. The 

statements were signed by 

all three board members: 

Taylor, Mary Lott Walker 

and Bob Knapp.

“The Board of Ethics as 

a whole decided that this 

complaint against council 

woman Dennison does not 

meet the disciplinary juris-

diction of the city of Black-

shear. This complaint was 

presented to the Black-

shear Police Department, 

Attorney General George 

Barnhill and Georgia Bu-

reau of Investigation and 

neither took action,” Taylor 

read.

“Neither will we,” he 

told those in attendance.

Dennison thanked the 

board for their ruling and left the 

meeting. She did not return The 

Times’ call for further comment on 

the matter.

The board’s statement is correct. 

No further action has been taken 

against Dennison regarding Black-

shear Police Department’s investi-

gation into a report that Dennison 

reportedly threatened District Five 

residents Johnny and Beverly Carol 
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The number of COVID-19 (coro-

navirus) cases in Pierce began ris-

ing the week after Thanksgiving 

and continue to do so. If locals 

have large Christmas gatherings 

this week, area doctors expect the 

spike will continue into 2021.

“Numbers went up exponential-

ly starting a week after Thanks-

giving.  Unless people change 

Christmas plans, we can expect 

more of the same around the fi rst 

of the year,” said Dr. Brent Waters 

of Blackshear Family Practice.

BFP treated more than 50 pa-

tients for COVID-19 last week 

and 46 the week prior. Twenty pa-

tients tested positive for the virus 

in just two days time.

Waters urged Pierce Countians 

to keep wearing masks and social 

distancing, and advised folks to 

take the COVID-19 vaccine when 

it becomes available for the gener-

al public.

“My advice would be to keep 

doing the things that public health 

offi cials are recommending such as 

wearing masks and social distanc-

ing.  When the vaccine becomes 

available, please get it.  I will be 

getting mine at fi rst opportunity,” 

Waters said.

According to the school sys-

tem’s weekly report, positive cases 

kept ticking up in Pierce County 

Schools last week, too, 
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Crisp County athlete 

arrested for disorderly 

conduct Friday night   
                                                    – Page 5

A fi ght broke out in the end zone shortly 

after the Bear’s thrilling victory over Crisp 

County. Several fans jumped in to help law 

enforcement and coaching staff break up 

the brawl and one fan was nearly knocked 

unconscious by a blow from behind.

• News Editor 

Sarah Gove 

weighs in on the 

ethics board’s 

fi rst investiga-

tion – Page 4.

More Details

&
warmest wishes for a happy and healthy New Year!

‘OH BOY ... IT’S GONNA HAPPEN!’
                                                                  – Longtime Bears’ announcer John DuPont

CHRISTMAS MIRACLE: BEARS HEADED TO STATE
STOP 

RIGHT 

THERE

Austin Jernigan 

(No. 5) takes on 

a Crisp County 

Cougar defen-

sive lineman 

Friday night.

– Photo by 

Jennifer Carter 

Johnson
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Sixth-ranked Pierce County will 
make its fi rst-ever state championship 
game appearance after knocking off 
bullish Crisp County 25-13 in the Class 
AAA semifi nals.

“That’s the best fi nish I’ve ever been 
a part of in 24 years (coaching),” said 
head coach Ryan Herring, whose team 
won its eighth straight since its lone 

loss at Fitzgerald, which is undefeated 
and playing for the AA title. “Best I’ve 
ever seen.”

The Bears (12-1), winners of eight 
consecutive games, looked the visitors 
in the eye and didn’t blink nor back 
down going toe-to-toe with the fourth-
ranked Cougars (11-2), who have 
earned a reputation for extra curricular 

activities.
“We had fi lm from every game and 

they had personal fouls and unsports-
manlike penalties every game from the 
start of the season until the end,” Her-
ring said. “I knew if we had the offi ci-
ating, they’d get fl ags all night because 
that’s who they are and how they play 
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Christy Marr Hawkins gazes at one of her late father, John Marr’s, tailormade, cordu-

roy Santa Claus suits and smiles remembering all the Christmas cheer he brought to 

Pierce County boys and girls. Marr fi lled Santa’s boots for nearly 30 years. He’s prob-

ably best known for his role at the Waycross mall where he listened to the Christmas 

wishes of hundreds of good little boys and girls, relating those hopes and dreams 

back up to the North Pole, and for the Blackshear Christmas parades he frequented.

COVID19

cases on 

the rise

‘DADDY WAS SANTA’
Marr took pride in spreading Christmas 

cheer to good little boys and girls here

Courts 

close up 

as virus 

spreads

Dismissed: Ethics board rules on complaints

Christmas Christmas 
SectionSection
Read hundreds of youngsters’ 

Christmas memories, peruse their 

holiday artwork, fi nd out what ev-

eryone wants for Christmas plus 

best wishes from area merchants 

INSIDE this issue! Pages 1B-8C 

(Read more Santa letters and 

Christmas writings at www.theb-

lacksheartimes.com today!

Blackshear council members Keith Brooks, Linda Gail Dennison face no disciplinary action

A judicial emergency has been 

re-instated for the Waycross Judi-

cial Circuit due to a recent spike of 

COVID-19 (coronavirus). 

Chief Circuit Judge Dwayne 

Gillis declared a judicial emergen-

cy last week. The move effectively 

suspends all but the most essential 

judicial proceedings. 

The initial emergency was de-

Continued on Page 5

BY SARAH TARR GOVE

News Editor


