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ierce County High 

School’s Class of 2022 

had an early gradua-

tion ceremony, avoid-

ed the heat and storms and 

stepped onto the “highway” of 

adulthood Friday night.

The 211 members of the 

class received their diplomas 

Friday night before a capacity 

crowd at Bear Stadium. 

The ceremony was moved up 

90 minutes to 6:30 p.m. on the 

advice of the National Weather 

Service, which was predicting 

thunderstorms at the sched-

uled time of 8 p.m. 

While thunderstorms were 

in the vicinity to the north and 

south, PCHS grads enjoyed 

breezy and comfortable condi-

tions, breaking an early-season 

heatwave that pushed tem-

peratures to the high 90s Fri-

day afternoon. 

The “highway of life” was a 

recurring theme through the 

evening as both Valedictorian 

Fisher Crews and Salutatorian 

Benjamin Crews referenced it, 

as did Class President Willie 

White III in giving the inspira-

tion. Both the class song “Life 

is a Highway” and the parent 

dedication “My Wish” reflected 
that theme. A senior ensemble 

made up of Aliciyah Ivey, Bray-

dan Kirkland, Joeyly Myrick, 

Gavin Vaverchak, Abigail Rob-

erson, Willie White, Danielle 

Titchen, Naila Jordan, Cam-

mie Johnson, Kiya Harris, Lily 

Varnes, Brooke Herrin, Nige-

ria Hardy, Yulissa Perez and 

Angelica Mitchell gave spirit-

ed performances of both of the 

Rascal Flatts tunes, complete 

with choreographed dance 

moves and guitar riffs. Class-

mates joined in on the songs.

F. Crews took his classmates 

on a journey of remembering 

P

‘Stepping into the highway of life’
PCHS Class of 2022 moves up ceremony to 

avoid storms; 211 members receive diplomas

Double Diplomas 

Record number of twins 

graduate in class of 2022

Some joke there must 

have been something in 

Pierce County’s water that 

produced an unusual num-

ber of twins some 17 or 18 

years ago.

The official count for this 
year’s Pierce County High 

graduating class is seven 

sets of twins, but word is 

there were  at least two or 

three other sets in the same 

class that happened to move 

off before they reached the 

higher grades.

“There were more,” fra-

ternal twin Jade Davlin said 

as her sister Hayley and two 

other fraternal twins, Carter 

and Kayla Johnson, nodded 

in agreement recently when 

gathered together at the 

school for a chat with The 

Blackshear Times.

PCHS Counselor Angela 

Milton said she had no idea 

there were additional sets of 

twins in years past. She was 

already shocked by the re-

alization of seven pairs. She 

initially thought there were 

six sets.

“Oh wow,” Milton wrote 

in an email. “I didn’t know 

that. Wonder who. I have 

been here 20 years and am 

clueless.”

To make matters even 

more confusing, there are 

two twins named Luke Ben-

nett.

There’s Luke H. Bennett, 

who is a younger brother to 

UGA star quarterback Stet-

son Bennett IV. He has a 

fraternal twin brother Knox. 

Their parents are pharma-

cists Stetson Bennett III and 

Denise Bennett.

Then there’s Luke C. Ben-

nett, who is the only identi-

cal twin in the bunch with 

his brother Matthew. They 

are the sons of local attorney 

and State Court Judge Dan 

Bennett and his wife, PCHS 

English teacher Kristi Ben-

nett. 

There are yet another set 

of twins with the last name 

Bennett: Maggie and Na-

Center photo, the class of 2022 enters the field prior to the gradu-

ation ceremony. Top left, a memorial was placed in honor of Pey-

ton Joshua Sweat. Top center left, Timothy Allen Everson smiles 

during the ceremony. Top center right, Salutatorian Benjamin 

Crews address those in attendance. Top right, Valedictorian 

Fisher Crews encourages his classmates during his address. 

Middle right, class president Willie White III gives words of inspi-

ration. Bottom right, following the ceremony the Class of 2022 

tossed their hats in celebration.

                                       – Photos by Jennifer Carter Johnson

The Blackshear Times 

will be open for normal busi-

ness hours Memorial Day, 

Monday, May 30, but will be 

closed Friday, May 27, for the 

holiday.

Owing to production re-

quirements, The Times will 

open at 8:30 a.m. and close at 

6 p.m. Monday. 

Next week’s edition will be 

published as normal, Wednes-

day, June 1. The Times will 

be available on the newsstand 

Tuesday evening and in the 

mail Wednesday. 

Deadlines for submissions 

will remain the same. News 

items and advertising for next 

week’s issue should be turned 

in by 5 p.m. Friday, May 27, 

and sooner when possible.

Submissions should be 

sent to mail@blackshear-

times.news or delivered to our 

office at 121 SW Central Ave. 

in downtown Blackshear.

The Times to be closed for Memorial Day

By Jason De al

News Editor

Six of the seven sets of twins graduating from PCHS this 

year are, from top right, Luke and Matthew Bennett, Hayley 

and Jade Davlin, Carter and Kayla Johnson, Knox Bennett 

and Donelius Johnson without their twins Luke and Dale-

izah, Nathan and Maggie Bennett (front right) and Braydan 

and Emma-Kate Kirkland. It was the first time they’d all 

posed for a photo since their freshman year.  

               -Photo by K.T. Mckee

Continued on Page 3b

By K.T. McKe e

Staff Writer

Results were tallied Tuesday night, May 24 after The Times deadline for the week. Results will be 

available on Facebook and online at www.theblacksheartimes.com Tuesday night. 

SEE PRIMARY ELECTION RESULTS ONLINE

Continued on Page 2

see page 7

Lady Bear 

Golfers 

are State 

Champs

**************


