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It’s that time of year - time for you to help 

the Pierce County Chamber identify our com-

munity  super stars. 

Pierce County Chamber of Commerce will 

hold its 67th annual Community Awards Cere-

mony and Gala at 6 p.m., April 21, at the Oke-

fenokee Country Club. 

The gala has been canceled the last two 

years owing to COVID-19 and the awards cer-

emony has been held virtually since that time. 

This year’s ceremony will be an in-peron event. 

Details on the theme for the gala and ticket 

information will be announced soon. 

Nominations for community awards offi-

cially opened Monday, Feb. 14. Deadline for 

nominations is Friday, March 18.

A link the the nomination form for awards 

can be found online: https://forms.gle/k9E-

2c6YBD8tHmNwN8

Nominations can also be made by send-

ing a one-page typed nomination letter to the 

Pierce County Chamber (200 SW Central Ave., 

piercechamberofcommerce@gmail.com) no lat-

er than March 18, 2022. Nomination letters 

should explain why the nominee is deserving 

of the award. Contact information must be in-

cluded with the nomination.

Awards to be announced include: 2021 

Farmer of the Year, Huel P. Walker Educator 

of the Year, Leona Dixon Bright Spot Award, 

S. Dow Nimmer Award, Dr. Katherine Hendry 

Community Health Award, Business Leader of 

the Year and Citizen of the Year.

The Citizen of the Year award recognizes 

an individual with outstanding leadership and 

citizenship in the community, while demon-

strating exemplary vision, civic pride and com-

mitment to the betterment of society.

The individual should live in the Pierce 

County area, and/or his/her activities should 

be centered in the area.

Recognition will be given for leadership and 

performance in several areas of community 

service over a span of years. The individual 

does not have to be a member of the Pierce 

County Chamber of Commerce or the business 

community. An individual from any walk-

of-life may be nominated. This is the highest 

honor given by the Pierce County Chamber 

of Commerce. Think - “lifetime achievement 

award.”

The Business Leader of the Year recipient 

is an individual in the Pierce County area who 

demonstrates leadership accomplishments in-

cluding innovation, initiative, and civic respon-

siveness. The recipient must be an owner/part-

ner/major-shareholder in the business and be 

active in the day-to-day management and op-

eration of the business. The individual should 

be a member of the Pierce County Chamber of 

Commerce, have significant business achieve-

ments, industry awards, public recognition, or 

other achievements or recommendations. The 

nominee should exhibit leadership in business 

and community affairs and be an innovative 

person who shows creativity in business deci-

sions or in development of specific products or 
services.

The Leona Dixon Bright Spot Award is pre-

sented to the person, business or organization 

which has left you with a positive impression 

and emulates the grace, enthusiasm, and love 

of community demonstrated so faithfully by 

the first “Bright Spot” award winner – Mrs. 
Leona Dixon. The recipient’s efforts and good 

deeds should impact the community in mean-

ingful and significant ways. The award recipi-
ent may be from any walk-of-life. Membership 

in the Pierce County Chamber of Commerce is 

not a requirement.

Coming soon to a secondary school near 

you will be a tiny boutique on wheels carrying 

brand new fashions donated by local clothing 

shops. And everything will be free for nominat-

ed students in need. 

Dubbed “The Hanger,” the new nonprofit is 
the brainchild of bank loan officer and Jiu Jitsu 
gym owner Hannah Grant after hearing stories 

of a Hoboken teenager crying when handed a 

new toothbrush and students being bullied for 

the way they look.

“I have a real soft spot for kids going without 

basic needs. That breaks my heart,” the former 

10-year Blackshear resident explained recent-

ly. “I hate to see a situation where somebody is 

being picked on for something they don’t have. 

It’s not their fault and most of the time it’s not 

the parents’ fault, either. These are tough times 

we’re living in.”

The idea of providing some sort of unique 

shopping experience for struggling middle and 

high school students that didn’t involve used 

clothing hit her a year ago after helping gather 

more necessities for that grateful Hoboken girl 

with the co-owner of her Invictus Brazilian Jiu 
Jitsu & Defensive Arts gym in Hoboken.

She consulted with her good friend Brittany 

Weathersby, owner of Fifth & Timber Appar-

el Co. in Blackshear, to get her thoughts about 

having a mobile boutique full of the latest new 

clothes where young gals and guys could pick 

out their own outfits and not pay a dime. 
Weathersby was confident her friend could 

pull it off.

“Hannah is definitely the right woman for 
the job,” the mother of three said. “Her heart 

is on fire for these youngsters. She is the most 
selfless woman I know. Simply amazing!”

