
Waycross Judicial Circuit District Attor-
ney George E. Barnhill is under investiga-
tion by the U.S. Department of Justice for 
his handling of the shooting 
death case of Ahmaud Arbery 
of Glynn County. 

Barnhill is the district at-
torney for the six-county Way-
cross Judicial Circuit, which 
includes Pierce County. 

Barnhill says he welcomes 
the investigation.

“As to any review or in-
vestigation into my offi ce, I 
welcome the investigation 
and I already have reached 
out to the local Georgia Bu-
reau of Investigation offi ce to 
tell them we will cooperate 
and provide any documents, 
text logs, phone calls, emails, 
timelines and other informa-
tion they need,”  Barnhill said.   

Barnhill declined addition-
al comment citing the pending 
investigation. 

The Arbery case has gener-
ated extensive national media 
coverage following the release 
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raduation ceremonies 
for the Class of 2020 
has been delayed until 

July 17, but the class will offi cially 
graduate this Friday, May 22.

The graduation ceremony has 
been postponed due to the threat 
posed by COVID-19 (coronavirus). 
(See related story).

Top honor grads Kade Davis 
Scott and Hannah Taylor Belew 
will lead the class of 2020. 

The 248-member Pierce County 
High School (PCHS) Class of 2020 
includes 50 honor graduates. 

Scott earned valedictorian hon-
ors, while Belew is the salutatori-
an. 

Scott is the grandson of Kenny 
and Charline Davis and he has one 
sister, Makenzie Scott, who is a ju-
nior at PCHS.

While at PCHS, Scott played 
football for the Bears as a wide re-
ceiver all four years and also ran 
track his freshman and sophomore 
years and participated in weight-
lifting his junior and senior years.

Scott is a member of the Beta 
Club and served on the Junior 
Board of Directors for First South-
ern Bank. He was selected as Ex-
change Club Student of the Month 
for October, 2019 and was voted by 
his classmates as “Most Intellectu-
al” superlative. 

He is active at Youmans Chapel 

Baptist Church. 
After graduation, Scott plans 

to attend Georgia Southern Uni-
versity in Statesboro and major 
in chemistry. He plans to go from 
there to medical school to be an an-
esthesiologist. 

Scott 
c r e d i t s 
his grand-
parents for in-
spiring him to do 
well in everything he 
does. 

“They have been ded-

icated to me and have pushed me 
hard to do well through the years,” 
he said. 

Belew is the daughter of Greg 
and Holly Belew and sister to 
Christopher Leggett.

While 
at PCHS, 
Belew has 
been a member of the 
varsity cheerleading 
team and the varsi-
ty soccer team. She 
says she was honored 
to be a two-time state 
cheerleading champi-
on and was fi rst team 
all region on the soccer 
team.

She is also a member 
of the Beta Club and 
the Chik-fi l-a® Leader 
Academy. She  was vot-
ed by her classmates as 
“Most Intellectual” su-
perlative and was also 
selected as a member of 
the homecoming court. 
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‘I welcome 
the investi-
gation and 

I already 
have  
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to the local 

Georgia 
Bureau of 
Investiga-
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to tell them 
we will co-
operate.’

– George Barnhill
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Motorists on SW and NW 
Central Avenues in Blackshear 
better pay attention.

A section of the street that 
runs parallel to the railroad 
tracks from Main Street to Tay-
lor Street is now one-way only.

“We’ve come to the conclu-
sion the best way to do it is 
go with diagonal parking and 
make it a one-way street,” says 
Mayor Kevin Grissom. “Both 
sides of the railroad track will 
be one way. You turn in off of 
Main Street ... It will only be for 
that block, up to Taylor Street, 
and then it continues on being 

two-way.”
The road widens to two-way 

traffi c past Taylor Street. (Tay-
lor Street is located between 
Garden Cafe and Blackshear 
City Hall on SW Central Ave. 
and between Zach & Isabelle 
Hair Salon and The Sycamore 
Tree on NW Central Ave.)
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BY SARAH TARR GOVE

News Editor

Valedicto-
rian Kade 

Scott gets a 
big “Bear” 

hug from his 
great-grand-
mother, Lois  

Simmons, 
while his 

uncle Tommy 
Morgan and his 

grandmother, 
Charline Davis, 
look on. School 
admins. made 

a home visit 
to announce 

Scott’s honor in 
person. Photo 

by Chandler 
Watson.

BY JASON DEAL

Staff  Writer

STOP AND LOOK
Central Ave. now one way

Barnhill 
welcomes 
scrutiny
DOJ investigates Waycross DA’s 
handling of Ahmaud Arbery case

Times to host 
political forum

The Times will host a 
political forum for Pierce 
County Sheriff’s candi-
dates as planned — but 
the format will be a 
unique one. 

The forum will be con-
ducted digitally and video will 
be available on The Times’ Facebook page and 
website at 7 p.m. Friday, May 22.

The forum was originally planned for Mon-
day, April 20, but was postponed owing to the 
threat posed by COVID-19 (coronavirus). 

“We want to be able to offer voters a chance 
to hear from the candidates, but at the same 
time, we want to protect everyone’s health 
and safety,” said Times publisher Matt Gard-
ner. “Doing the forum digitally will allow us to 
strike the right balance between the two.”

Sheriff Ramsey Bennett is being challenged 
by Blackshear Police Department Major Robby 
Boatright, retired Georgia Department of 
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CLASS OF 2020

Grads will
celebrate
at home Fri.
Scott, Belew top list of 
50 Honor Graduates
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Mayor Kevin Grissom points to a spray paint-
ed dot on the pavement marking the center 
of the road.

LOOK INSIDE FOR A SPECIAL GRADUATION KEEPSAKE!
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