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The Pierce County Board of 

Education will attempt to save 

the gym and front classroom 

of the old Pierce County High 

School and demolish the rest of 

the 40-year-old building. 

The board voted unani-

mously at last Tuesday’s work 

session to begin the process 

of saving the gym and class-

room area at the front of the 

old school and demolishing the 

remainder of the building. The 

meeting was moved up a week 

due to spring break. 

The next step will be to hire 

an architect to oversee the de-

tails of both preserving a por-

tion and tearing down a por-

tion of the building. 

“We will be able to put a 

price on both and see what is 

feasible,” School Superinten-

dent Dara Bennett said. 

Bennett said the architect 

will be tasked with doing the 

planning and engineering for 

electrical, plumbing, heating 

and air and structural aspects 

for saving the gym and front 

classroom and making them 

free standing from the portion 

of the school that is to be torn 

down. 

The debate over what to do 

about the old high school has 

been discussed for over a year, 

since the opening of the new 

PCHS in January 2020. 

PCHS principal Kelly Mur-

ray recommended the “save 

part-demolish part” proposal 

for the old school during the 

BOE’s January 2021 work ses-

sion.  

Under the save-demolish 

decision, the gym will be saved 

for use as a practice facility for 
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BOE: Demolish old high school, save gym

Bear Stadium 

improvements  

in the works

Bear Stadium along with 

the baseball and softball fi elds 

may soon get an overhaul.

The Board of Education ap-

proved seeking bids to hire a 

construction manager to make 

renovations and improvements 

to the stadium, home of the 

state champion Bears. 

The action came at last 

Tuesday’s work session of the 

board. The meeting was moved 

up a week due to spring break.

An advertisement seeking 

requests for qualifi cations for 

an architect is included in to-

day’s edition of The Times. 

The proposed improve-

ments were fi rst presented to 

the board in January by PCHS 

principal Kelly Murray. Mur-

ray said at the time the presen-

tation was a wish list, but he 

wanted the board to have all 

the information it needed be-

fore proceeding. 

Athletic Director Brandon 

“Rock” Jernigan, Bears head 

football coach Ryan Herring 

and Bears head baseball coach 

Andrew Evans all gave input 

on the plans. 

Among improvements sug-

gested for Bear Stadium is the 

construction of a multipurpose 

facility at the entrance which 

would feature multiple tick-

et booth stations on the front 

and concession stands on the 

back side. Bathrooms would be 

added to the front side corners 

for both the home and visitors 

sides. They would be located 

separate from the concession 

stands to help with crowd con-

trol. Currently, all three facil-

ities are located next to each 

other.

The proposal also calls for a 

concrete plaza to be installed 

the length of the front en-

trance, with a concrete walk-

way all the way to the home 

side bleachers. 

Plans also call for installing 

wrought iron fence instead of 

chain link fence and improve-

ments to the press box to make 

more room for the audio visual 

team.

The renovations would also 
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Coach Ryan Herring

Huel P. Walker 

Outstanding Educator

Sutton, Cochrans, 

Lee, Herring, Allens, 

Platt, Carter and IDA 

honored for service

BOE seeks bids for construction manager 

for renovations to PCHS stadium, ball fi elds

   Project estimate to save a portion of the 

school is $2.2M over amount allocated 
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Awards2020

Brenda Sutton, Pierce County Food 

Pantry director, is Citizen of the Year.

The announcement was made during 

the Pierce County Chamber of Com-

merce’s 66th annual meeting held on-

line last Thursday evening, April 1, 

via a Facebook live video due to the 

COVID-19 (coronavirus) pandemic. 

The ceremony marked the second year 

awards have been presented virtually 

rather than in-person at a gala event, 

but the Chamber hopes to resume an 

in-person celebration next year.

“Tonight, we celebrate tenacity, vi-

sion, creativity, compassion and servi-

tude. We celebrate Pierce County,” said 

Chamber of Commerce Director Angela 

Manders. “We are looking forward to 

next year’s in-person extravaganza, but 

for now, we appreciate you being here 

to show your love and support for our 

community heroes.”

Approximately 100 viewers tuned 

in for the live event, but that number 

is most likely higher as small groups 

watched the ceremony together and the 

video has now been viewed more than 

3,000 times.

Sutton and a host of the communi-

ty’s fi nest were honored last week in 

a touching video tribute from some of 

their closest friends, family members 

and longtime community supporters. 

Community awards centered around 

the winners’ community impacts as 
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Business of the Year: Greg, Billy and Matt 

Cochran of Farmers & Builders Ace Hardware

Farmers of the Year: Keith, Kenneth, Kevin 

and Kerrreth Allen. Seated: Jan Allen

‘Unsung Hero’

Manders is 

recognized
Angela Manders was 

presented with the Cham-

ber of Commerce’s fi rst-ever 

Unsung Hero 

Award for her 

creative busi-

ness strategies 

in the face of a 

pandemic.

The award 

was a surprise 

addition to last 

week’s commu-

nity awards 

ceremony. 

M a n d e r s 

serves as the Chamber’s ex-

ecutive director, a role she’s 

held for seven years.

“We interrupt this reg-

ular scheduled program to 

announce an award that al-

most wasn’t given. In fact, it’s 

a new award. An award for 

somebody who’s never won an 

award for anything that gets 

done. It’s the Unsung Hero 

Award,” said Pierce County 

Family Connections Coordi-

nator Stephanie Bell.

Bell presented the Cham-

ber’s newest award to 

Manders at the culmination 

of the annual ceremony. Due 

to the pandemic, the ceremo-

ny was held virtually via
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An architectural rendering of improvements planned for Bear Stadi-

um. – Illustration courtesy, Michael Chaloult, SP Design Group.