The project ended up being put on the back 

burner for a while, however, after first Grant’s  
father, Lenny Abbott, was diagnosed with brain 

cancer at the end of 2020 and she later discov-

ered her mother had the same cancer. 

“It’s been a crazy year,” Grant said with a 
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Boutique on wheels to provide 

new clothes to students in need

Annual chamber gala returns April 21

lackshear City Park will be undergoing 

a major transformation soon. 

Better Hometown (BHT) Blackshear 

Manager Bethany Strickland shared an 

artist’s rendering of the new park with 

the BHT board of directors during its monthly 

meeting Thursday, Feb. 3. 

Plans call for completely fencing in and gat-

ing the park to allow for ticketed events, taking 

out the old tennis courts and replacing that space 

with a large outdoor pavilion, putting in a con-

crete walking track around the perimeter with 

benches and pedestal lighting, putting in a ga-

zebo with a porch swing, removing the current 

restrooms and replacing them with a storage 

building, putting in single-stall restrooms closer 

to the train depot and putting in a concrete dance 

floor in front of the current stage.
The war monuments will be moved over to the 

old “hanging jail” across from City Hall and all 

the old oak trees currently in the park will be left 

alone. 

“We needed a larger green space,” Better 

Hometown Manager Bethany Strickland said 

recently. “It will be great for safety that we can 

close off the park and have ticketed events. It 

has been like this for years and an update was 

needed.”

The conceptual site plan was provided at no 

cost to the city by Hofstadter & Associates of Ma-

con, Strickland said. 

“It will have to be done in phases because of 

the cost,” Strickland said, although she did not 

have any estimated cost figures. 
Strickland said single-stall restrooms were 

deemed necessary “because of all the riff raff 

that’s going on in the bathroom over here some-

times.”

More parking spaces will be added around the 

park, which also will help accommodate events 

at the restored Train Depot across from the park. 

“This has been in the works for awhile and I’m 

sure we will have to bid out the project,” Strick-

land added. 

Blackshear Police Chief and Special Projects 

Manager Chris Wright said Monday he’s work-

ing on getting the project’s phases figured out, 
but has not yet come up with cost estimates.

“I expect the complete renovation will be over 

the next two years,” Wright said.

Blackshear City Park to get facelift
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A VIEW OF PLANNED UPDATES FOR BLACKSHEAR CITY PARK.

Better Hometown Manager Bethany 
Strickland points out the various 
features of the new park planned for 
Blackshear to the BHT board Feb. 3.

Hannah Grant and her 10-year-old daughter 
Kayden Grant with only a portion of the esti-
mated $20,000 worth of new clothing donated 
from area boutiques that will be provided for 
free to area middle and high school students 
in need through a mobile boutique called “The 
Hanger.” 

Qualifying for the May 24 

local, state and national county 

primary elections will be March 

7-11. 

Qualifying will be held from 

9 a.m.-5 p.m. at the Pierce 

County Board of Elections of-

fice, 312 Nichols Street, Black-

shear. 

County commission, school 

board and judicial seats will be 

up for election. Additionally, re-

gional races for district attorney, 

state senate, state representa-

tive and judgeships will also be 

on the ballot. Statewide, gover-

nor and state constitutional of-

fices and nationally there will be 
a U.S. Representative and a U.S. 

Senate race. 

County Chairman and dis-

tricts 2 and 4 on the county com-

mission and state court solicitor 

are all up for election in the par-

tisan primaries. Voters will have 

to declare their party preference 

— Democrat or Republican — 

for these offices. 

State court judge, school 

board chairman and districts 2 

and 4 on the school board will be 

up for election on the non-par-

tisan ballot. The non-partisan 

offices will appear on the Repub-

lican and Democratic ballots.   

The county and school board 

chairman, state court judge and 

state court solicitor run coun-

ty-wide. 

The district races will only 

appear on the ballot if the voter 

lives in that particular district. 

New district maps will be in 

place this year. (See related sto-

ry.)

Under the proposed new 

map, District 2 will include 

most of Blackshear south and 

east of U.S. Highway 84 to Col-

lege Avenue and the Lakeview 

Golf Course. The boundary will 

follow College Avenue and zig 

and zag around Midway Church 

Road and Bailey Roads to the 

area behind Farrs. The western 

boundary will be U.S. Highway 

84 and the southern boundary 

will be the Satilla River/Ware 

County line. 

Under the newly proposed 

map, District 4 includes half of 

the cities of Offerman and Pat-

terson and is bordered by U.S. 

Highway 84 on the east. The dis-

trict stretches to the north to the 

Little Satilla River/Appling and 

Bacon County lines and to the 

southwest by the Satilla River/

Ware County line. The south-
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