
First district commis-
sioner Harold Rozier Jr. 
will run for re-election. 

Rozier announced Fri-
day he will seek a third 
term on the county com-
mission. 

“I want to be able to 
contribute to helping our 
county and I think I can. I 

have been praying about 
it and I have been talking 
with constituents and they 
have encouraged me to 
run again,” said Rozier. 

Rozier has been com-
mitted to fi scal restraint 
throughout his time on the 
board. 

Rozier is a retired for-

ester with Union Camp. Prior 
to entering politics, he served on 
the Pierce County Board of Elec-
tions and Registration, including 
a stint as chairman. 

A native of Liberty County, 
Rozier served in Vietnam and 
later earned a bachelor of science 
degree in forestry from the Uni-
versity of Georgia. 

He and his wife, Mary, a 
Pierce County native, returned 
to the area in 2001. The Roziers 
have a daughter and son-in-law, 
Virginia and Trey Tison.

Though retired, Rozier main-
tains his business, Rozier For-
estry Service. He is a member 
of First Baptist Church and the 
Blackshear Rotary Club. 

An offi cial grand opening and ribbon cut-
ting for the new Pierce County High School is 
scheduled for Jan. 31 and Governor Brian Kemp 
and State School Superintendent 
Richard Woods are scheduled to 
be here for the occasion. 

School superintendent Dr. 
Kevin Smith made the announce-
ment last Thursday during the 
school board’s monthly work ses-
sion. 

The grand opening and ribbon 
cutting ceremony is slated for 2 
p.m. Friday, January 31, at the 
auditorium of the new school. 

Governor Kemp and Superintendent Woods 
have both confi rmed they will be in attendance, 
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A NEW TAKE ON 

HOMELESSNESS

he city park is clean. 
There’s no litter or evi-
dence of vagrants sleeping 

on area park benches, no pop-up 
tents or hammocks scattered on 
empty lots or people huddled on 
downtown corners asking for spare 
change. There have been no reports 
of people bathing in the Courthouse 
fountain either.

Does homelessness exist here in 
our quaint little community?

Homelessness is a problem most 
locals don’t see, but those actively 
working with our community’s most 
vulnerable population all agree  — 
the multiple challenges that accom-
pany lack of secure housing is the 
biggest crisis families in need face 
here, outranking shortages of food 

and clothing.
“It’s our biggest problem,” says 

Donna Dixon, president of The Syc-
amore Tree, a Blackshear benevo-
lence ministry.

In 2018, Sycamore Tree spent 
$12,000 on temporary lodging at 
Oak Plaza Motel for homeless indi-
viduals and families, assisting 52 
families, a total of 112 people. Those 
numbers were down last year. The 
Sycamore Tree spent $8,380, provid-
ing temporary lodging for 44 fami-
lies and a total of 101 people in 2019.

In 2018, several organizations in 
Ware and Pierce invested $19,303 in 
emergency shelter, served 4,223 peo-
ple in crisis and spent $209,194 on 
utilities for families in need. A total 
of $236,962 was spent by seven com-
munity partners. 

Dixon, who has been at the helm 
Continued on Page 5

Will the old Pierce County High School be 
torn down?

That’s the question facing the Board of Ed-
ucation now that the new high school has been 
completed. 

BOE members discussed the future of the old 
building during their work session last Thurs-
day morning. 

Assistant superintendent for fi nance Le-
Vance Gay asked for guidance on what to do 
with capital improvement projects this summer. 

The board has several special purpose local 
option sales tax (SPLOST) projects in the works, 
awaiting the completion of the new high school. 
Disposition of the old high school is included in 
the fi nancing for the new one. 

Additional pending projects include parking 
lot and track upgrades at the middle school and 
insulation and air conditioning upgrades at oth-
er locations in the school system.

Planning meetings have been underway for 
almost two years about what to do with the old 
high school once the new school is completed.

Gay said a number of good ideas had been 
given for use of the old building, but he said few 
of them are economically feasible. One of the 
main ones has been salvaging the gym for use 
for team practices at the high school and for rec-
reation department use. 

“We will no longer receive any state money 
for the building,” he said. “We said it was too 
old to renovate and maintain, so the state gave 
us facilities monies to build a new one. They 
will not provide any additional funds for the old 
school.”

Gay explained all future expenditures on the 
old building will be on local taxpayers. 

Board member Chip Griner asked Gay and 
Facilities and Maintenance Director Harbin 
Farr for direction. 

“We need the right information to make a de-
cision,” he said. 

Continued on Page 2
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• OATH is a nonprofi t formed last year to serve the home-

less communities in Pierce, Ware and Brantley Counties. 

The group recently held a ribbon cutting at the future OATH 

Day Center on Brunel Street in Waycross. – Page 1B
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Evelyn Washington was a young, scared mother of two small children with a third on the way when she became homeless years ago. Now she aims to 

help others in the same situation through her role as a board member of the Okefenokee Alliance for the Homeless. Read her story – Page 5

Recently hired OATH Navigator Niki Spivey also serves as director 

of DC Downtown Food Ministry in Waycross. Pictured above, Spivey 

packs food bags at DC Downtown. Read her story – Page 5

Rozier to seek re-election to BOC

What fate 
awaits old 
high school?

‘I lived ‘I lived 

under an under an 

oak tree’oak tree’

BOE mulls all options for 

former PCHS, including 

complete demolition

OATH offers hand up rather than hand 

out in an effort to transition homeless to 

safe and secure housing in Pierce County

Gov. Kemp to 

attend PCHS 

grand opening

Students head to class for 

the very � rst time in the 

new PCHS Monday. 

              – Page 2

– Evelyn Washington, recalling her stint of 

homelessness as a pregnant mom of two.

Gary Simmons, retired longtime game warden with the Georgia  Department of Natural Resources (DNR), announced his candidacy for Sheriff of Pierce Count M
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Simmons 
to enter 
race for 
PC Sheriff
Retired DNR warden joins three other candidates

New PCHS, new 
traffi c light, stellar 
football season 
dominated 2019 
news in Pierce

At right, BPD Chief Chris Wright runs speed detection radar on motorists as they approached the County Farm Road/U.S. Highway 84 school zone last April after fi refi ghter Johnnie Anderson was hit directing traffi c.

At left, a bomb sniffi ng dog walks toward Pierce County Middle School on Mar-tin Luther King, Jr. Day last January, his handler not far behind, after a PCMS stu-dent posted a bomb threat to the school’s Facebook page earlier that day. The threat was discovered to be a hoax and the teenwas later sent
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