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If you paid $1 for this paper off a 
news rack, we thank you! You can 
save $17 per year by having it deliv-
ered to your mailbox each week by 
subscribing online at theblackshear-
times.com or calling our office at 
912-449-6693.

Weekly Savings
• Wall’s IGA     • Kroger
• Save Coupons • Jot Em Down
• Farmer’s & Builder’s (Ace)

Smith Family Farm 

gets Centennial honor

Ashley Smith Fletcher 
and her mom, Micki Smith, 
quickly discovered that prov-
ing the family’s 1,000-acre 
farm in Bristol deserves a 
“Centennial Family Farm” 
designation by the State 
of Georgia is about as cot-
ton-pickin’ hard as the farm-
ing itself. 

To Ashley, however, all 
the work was well worth it to 
be able to surprise her father, 
Jerry Smith, with the special 
recognition on his 67th birth-
day in November of 2020.

“He’s always loved history 
– especially his family’s his-
tory – and was always real 
interested in his ancestry, so 
I thought it’d be something 
unique to give him as a gift, I 
guess,” Ashley, now of Tifton, 
explained. “He’s very hard to 
buy gifts for.” 

Ashley, the couple’s only 
offspring and the end of their 
direct family line, said her 
father had seen something 
about the Centennial Farm 
Program on public television 
earlier in 2020 and that’s 
what lit the fire under her 
to pursue it for him. But she 
had no idea what she was ac-
tually getting herself into at 
the time when she started 
working on the application 
that May.

Ancestry records, deed 
documents, photographs, 
crop yields and land trans-
fers from both the Pierce 
County and Appling County 
courthouses were necessary 
to include in the paperwork.

And all that was made 
even more challenging by 
courthouse fires and the loss 
of Jerry’s parents’ home to a 
fire in 1984. 

“We lost a lot of photo-
graphs of the farm when his 

parents’ house burned down,” 
Micki, 59, said recently at the 
home on the corner of Harry 
Road and T.J. Smith Road 
she’s shared with Jerry since 
their wedding in 1980. “Ash-
ley even found court records 
that had sear marks on them 
from a fire. She was probably 
lucky to get what she did.”

All their diligence final-
ly paid off when Jerry and 
Micki were, indeed, awarded 
an official certificate and two 
large yellow and black metal 
signs proclaiming they were 
a Georgia Centennial Farm 
as of Oct. 2, 2020. 

“I was well pleased,” Jer-
ry, now 68, said of the award. 

He can now add that to 
his collection of about 160 
tiny toy tractors displayed on 
large book shelves and in a 
protective china cabinet. 

Due to COVID-19, the 
award ceremony in Perry, on 

BY K.T. MCKEE

Staff Writer

Commissioners 

okay sweeping 

salary overhaul

County commissioners unanimously approved a massive 
$755,000 overhaul of county employee salaries at their regu-
lar monthly meeting last Tuesday night. 

County Chairman Neal Bennett said he believed the 
overhaul would be a “big deal” for county employees. 

“I think it will help our employees and they will appre-
ciate it and it will let them know how much we appreciate 
them.  It will certainly help their feelings and help boost 
morale,” he said. 

Sheriff Ramsey Bennett called the salary overhaul “the 
most significant event in Pierce County in 100 years.”

All county employees will receive raises. The raises av-
erage between $1,700 and $1,800 with the largest being 
$6,900. The changes will go into effect April 23. 

Chairman Bennett said the cost of the salaries will be 
covered by $475,000 in funding from the American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act (ARRA)  and another almost $280,000 
from the county’s contingency fund. ARRA funding is part of 
the COVID-19 relief approved by Congress in recent years. 

Tuesday’s decision is the culmination of about four 
months of hard work in reviewing county employee salaries. 

First district commissioner Harold Rozier Jr. first asked 
for the salary study in December and third district commis-
sioner Randy Dixon set March 31, 2022 as a target date for 
its completion. 

Commissioners contracted with Excellence Exceeded in 
January in the amount of $20,000. 

Scott Johnson with Excellence Exceeded of Augusta made 
a presentation on the salary study at the commission meet-
ing. 

Johnson said the process is a complicated task. He said 
the company compared all of Pierce County’s positions and 
job descriptions to those of 10 other counties similar in size 
in terms of population and budget. 

Johnson said he worked with County Manager Jason 
Rubenbauer, County Chairman Neal Bennett, Sheriff Ben-
nett and Clerk of Court Thomas Sauls. 

Johnson said the group structured the pay grades based 
on the longevity of employees and also took into account cost-

Several sunrise services will 
take place in the community 
Easter Sunday. 

The Pierce County Minis-
terial Alliance (PCMA) has 
announced an Easter Sunrise 
Service will take place this 
Sunday, April 17. 

The service will be held at 7 
a.m. at  3819 St. Johns Church 
Road, on property of Journey at 
Faith Christian Fellowship. 

The services will be conduct-
ed by Pastor Keith Hughes. 

The community is invited to 
attend. 

Community Easter Sunrise 
Service will be held at Patter-
son Baptist Church at 7 a.m. 
Sunday, April 17. Bro. Nathan-
iel Anderson from Evergreen 
Baptist Church will be sharing 
God’s word. Breakfast will fol-

Micki and Jerry Smith show off their shiny new Georgia Centennial Farm sign at their Bristol 

home after Micki and their daughter, Ashley Fletcher, worked for six months in 2020 to prove 

the 1,000-acre farm deserved to be recognized by the state. It was presented to Jerry for his 

birthday that November.                 -Photos by K.T. McKee
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BY JASON DEAL

News Editor

Raises will cost county $755,000; Increases 

aimed at making salaries competitive in area

Railroad 
crossing 
closures 
to begin 
April 18

Several Pierce County rail-
road crossings will be closed 
for routine maintenance begin-
ning  next Monday, April 18.

CSX Railroad and South-
ern Commercial Development, 
LLC announced the closures 
last week. 

Pierce County closures in-
clude Georgia Highway 32/
Main Street in Patterson, clos-
ing April 18 and Son Thomas 
Way closing April 19, Aarons 
Way, closing April 20, Owens 
Road closing April 21, Home-
stead Road closing April 25  

of-living adjustments. 
Prior to the vote, Com-

missioner Rozier asked 
about adding a merit pay 
component to the pay 
structure to reward good 
employees. 

“The merit pay system 
has been tried a couple 
of times in the past and 
it doesn’t work because 
it is not equally applied,” 
said the sheriff. “We need 
someone in leadership 
positions who are willing 
to honestly assess an em-
ployee’s job performance 
and be willing to fire them 
if necessary. I will wave 

Happy Easter

April 17
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