
Some people can juggle two, four or maybe six 
balls in the air  — the Guinness World Record is 
11.

Keith Brooks can handle more than 20, but he’s 
not tossing and catching balls. He spent nearly 30 
years juggling airplanes enroute from one airport 
to another as an air traffi c controller (ATC) at the 
Jacksonville Air Route Traffi c Control Center in 
Hilliard, FL. 

One Tuesday morning, however, Brooks’ com-
puter screen monitor was clear. He’d been in-
structed to ground all his planes. 

The date was September 11, 2001.
Most Americans remember it as the day our 

Twin Towers fell. Brooks remembers it as the 
only time in U.S. history when the National Air-
space System (NAS) was shut down.

When Brooks and his fellow ATCs fi rst heard a 
plane had struck the World Trade Center in New 
York, they suspected it was a small, private plane. 
Perhaps it had gotten off course somehow, they 
thought. Then word came that a second plane had 
struck the towers and they started to hear reports 
of a possible hijacking.

Brooks began instructing his pilots to lock 
their cockpit doors and not allow entrance for any 
reason. He explained what was going on in New 

 THIS NEWSPAPER WAS PLACED IN THE MAIL TO YOU ON TUESDAY AFTERNOON. IF IT ARRIVES LATE, PLEASE CONTACT YOUR POSTMASTER. © 2019 The Blackshear Times

If you paid $1 for this paper off 
a news rack, we thank you! You 
can save $17 per year by having 
it delivered to your mailbox 
each week by subscribing online 
at theblacksheartimes.com or 
calling our offi ce at 449-6693.

Weekly Savings
• Wall’s IGA • Kroger 
• Dollar General     • Harvey’s
• VCI/Aetna

BY SARAH TARR GOVE

News Editor

BY JASON DEAL

Staff  Writer

*****
INTEREST FREE

FINANCING!

EASY
IN-STORE

†FINANCING!On purchases of $1999 or more with your Synchrony Financial credit card made between 
2/27/18 and 3/24/18. 48 equal monthly payments required. See back page for details.

**
CREDIT CHECK

OPTION AVAILABLE!

OROR

GET QUICK & EASY PRE-APPROVAL: gibsonmcdonald.com

STREEEEETCH YOUR TAX REFUND AT GIBSON MCDONALD!

NO48months
309 E. Main St.
Blackshear

449-5284

GET QUICK & EASY PRE-APPROVAL: gibsonmcdonald.com

WHY WAIT? Get The Quality Furniture You Need At Gibson MCDonald!

CREDIT NEEDED

The Blackshear Times
www.theblacksheartimes.com

 Liked by Many • Cussed by Some • Read by Them All
Hometown

newspaper of
Jerry E. Peacock

WHERE WERE YOU?

Hurricane Dorian was “a non-event” for 
Pierce County. 

“We didn’t have any rain at all to speak of 
— barely even a sprinkle — and even the wind 
wasn’t too bad,” said Sheriff Ramsey Bennett. 

Pierce County Emergency Management 
Agency Director Santo Niño said his offi ce 
only fi elded eight weather related calls during 
the event. 

“Almost all of the calls were about trees 
and power lines,” he said. “We were fortunate 
to have minor  incidents and no loss of power 
during Hurricane Dorian”. 

Sustained winds of around 20 miles per 
hour — with gusts to about 30 miles per hour 

— were experienced late Wednesday and 
into Thursday as the storm passed by to 
the east of the Georgia coast. The eye 
of the storm was about 100 miles off 
shore. 

Barely a trace of rain was re-
ported county-wide during the 
storm. 

Bennett said the storm gave 
county residents “some practice” 
in the case of an actual hurricane 
strike. 

Pierce County Schools 
were canceled Tuesday, 
Sept. 3, and Wednesday, Sept. 4, as a safety 

precaution due to the ap-
proaching storm. 

Niño expressed his thanks to 
members of the Pierce County Vol-
unteer Fire Department  — and 
their families — for their service 
during the weather event.

“The Pierce County Fire De-
partment activated a three vehi-

cle strike team to address calls in 
rapid response manner,” he said. 

“These guys were here and were away 
from their families. I want to thank 

Strike Team Dorian and their families for 
their dedication to the community.”

PC Schools 
top state’s 
test scores

Pierce County Schools were among the top 
third of systems in the state and outperformed 
area schools on the Georgia Milestones test 
this spring.

The Okefenokee Regional Education Ser-
vices Area (RESA)  includes Atkinson, Bacon, 
Brantley, Charlton, Clinch, Coffee, Pierce and 
Ware. 

Students in all grade levels fi nished fi rst or 
second in the RESA in all subjects including 
English/Language Arts, math, social studies 
and science. 

Fifth grade elementary students locally did 
exceptionally well. Results showed local fi fth 
graders placed second in the state in math and 
in English/Language Arts. They also ranked 
sixth in the state in science scores. Third grad-
ers also had a top ten fi nish in the state in 
math scores. 

Elementary schools in 204 school systems 
in the state take the assessment.

Pierce County students in middle school 
grades also performed better in all subjects 
than in the RESA. 

Sixth graders fi nished in the top ten state-
Continued on Page 2

Former air traffi c controller 
ordered to ground all planes

Students among top third in 
GA; fi fth graders second in math

County agent 
was ‘dedicated’
to community

Former longtime agriculture agent Clifford 
Park is remembered this week as “a true gentle-
man” and as a “man dedicated 
to his faith and his communi-
ty”.

Park passed away last 
Wednesday evening at his 
home. He was 94 and had 
been in declining health over 
the last year. 

“Mr. Clifford was just a 
model citizen in every sense of the word,” re-
calls longtime friend Judge Franklin Rozier Jr. 

Continued on Page 2

Hurricane Who? Dorian was no show here

REMEMBERING 9/11
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Keith Brooks, retired air traffi c controller, 
explains the process of “throwing” a plane 
from his sector to the controller manning the 
sector the plane was heading into. The plane 
would then show up on the next controller’s 
screen as approaching aircraft. There were 
no planes to talk to or transfer on that eery 
Tuesday morning 18 years ago though.

Keith Brooks reviews a framed map of the air sectors 
he covered during his career as an air traffi c controller.

‘The skies were empty, strange’

York even though details were still very 
limited at the time.

“The pilots were very receptive. They 
didn’t ask a lot of questions,” Brooks re-
calls.

Then it happened.
Less than an hour after the 9/11 

terror attacks that Tuesday morning, 
Brooks got the call. The air space was 
shut down.

“That meant you had to put them at 
the closest airport that was acceptable 

Continued on Page 5

Students in Carrie Roneker’s chemistry class at 
PCHS concentrate on a quiz. Front row - Vianna Her-
nandez-Maya, Colton Flynn, Katie Griffi s. Back row 
- Spencer Hughes, Autumn Howard, Damien Gold 
and Kammy Ebersole. 
           – Times fi le photo
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