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Installation of new turf at Bear Sta-
dium is going well, but stadium reno-
vations will take a while longer.

Harbin Farr, maintenance director 
for Pierce County Schools, said work 
on the turf installation is on schedule, 
but the renovations to the stadium 
won’t begin until late August at the 
earliest.

Farr gave the update at the Board 

of Education’s monthly work session 
last Thursday. 

“Barring any weather delays, the 
turf should be in place by sometime in 
August,” Farr said. “We are still wait-
ing on architectural plans for the sta-
dium improvements to be completed. 
That will probably come in August, as 
well.”

The turf should be in place in time 
for this fall’s football season. The 
Bears will be road warriors for the first 
part of the season, playing four away 

games. Their home opener on the new 
turf won’t be until Friday, September 
24 vs. Fitzgerald. 

Sports Turf Company, Inc. of 
Whitesburg is installing the turf at 
a total cost of $889,529. Sports Turf 
is a state-approved low price vendor, 
meaning the school board did not have 
to seek bids for the project.

The old grass playing surface has 
been removed, the field has been grad-
ed and drainage has been installed.
Padding and a cooling system will then 

be placed and the turf installed on top 
of that. 

The turf will feature padding, 
which helps to provide a firm playing 
surface, lessening strain on tired legs 
and improving footing. The turf is also 
designed to reduce potential concus-
sions.

The new turf will also feature a 
cooling system that lessens the tem-
perature on the playing surface, which 
improves player safety, especially 
during summertime heat. 

The turf system has a high up-
front installation cost, but eliminates, 
maintenance and upkeep costs associ-
ated with natural grass. The turf also 
comes with a 10-year warranty.

 The turf will feature “Pierce” and 
“Bears” in school colors in the end 
zones and the Pierce County “P” in col-
or at midfield. 

Farr explained the system’s archi-
tect, SP Design Group of Macon, is still 
working on finalizing construction 
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Bear stadium turf installation going well

Emmanuel 
fireworks 
rescheduled

There will be a fireworks 
display in Blackshear — but 
it has been postponed to La-
bor Day, Monday, Septem-
ber 6. 

Inclement weather forced 
postponement of the display 
originally planned for Sun-
day night, July 4. 

Emmanuel Baptist 
Church of Blackshear is 
sponsoring the display.

Pastor Jerad Johnson 
confirmed the reschedule 
Monday afternoon. 

A rain storm set in Sun-
day night about the time the 
fireworks were to begin. 

Johnson said the fire-

works contractor advised 
cancelling the display as a 
safety precaution and due to 
concerns over the quality of 
the show.

The upcoming Labor 
Day display will mark the 
first-ever held in Blackshear 
in recent memory and will be 
the first time Pierce County 
has had an fireworks show 
since Patterson’s longtime 
Spirit of Liberty Indepen-
dence Day celebration was 
discontinued in 2015. True 
Life Church of Patterson 
sponsored a fireworks show 
the following year, but there 
hasn’t been a display since. 

Answers by Faith aims to follow Jesus

Pierce County is expected 
to experience heavy rain and 
high wind as Tropical Storm 
Elsa passes through sometime 
today, July 7.

Chuck Yeargin, Pierce 
County’s Deputy Emergency 
Management Director, said 
late Monday that current pro-
jections from the National 
Hurricane Center call for the 
storm to pass by as a weak 
tropical storm or a tropical 
depression sometime during 
the day today. The exact path 
of the storm was unknown at 
press time, but Elsa is pro-
jected to pass close to Pierce 
County as it comes in from the 
Gulf of Mexico, crosses Florida 
and hugs the eastern Atlantic 
coast.

“We urge everyone to re-
main vigilant and keep up with 
weather conditions, especially 
Wednesday,” said Yeargin. 

Yeargin said the main threat 
from the storm will be heavy 
rain from 2-4 inches, especially 
on top of the already saturated 
grounds from recent summer 
thunderstorms. Yeargin said 
wind gusts could be as high as 
tropical storm force at 39 miles 
per hour causing wind damage 
and power outages. 

Additional information and 
updates will be posted to The 

Times’ Facebook page. The 
latest forecast path and watch-
es and warnings will also be 

Tropical Storm Elsa expected to 

drop heavy rain on Pierce Co.

available at nhc.NOAA.gov 
and weather.gov/Jax..

The first hurricane of the 

Atlantic season, Elsa wreaked 
havoc in the Caribbean and 
across Cuba before taking aim 

at Florida’s Gulf Coast after 
being downgraded to a tropical 
storm.

Gordon Ross aims to follow 
Jesus  — in more ways than 
one.

Since 2013, Ross has taken 
dozens of trips to Haiti where 
he is helping establish a mis-
sion station in one of the coun-
try’s poorest areas and sharing 
the Gospel with the villagers 
who live there. 

Ross also puts his carpentry 
skills to good use, building a 
school and church at the mis-
sion in Maissade. The Patter-
son native works to meet peo-
ple’s needs with his hands and 
with his words. 

Just like Jesus.
“My heart is for mission 

work and to win people to 
Christ,” he said modestly. 

Ross keeps returning to 
Haiti because he feels called to 
the work.

“I was ‘hooked’ when the 
Lord went fishin’,” Ross said. “I 
invested in the kingdom. I did 
all I could to get the mission 
station going.” 

When Ross returns to Pierce 
County, he doesn’t hang up his 
tool belt. He’s also building the 
headquarters for Answers by 
Faith, the mission organization 
funding that station in Mais-
sade, Haiti. 

Answers by Faith received Answers By Faith is a non-profit mission organization 

headquartered in Pierce County.Continued on Page 2
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