
Two Pierce County firemen were 
slightly injured fighting a fire that heav-

ily damaged an Offerman home late 
Sunday afternoon. 

The home of Ethan and Kathryn 
Boatright located at 6230 Chris Tyre 
Road was heavily damaged in the blaze. 
The house is located on the Patterson 
mail route, but is close to Offerman just 
off Scenic Drive. Fire damage was con-

centrated in the garage and utility area, 
but also spread through most of the sec-

ond floor attic compromising the roof 
beams and causing the roof to cave in.

The fire was intense and hard to get 
to according to Pierce County Volunteer 
Fire Chief Santo Niño. Responding fire-

fighters also initiated search and res-

cue operations until they were sure the 
Boatrights were not at home and were 
safe. The Boatrights were not injured in 
the fire, but are trying to put their lives 
back together. 

“We just ask for people to pray for our 
peace of mind,” said Mrs. Boatright. “It’s 
just a hard thing to experience and you 
don’t know where to turn to.”

Two firefighters suffered from fatigue 
and exhaustion over the course of the al-
most six hour battle. 

“Two our of our fire personnel were 
overcome by heat and exertion while 
fighting the fire,” said Chief Niño. 
“Thankfully, they are going to be o.k. 
and thankfully no one else was hurt in 
the fire.”

Niño did not disclose the names of the 
firefighters, but the pair was taken to 
Memorial Satilla Health in Waycross by 
South Georgia (Grady) EMS, where they 
were treated and released. 

The alarm went out about 5:55 p.m. 
Sunday and the first fire trucks arrived 
on scene at 6:07 p.m. The location of the 
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Frequently wash
or sanitize your hands

Wear a mask in 
public areas

Social distance 
at least 6 Feet 

If you are sick, stay home 
and call your 

health care provider

The school system will build first 
and tear down later. 

The Pierce County Board of Ed-

ucation agreed by consensus Thurs-

day morning to proceed with design 
plans for a new agriculture complex 
and again delay the demolition of 
the old Pierce County High School. 

No official vote was taken since 
the complex and the demolition are 
already part of long range plans for 

the system. 
School superintendent Dara 

Bennett explained the system’s ar-

chitect, SP Design Group in Macon, 
simply needed to know which proj-
ect to start on next.

What exactly the ag complex will 
include remains to be seen. FFA ad-

visors Seth Prescott and John Rat-
liff will be consulted on the plans. 

Preliminary plans call for all of 

the agriculture related programs 
including the greenhouse, hog show 
arena and other projects be consoli-
dated in one area. 

Board Chairman Duward 
Boatright called for the inclusion 
of a new ag classroom, pointing 
out that grant funding could be ob-

tained to build it. 
Boatright and school superinten-

dent Dara Bennett said the Bear 
Stadium and baseball and softball 
improvements will be completed be-

fore work begins on the ag complex.
“I will always be for whatever is 

best for our kids,” said first district 
board member Kirby Malone. 

Malone and Board Chairman 
Duward Boatright both pointed out 
the old high school is not a pressing 
issue. Both noted the school system 
has finally gotten the monthly ex-

pense of maintaining the old school 
down to around $1,000 per month. 

“We spend more than that on 
mowing the grass around here each 
month,” said third district board 
member Chip Griner.  

Since it was closed in January 

They are tired. Dead tired.
Just as first responders and 

local hospital 
staff have been 
stretched to their 

limits during the 
coronavirus pan-

demic, Blackshear 
funeral home di-
rectors also are 
worn out. 

One is even 
asking for 
prayers.

“It’s safe to 
say we certain-

ly appreciate the 
prayers because 
our job is a min-

istry and it’s not 
easy on a regu-

lar day, but we’re 
burying people we 
know because of 
COVID,” Sharon 
Pearson Godwin, 
of Pearson-Dial 
Funeral Home, 
said recently. “It’s 
overwhelming for 
us, too.”

Godwin, Adam 
Hart of Hart Fu-

neral Home and 
Reginald King of 
Rainge Memorial 
Chapel all con-

firmed they have 
been faced with twice as many 
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Offerman fire
causes heavy 

damage, two 

minor injuries

Funeral 
directors 
ask for 
prayers

Fire heavily damaged the home of 

Ethan and Kathryn Boatright on Chris 

Tyre Road late Sunday afternoon. 

—Special photo

New Ag Complex coming to PCHS
   BOE gives approval to greenhouse, hog show 

arena; delays demolition of the old PCHS again
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HOMECOMING 2021

Dierks Altman, John Isaac Tarr and Landon Altman march in the parade with the Sound of Silver Band. 

Pictured above, Taylor Crosby covers his ears to shield 

them from the sound of sirens as the parade makes its way 

down Main Street. Pictured left, Cora Turner got to work 

early eating the candy she picked up during the parade. 

Turner’s brother, Peyton, was featured on one of the teams 

in the parade.           -Photos by Jason Deal
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Pierce County’s annual homecoming parade 

marched through downtown Blackshear Monday 

night featuring the homecoming court, football 

players, cheerleaders, recreation teams and class 

entries all centered around the theme: Passport: 

Pierce. Homecoming festivities will culminate Friday 

night with the crowning of the queen at halftime of 

the Bears’ game with Brantley County. 


