
The weather was beautiful and 
a crowd of well-wishers came out to 
cheer on Pierce County’s Special Olym-
pic contenders during the 14th annual 
games held Thursday, March 28, at 
Pierce County Middle School. 

Continued on Page 2A

Pictured at right, Matthew Williamson and
Rose Kicklighter run the 100-meter dash.

Pierce County School teachers will get a 
signifi cant raise paid for by the state and 
almost a third of the system’s bus fl eet will 
be replaced under the school system’s pro-
posed $34.8 million budget for FY20.

The numbers represent an increase of 
almost $3 million over last year’s budget of 
$31.9 million.

All of the numbers are tentative and are 
subject to change, but those are the fi gures 
school board members had under consid-
eration as they got their fi rst look at the 
proposed spending plan at a work session 
Thursday night.

School superintendent Dr. Kevin Smith 
said the budget proposal represented sev-
eral weeks of work by the school system’s 
department heads, principals and staff. 

Board members had the opportunity to 
hear from those who drafted the proposal 
during a wide-ranging, two-and-a-half-
hour long, supper budget work session. The 
meal was prepared by School Nutrition Di-
rector Becky Swain and her staff.

“We are going to share lots of informa-
tion with you tonight,” Dr. Smith said in 
opening the evening. “Don’t go away from 
here with unanswered questions. That’s 
why we are having this work session. We 
want you to ask questions.”

Assistant superintendent for fi nance 
LeVance Gay gave a power-point overview 
of the budget, highlighting funding and en-
rollment trends and giving background on 
revenue sources and expenditures. 

Gay pointed out the state has fi nally 
eliminated austerity cuts it put in place af-
ter the 2003 recession, but not before tak-
ing some $21.4 million in funding from 
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In a few months, one of Pierce 
County’s own will proudly sing 
the lyrics to the well-known U.S. 
Air Force song as he heads off to 
the Academy in Colorado. 

PCHS senior Dalton Malone, 
son of Kirby and Shannon 
Malone, will head off to the Col-
orado military school in June — 
and become a part of local history 
while he does it. 

Acceptance into one of Amer-
ica’s military academies is gen-
erally considered a rare honor 
achieved by only a select few. Lo-
cal students accepted have been 
rare. Among them are Kris Tow-
ers, son of Norris and Dorothy 

James, and Tom Echols, son of 
Earl Echols and the late Harriett 
Echols.

“It’s not common for a South 
Georgia kid to get in,” 
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Home & Garden
Check inside this issue for helpful tips on your Spring garden!
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Students, 
staff will 
pay more 
for meals

School meal prices will be increasing 
by a quarter across the board for stu-
dents and staff and at all schools. 

School nutrition director Becky Swain 
made the recommendation to the school 
board at their regular work session 
Thursday morning. 

Lunches for elementary students will 
be $1.70. Middle school students pay $2 
and high school students pay $2.25. Staff 
members will see their price increase to 
$3.50. The cost for visitors is $4. 

Breakfasts are free for students in all 
schools. Staff price is $1.50 and visitor 
price is $2. 

The meal prices, including the in-
crease for faculty and staff lunches, will 
be included on the consent agenda at the 
April 8 meeting. 

Swain said the nutrition department 
had worked hard to keep prices steady 
and expenses low, but prices continue to 
increase and the federal government re-
quires adjustments be made.

“Everything is going up” she said. 
“The cost of food and commodities, paper 
and plastic goods we use and our labor 
costs have all increased.”

Swain explained the federal govern-
ment mandated a dime increase regard-
less of any local decisions for this year. 

“We are required to assess our costs 
each year and do a comparison using the 
United States Department of Agricul-
ture’s price equity tool,” she explained. 
“It showed that we were out of balance 
and needed to make some adjustments.”

Swain explained the school nutrition 
department must be self-supporting. 
Student participation is vital to have 
enough money generated to pay expenses 
plus have reserve funds to purchase new 
equipment.

Swain told board members that break-
fast participation is going very well. She 
said she hopes to implement “second 
chance” breakfast at other schools. The 
second chance breakfast is offered at 
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BOE mulls 
$3 million 
budget hike
Teachers to get raises; aging 
bus fl eet would be updated

School system ups prices by .25¢

MALONE IS ONE OF FEW

Local teen heads to Air Force Academy

Young Olympians 

run with pride

QuaNya Phillips, Pierce County student and Special Olympics athlete, couldn’t contain 
her excitement while kicking off last week’s spring Olympic games with the torch relay. 
She runs with Jennifer Sandoval.    – Photo by Sarah Tarr Gove

PCMS hosts 
Special Olympics 

“Off  we go 
into the wild 
blue yonder; 
climbing high 
into the sun 
… Souls of 
men dream-
ing of skies to 
conquer gave 
us wings, ever 
to soar!”

– United States

Air Force Song

Dalton Malone gets the good news that he’s been accepted to the Air 
Force Academy from Congressman Buddy Carter while his parents Kirby 
and Shannon Malone and PCHS Principal Dara Bennett look on.

Georgia Jordan, county’s
‘classy lady,’ loved helping others.

Longtime home economist
dies at 94  Pages 3A, 5A, 13A


