
There will be no change in how 

members of the Board of Elections 

and Registration are appointed — 

at least not this year. 

County attorney Franklin Rozier 

Jr. confi rmed legislation proposed 

last month to make the change has 

been shelved for this year. 

The Board of Elections and Reg-

istration approved making a change 

to the process for appointing mem-

bers of its board during a called 

meeting Feb. 17.

Representatives of the Demo-

cratic and Republican Parties ob-

jected to the changes in light of the 

lack of public notice and the fact the 

board did not seek public input re-

garding the change in the method 

for selecting members. 

The Times was not notifi ed of 

the called meeting when the change 

was made, which is a violation of 

the Georgia Open Meetings Act. 

The proposed change in pro-

cess would have allowed the Pierce 

County Grand Jury to appoint the 

majority of members of the board, 

with each of the major political par-

ties, Democrats and Republicans, 

appointing one member each. 

Currently, the two major parties 

appoint two members each with the 

four appointees then selecting the 

fi fth member. 

When the board was original-

ly formed in 2009, the Grand Jury 

method was suggested, but replaced 

by the party appointment method. 

Since the Board of Elections and 

Registration is a state constitution-

al board, the change had to be ap-

proved by the Georgia General As-

sembly. 

The county commission forward-

ed the proposal to Pierce County’s 

representatives in the Assembly, 

Senator Tyler Harper (R, Ocilla) 
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Drivers lucky to be 

alive after fi ery crash

A fi ery crash at Lairsey’s In-

tersection shut down both lanes of 

travel on U.S. Highway 84 Friday 

afternoon at approximately 3:45 

p.m., but minimal injuries were 

sustained in the wreck and no one 

was transported to the hospital for 

treatment.

Firefi ghters reportedly bat-

tled multiples fi res when fi rst dis-

patched to the incident, but had 

the blaze under control within 15 

minutes of the alarm and nine min-

utes after arriving on scene. The 

blaze damaged two traffi c signals, a 

mailbox and machinery on a trailer 

hitched to one of the vehicles.

Twenty-six-year-old Lane 

Thomas Smith of Waycross was 

driving a 2006 Chevrolet pickup 

when he reportedly pulled out in 

front of 54-year-old Charles Spei-

ght of Beaufort, NC. Speight was 

driving a Food Lion semi truck 

west on U.S. Hwy. 84 and was un-

able to avoid hitting Smith’s truck. 

Smith was pulling a trailer with 

a skid-steer tractor loaded on it.

The collision caused an instant 

fi re. Both drivers and a passenger 

in Smith’s truck exited their vehi-

cles safely. One driver reported mi-

nor burns to his hands, but no one 

was transported to the hospital for 

their injuries.
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BY SARAH TARR GOVE

News Editor

Lightning 

shattered 

water main 

last week

It was every student’s dream – an un-

expected early release from school.

A water main break on County Farm 

Road last Tuesday morning resulted in 

early release for middle and high school 

students and a temporary road closure 

while city public works employees at-

tempted to fi nd the break and get it re-

paired.

City employees waded through waist 

deep water to fi nd the break, a nearly 

8-footlong crack in a 10” pipe. The crew 

replaced approximately 12 feet of pipe 

before water service could be restored 

Tuesday evening.

Public Works Superintendent Wal-

lace Tomlinson suspects a lightning 

strike is to blame for the damage and 

says it was the biggest break he’d dealt 

with in his eight years at the city.

“Lightning would be my guess, proba-

bly in the little storm we had (last) Sun-

day ... A break in the bottom of a pipe 

like that would be contributed to some-

thing making the ground move, which 

would be lightning,” Tomlinson says. 

“That’s the biggest break I’ve had.”

The break wasn’t noticeable until 

Tuesday morning after the water table 

from the rain dropped enough that the 
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Pierce County Chamber of 

Commerce will announce the 

much-anticipated community 

award winners at 7 p.m., tomor-

row, April 1, via a Facebook Live 

ceremony on the Chamber’s social 

media page.

The online ceremony will mark 

the Chamber’s 66th annual meet-

ing and awards program. 

Chamber of Commerce Execu-

tive Director Angela Manders en-

courages locals to like and follow 

“PierceCounty Chamber” on Face-

book ahead of the live announce-

ment.

Awards to be announced in-

clude: 2020 Farmer of the Year, 

Huel P. Walker Educator of the 

Year, Leona Dixon Bright Spot 

Award, S. Dow Nimmer Award, 

Dr. Katherine Hendry Communi-

ty Health Award, Business Lead-

er of the Year and Citizen of the 

Year.

Leadership Pierce graduates 
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Blackshear and PC Fire Departments responded to a blaze sparked by a wreck Friday at Lairsey’s intersection, and worked 

quickly to extinguish the diesel fi re and clean up the fuel spill.        – Photo courtesy of Merlene Crosby and Chuck Yeargin

Chamber 

awards 

ceremony 

is Thurs.

Wreck sparked explosion, diesel fi re

Do your kids or grandkids 

spend countless hours watch-

ing American Girl or Polly 

Pocket videos on Youtube? 

Perhaps their favorite toys 

are Hello Kitty and Chani-

mals.

Chances are one of Black-

shear’s very own has been 

creating those episodes and 

music videos centered around 

characters the youngsters in 

your family love. 

Lena Thomas DeLoache 

moved to Los Angeles a de-

cade ago in hopes of break-

ing into the entertainment 

industry as an actress, but in 

recent days she’s transitioned 

into a rewarding career as a 

creative developer and digital 

content producer for Mattel 

Toys.

“I’m really happy in the 

way my career is moving 

right now … It’s creatively 

fulfi lling in a different way 

(than acting), and I’m excit-

ed about pursuing a career 

in executive development,” 

DeLoache told The Times 

during a recent interview.

DeLoache has produced 

more than 500 content pieces 

in the form of short episodes, 

mini movies and music vid-

eos for Mattel since joining 

the toy company full time in 

2019.  She has worked for sev-

eral different toy brands in-

cluding American Girl, Polly 

Pocket, Cave Club, Cloudees, 

Lotto Looks and more.

DeLoache often draws 
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Public Works Supt. Wallace Tomlinson and 

Jason Douglas went for a swim last week 

while trying to locate a broken water main.

PCHS graduate is creator for Mattel Toys

Mature Living Mag.

INSIDE this issue

Forced to work 

from home during 

the COVID-19 

pandemic, 

Lena DeLoache 

turned her son’s 

nursery into an 

offi ce where she 

helped produce 

video content 

for Mattel Toys. 

DeLoach has 

worked with Hello 

Kitty, Chanimals  

and several other 

toy brands.

BY JASON DEAL

Sta�  Writer

   Board of Elections violated Open Meetings Act 

in meeting to propose board structure changes

�

‘No change’ for elections board

Annual event will 

be held virtually 

via Facebook Live

PCHS, PCMS released early 

due to water shut off during 

pipe replacement Tuesday

The Times wishes all of our 

readers a Happy Easter.


