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Three injured in accident on U.S. Highway 84

Mattox ready to go 

where Lord leads her
BY K.T. MCKEE

Staff Writer

There was a span of time between sec-
ond and 10th grade when Josie-Tatum 
Mattox knew she wanted to be class 
valedictorian. 

It wasn’t until her sophomore year at 
Pierce County High School that she had 
an epiphany regarding that long-time 
goal. 

“In 10th grade chemistry one day is 
when I specifically thought I wanted to 
be valedictorian so that I could give a 
presentation on the gospel in my (grad-

uation) speech,” the petite, soft-spoken 
18-year-old said last week. “It wasn’t 
about me anymore. That’s when my 
mindset shifted so it wasn’t about being 
number one, but in using it as an oppor-
tunity and a platform.” 

And while she never set out to be 
homecoming queen, she was hesitant 
to accept the crown until her mother, 
Robbie Beahan, pointed out to her that 
the honor, too, could become an avenue 
through which to share Christ’s love 
with others.

“She’s quite humble,” Beahan said 
Continued on Page 2

Satilla REMC

set to offer 

broadband in 

rural Pierce
Satilla Rural Electric Membership Corpo-

ration (REMC) will partner with Kansas City-
based Conexon Connect to offer high-speed 
broadband service to Pierce and eight other 
counties in southeastern Georgia.

The $150 million project will serve more than 
57,000 rural homes and businesses in Pierce as 
well as Appling, Atkinson, Bacon, Brantley, Cof-
fee, Jeff Davis, Ware and Wayne counties.

The project is expected to be completed within 
four to five years, with service available to some 
customers during the first quarter of next year.

“The promise of high-speed internet is a game 
changer for the homes and businesses in our 
service area,” said Romeo Reyes, president and 
CEO of Satilla REMC. “Our members have wait-
ed patiently for access to broadband, now consid-
ered an essential service in today’s digital world.

“It’s vital that rural Georgia remain competi-
tive and offer the same online choices to its res-
idents – whether it’s working and learning from 
home, running a home-based business, visiting 
a doctor online, or shopping for goods and ser-
vices.”

Continued on Page 7

Patterson now has its own 
farmer’s market. 

Locally grown produce and 
handmade products are now avail-
able for sale at the market, located 
inside Eagle Station, 3507 Wil-
liams Street, Patterson. 

The Farmer’s Market opened 
yesterday for the first time and 
will be available for all local farm-
ers and artisans to share their 
goods for sale. The market space is 
air conditioned.

The market will be open from 
noon-6 p.m. Tuesdays and from 
8:30 a.m.-noon Wednesdays. 

For more information or to 
reserve a space, please call  647-
5776. 

Patt’son 

to have 

Farmer’s 

market

Three people were injured in a car-tractor colli-
sion last Wednesday afternoon west of Patterson. 

Details are sketchy, but preliminary reports in-
dicate a car and tractor collided on U.S. Highway 
84 between Owens Crossing and Aaron’s Way, just 
west of the City of Patterson. 

The New Holland Tractor ended up upside down 

in the ditch on the shoulder of the roadway and the 
car sustained heavy front end damage. 

The Times could not confirm details of the ac-
cident, including how it occurred or the condition 
of those injured. The Georgia State Patrol (GSP), 
Waycross post, investigated the accident. The re-
port had not been completed by press time. Calls 

to the Waycross post were referred to GSP’s press 
office in Atlanta.

The Pierce County Sheriff’s Office, South Geor-
gia (Grady) EMS, the Georgia State Patrol and the 
Bearville and Otter Creek Stations of the Pierce 
County Volunteer Fire Department responded to 
the scene. 

Gov. Kemp 

lifts mask 

mandates 

in schools
Mask mandates put in place by 

school systems and local govern-
ments to combat COVID-19 have 
been lifted by Gov. Brian Kemp.

Kemp signed an executive 
order last Friday prohibiting 
schools from requiring students 
or employees to wear masks.

The lifting of mask require-
ments was among several restric-
tions the governor is eliminating 
as the coronavirus pandemic 
winds down in Georgia.

“As hospitalizations, cases, 
deaths, and percent positive tests 
all continue to decline —and with 
vaccinations on the rise — Geor-
gians deserve to fully return to 
normal,” Kemp said. “With safe 
and effective vaccines widely 
available and the public well-
aware of all COVID-19 mitigation 
measures, mandates from state 
and local governments are no lon-
ger needed.”

Effective through June 
15, Kemp’s order eliminates 
COVID-related rules for restau-
rants, bars, conventions, live 
performance venues and child-
care facilities. Previous executive 
orders repealed regulations for 
camps and sporting events.

The order lifting mask man-
dates in Georgia schools comes as 
school districts are wrapping up 
their 2020-21 terms. 

Limited guidelines remain for 
long-term care facilities. 

Dave Williams of the Capitol 

Beat News Service contributed to 

this report. 

Conexon officials Jonathan Chambers (left) 
and Randy Klindt (right) are shown with Satil-
la REMC chief executive officer Romeo Reyes 
(center).

Three injuries were reported in a car and tractor collision last Wednesday 
near Patterson. -Photo courtesy Merlene Crosby, Pierce County Fire and Rescue.

Car and tractor collision near Patt’son

Josie-Tatum Mattox (far right) with her family on a past road trip. They are, l-r, mom Robbie Beahan, 

stepdad Scott Beahan, Drew Mattox, Zeke Mattox, and Ellie Mattox. 
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