
By Jason Deal

Staff Writer

The 2018-2019 school 

year got off to a great start 

here Monday. 

All five school principals, 
Dara Bennett at the high 
school, Perry Tison at the 
middle school, Dee Tread-

well at Blackshear Elemen-

tary, Dr. Walker Todd at 
Midway Elementary and 
Teresa Dixon at Patterson 
Elementary, all reported a 
smooth, uneventful day. 

“We got them all to 
school, fed them lunch and 
got them all home again,” 
Dr. Todd said. “That’s a 
good first day. We are ready 
to begin work.”

Enrollment for the first 
day was around 3,600, 
or about in line with last 
year’s numbers. The high 
and middle schools showed 
small increases in enroll-
ment, while Blackshear and 
Patterson Elementary’s en-

rollments were down slight-
ly. Midway was up by two or 
three students.

School superintendent 
Dr. Kevin Smith said he 
had the opportunity to visit 
all of the schools Monday. 

“I was impressed by 
what I saw,” he said. “Ev-

erything went very well.”
Bennett said traffic 

flowed well at the high 
school with the re-opening 
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PES, Sycamore Tree, Second Harvest team up

By sarah Tarr Gove

News Editor

Do you live on Big House 
Road? Is your name Matthew?

Pierce County Road Dept. 
would like their road name 
signs back please. 

Stealing signs proclaiming 
“Big House Road” or “Matthew 
Road,” are no laughing matter 
— they cost taxpayer dollars to 
replace.

Stolen road signs have been 
a problem, off and on, for years 
but the thievery has reportedly 
escalated over the last several 
months.

“We steady have to order 
them,”  says County Road Su-

perintendent A.J. Griffis.
Stealing a road name sign 

may be considered only a prac-

tical joke to some folks, but 
each one costs upwards of $25 
to replace.

While such a waste of tax-

payer money is a concern, 
that’s not the biggest worry.

A stolen road sign could end 
up costing someone injury, or 
worse, their life.

The road department has 
been busiest lately replac-

ing “road closed,” “water over 
road,” and stop signs. Those 
thefts are an obvious safety is-

sue, and a potential liability for 
Pierce County.

“We’re trying to protect the 
people,” Griffis says. “Don’t 
mess with (signs) because you 
could get somebody killed!”

A few weeks ago someone 

stole a “road closed” sign from 
a dirt road shortly after a 
heavy rainstorm had caused a 
dangerous washout. A motorist 
could easily have driven into 
the washout and the results 
could have been disastrous.

Individuals stealing road 
warning signs may want to 
continue on their way rather 
than take a detour, or maybe 
they didn’t see the sign and ac-

cidently ran it over. 
But what other reasons 

might someone have for taking 
off with a sign put in place to 
keep them, and others, safe?

Kalley Bagley, PCRD ad-

ministrative assistant in 
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Educators in Pierce County love 
their “kids.” Feeding a hungry child 
is just as important to them as teach-

ing the ABC’s and 123’s.
At least that’s how it appeared 

last week when teachers and staff 

from Patterson Elementary School 
rolled up their sleeves Tuesday af-
ternoon and got to work stuffing food 
bags at The Sycamore Tree in Black-

shear. 

In about an hour, nearly a dozen 
volunteers packed 200 bags to be dis-

tributed at Open House later in the 
week. The small room where they 

worked was crowded, but well orga-

nized. Canned food items, stacked 

neatly on shelves, lined the walls 
from floor to ceiling. 

With little room to build an as-

sembly line, volunteers quickly im-

provised. They placed one bag at a 
time on the floor in the center of the 
room and tossed in the food items 
from each shelf. Someone ran each 

bag out to the hallway where anoth-

er volunteer inserted a copy of The 

Way to Go, a children’s book about 
character.

The local food drive was a pi-
lot program for Second Harvest of 
Coastal Georgia -- an attempt to con-

nect Sycamore’s resources directly to 
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‘What have I gotten myself into?!’

Midway Elementary School kindergarten student Landon Strickland (left) seems to be trying to figure out how he ended up where he 
is on school’s opening day Monday. Though Landon wasn’t particularly happy at first, he cheered up later in Michelle Graham’s class  and 
joined in with classmates, Korlee Harrelson (center) and Keller Beaty (right) enjoying their lesson. Photo by Sarah Tarr Gove.
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Bears travel to Folkston for pre-season

scrimmage with the Charlton Indians

Opening day goes smoothly, says Supt. Dr. Kevin Smith

County pleads for
road sign thieves to

quit before life is lost

More than 200 

children found a 
way to beat the heat 

last Thursday, being 
treated to a free snow 

cone in Blackshear 
City Park, provided 
by Better Hometown 
Blackshear and “And 

Bounce” Inflatables, 
on their way to or from 
Open House at Pierce 
County Schools. 

Kids chowed down 
on the cool treats while 
scampering across the 
playground. Organiz-

ers say the event was 
timed perfectly. They 
had just wrapped up at 
2 p.m. when the after-

noon rains came down.

Brittney Still, Braylee Nettles and Kason 
Teegardin, enjoyed their snow cones while 
taking a spin on the merry-go-round.

Kindergartener Christian Moore walks into Midway with his 
parents, Alysha Moore and Joshua Herrington, and little brother, 
Bubba.

Kindergarten student, Zada Hunt, gets a hug from her Daddy, John 
Hunt, as she begins her first day of school in Mrs. Melanie Tuten’s 
class at PES.

Snow cones a

hit at the park

Donna Dixon (far left), Sycamore Tree President, reviews the process for stuffing food 
bags to teachers and administrators from Patterson Elementary School.

PCHS Lady Bears determined to improve on last season’s record. See all this & more on Page 6!


