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Saturday, August 14th • 11:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M.
Patterson Baptist Grounds • 5770 Main St, Patterson, GA 31557

Sharing the love of Christ to those in our community.

EVERYONE IS INVITED TO ATTEND • FREE FOOD
ACTIVITIES: Salty Axeman, Waterslides, Dunkin’ Booth, Snow Cones, Corn 

Hole, Face Painting, Jump House, Pie Eating Contest, Pie A Pastor & MORE!

PIERCE COUNTY 2021-2022 SCHOOL YEAR BEGINS

Patterson Elementary students started off the new year rocking and rolling 

to the beat of FloRida’s “Our House.” Opening day Wednesday morning, 

August 4, brought mostly hugs and smiles, but there was a tear or two as 

summer came to a close and the new school year got underway. Pictured  

above, teacher Jill Dowling is excited to see kindergartener Daniel DuPont, 

who takes the excitement in stride.          – Photo by Jason Deal

Midway Elementary School Kindergarten Teacher Mabry 

James welcomes new students Faith McFarland, left, and 

Ava Hodge on the first day of school  August 4 .  

                  – Photo by K.T. McKee

The annual Bear Bash Pep Rally Saturday night 
at Blackshear City Park was deemed a “huge suc-
cess,” drawing in an estimated 450 people as the rain 
stopped falling just in time.

“We didn’t hold a pep rally last year due to COVID, 
so it was nice to gather together and celebrate the 
start of the school year and recognize Fall sports 
and The Sound of Silver Band,” Main Street/Better 
Hometown Blackshear Manager Bethany Strickland 
said Monday. 

Keeping with its luau theme, the evening also fea-
tured the Jimmy Buffet cover band A1A and crowd 
members showing off their catching prowess as foot-
ball team members shot new Bear Pride T-shirts 
across the park lawn.

Large crowd 

attends Bear 

Bash in Park

Pierce County Board of Edu-
cation approved a tiny reduction 
in its millage rate at its work ses-
sion last week. 

The board voted to reduce its 
millage from the current rate of 
16.272 to 16.071 mills, a reduc-
tion of two tenths of a mill. 

With no reassessments and 
value remaining the same, a 
homeowner with a house valued 

at $100,000 can expect to pay 
about $8 less in taxes than last 
year under the millage reduction. 

The board voted to advertise 
the millage and its five-year his-
tory. (See a public notice in this 
week’s edition of The Times.)

Pierce County Schools ap-
proved a $35.18 million budget 
for fiscal year 2022. 

Of the total budget, about 

$8.87 million will come from local 
taxpayers. The remaining funds 
come from state and federal 
sources.  

The system will receive Ele-
mentary and Secondary School 
Emergency Relief  (ESSER) 
funds through the Coronavirus 
Aid, Relief, and Economic Se-
curity (CARES) Act/American 
Rescue Plan (ARP) recently ap-

proved by Congress.
The funds will be used to pay 

salaries and benefits and offset 
expenditures to the general fund. 

Local tax revenues are also 
projected to be up by about 
$400,000. 

The board will hold a called 
meeting at 8 a.m. Monday, Au-
gust 23, at the central office to set 
its millage rate. 

BOE CUTS MILLAGE RATE
Millage rate drops slightly from 16.272 to 16.071

Steven Reeves, left, and Brayden Peacock, second 

graders in Jennifer Murray’s homeroom at BES, wave 

during the first day of school.            -Photo by Matt Gardner

(See More back to school photos on Page 8)

PCHS spirit cheerleaders, l-r, Breeli Crosby, Sarahlenn 

Evans and Jordan Insco hold up Ellington Hill during 

the Bear Bash held in the Blackshear City Park August 

7. A large crowd attended the annual event.

The PCHS Sound of Silver performed during the 

Bear Bash. Pictured above, l-r, Katlyn Joyner, Blake 

Leverette, Jaelyn Murray, Zoe Lindsey and Patrick 

DeMember. See more photos from the event on page 

8.                                  -Photos by Sarah Gove


