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She’s standing on the cor-

ner  waving — not for money or 

for recognition — but to praise 

God.

Earlene Sharp loves the 

Lord so much for saving her 

life — twice — that she devotes 

at least one hour every day 

to sharing that love with oth-

ers on the southeast corner of 

Main Street and U.S Highway 

84 in Patterson.

“I wouldn’t be here at all 

if it weren’t for God,” Sharp, 

63, said last week as she held 

up her blue and white “Jesus 

Saves” sign and waved at pass-

ing motorists in front of the 

Circle K gas station.

She said she decided last 

August to first join another cor-

ner fixture known to her only 
as Brian at Main Street and 

Highway 84 in Blackshear af-

ter seeing him and hearing him 

on his megaphone for the first 
time while pulled in at McDon-

ald’s.

“I used to stand on corners 

in Miami with the Church of 

God down there when I was 

younger, but Brian was the 

first person I’d seen in Geor-

gia doing it,” the Evergreen 

Church member said. 

It didn’t take her long, how-

ever, to realize she’d rather be 

on a corner closer to her Pat-

terson home so she could more 

easily ride her bicycle when the 

BY K.T. MCKEE

Staff Writer

McClendon is 

grand marshal 

of MLK parade
Pierce County’s Martin Luther King Day 

parade will take place beginning at 10 a.m. 

Monday, January 17. 

The parade will assemble at 8:30 a.m. at 

the Board of Education Central 

Office on Main Street. Parade 
organizer Isaac Moses reminds 

participants to come early for 

line up. 

“We will begin the parade 

promptly at 10 a.m.,” he said. 

Pierce County native Dr. 

Rodney P. McClendon will be 

the grand marshal of this year’s 

parade. 

The parade will travel down 

Main Street to the Courthouse 

and then turn left on to U.S. 

Highway 84. The parade will travel down 

Highway 84 and turn right on Ware Street 

and will disband at the Lee Street Resource 

Center. 

“We encourage everyone to come out and 

participate in the parade,” said Moses.

The parade is always held on the Mon-

day of the federal holiday celebrating MLK’s 

birthday.

COVID-19 protocols will be in place for this 

The Pierce County Commission 

and Board of Education both ap-

proved new county district maps 

at their regular meetings last 

week. 

The school board approved 

their map at their work session 

Jan. 4. The school board moved 

up its work session two days to 

expedite the approval process for 
the maps. The county approved its 

map at its meeting Jan. 4. 

The county and school board 

will keep four districts under the 

plan, but the size of the districts 

saw some changes this year. 

The district maps must be re-

viewed and redrawn after every 

census. 

The maps still have to pass 

judicial review and must be ap-

proved by this year’s session of the 

Georgia General Assembly. They 

maps will be used in this year’s 

election cycle and will be in use 

until the next census in 2030. 
The Southern Georgia Regional 

Commission drew the maps. 

Once the maps are approved, 

all county registered voters will 

receive new precinct cards inform-

ing them of the district they will 

County commission, BOE districts change 

as local redistricting maps are approved  

Sharp shares love of Jesus with a wave

Pierce County’s own Stetson Bennett IV 

led the Georgia Bulldogs vs. Alabama in 

the NCAA National Football Championship 

Monday night winning the National Cham-

pionship 33-18. Bennett was named the 

offensive player of the game after throw-

ing two touchdowns in the fourth quarter. 

Bennett’s hometown has cheered him on 

during the past week as area television sta-

tions and other media outlets have featured 

Blackshear in their coverage. Pierce County 

Schools observed Stetson Bennett IV Days 

last Friday and Monday in honor of the 

2017 PCHS graduate. An event was held 
Friday morning at Bear Stadium. Shown 

left is Stetson Bennett IV (#13) holding the 

National Championship trophy after the 

game. See more coverage next week.

Stetson Bennett IV wins National 
Championship game with Bulldogs

The county approved new county district maps for Pierce County Board of Commissioners and Pierce County Board of Education.

BY JASON DEAL

News Editor

Earlene Sharp, right, with her 

favorite sign. She feels it’s 

important everyone asks for 

forgiveness of their sins and 

accepts Jesus in order to 

secure their place in Heaven.
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County commission, school board and judi-
cial seats will be up for election in Pierce County 

this spring. 

Commissioners voted to set qualifying fees 

for the offices up for election this year during 
their regular meeting Jan. 4. 

County Chairman and districts 2 and 4 on 
the county commission and state court solicitor 

are all up for election in the partisan primaries 

May 24.
State court judge, school board chairman and 

Qualifying 

fees set for 

local offices
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