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Pierce students 

score high on 

GA Milestones
Pierce County Schools’ students scored higher than all 

area schools and the state on the Georgia Milestones test this 

spring.

The Okefenokee Regional Education Services Area (RESA)  

includes Atkinson, Bacon, Brantley, Camden, Charlton, 

Clinch, Coffee, Pierce and Ware. 

Students in all grade levels finished first in the RESA and 
exceeded the state average in all subjects including English 

Language arts, math, social studies and science at the elemen-

tary and middle school levels and also were above the RESA 

and state average in American Literature, Algebra 1, Biology 

and U.S. History at the high school level. 

Eighth graders had a 90 or above passing average for all 

four subjects, including English language arts, math, sci-

ence and social studies. Area scores lagged behind Pierce by 

as much as 20 points and behind the state by as much as 34 

points.

High school students turned in the highest passing per-

centages in Algebra 1 with a 95.3, followed closely by biology 

with a 92.7. 

Pierce third and fourth graders both had an over 90 percent 

passing rate for math. 

School superintendent Dara Smith says she is pleased  with 

the results of the Georgia Milestones Assessments. 

The test was administered in April to all third, fourth and 

fifth grade students at Blackshear, Midway and Patterson El-
ementary Schools, sixth, seventh and eighth grade students at 

Pierce County Middle and to ninth-twelfth grade students at 

Pierce County High. 

The test assesses student learning along four levels of per-

formance (Beginning Learners, Developing Learners, Profi-

cient Learners, Distinguished Learners). 

The score is the percentage of students proficient in their 
coursework. Proficient learners are defined as students who 
demonstrate proficiency in the knowledge and skills necessary 
for this course, as specified in Georgia’s content standards.

The Georgia Milestones test was put in place in 2014 and 

is designed to be more challenging than other standardized 

tests, going beyond multiple choice with constructed and tech-

nology-enhanced questions. 

The number of tests administered this year finally returned 
to pre-pandemic levels. 

Test administration was postponed during the COVID 19 

pandemic in 2020 and 2021. 

Poppell Farms in Odum will 

honor University of Georgia 

quarterback Stetson Bennett 

IV of Blackshear in its 10-acre 

maze in October. 

Tanya Poppell of Poppell 

Farms publicly announced the 

selection this week. 

The maze is one of the high-

lights of Farm Days, which 

features various agricut-

lure-related attractions, in-

cluding popular hayride trips 

to the pumpkin patch. 

Bennett led the Georgia 

Bulldogs to a 2021 national 

football championship. 

Speaking of the Bennett 

family, Poppell said, “They are 

truly pillars of our communi-

ty and South Georgia. Their 

legacy of kindness, hard work 

and perseverance has been ev-

ident throughout many gener-

ations.” 

And of Stetson IV, she said, 

“His personal story is amaz-

ing, one of true grit and de-

termination. … From a walk-

on to a champion, what an 

extraordinary inspiration!” 

She went on to say, “We knew 

right away that if we could 

make it happen, we would love 

to feature Stetson in our 2022 

maze. Getting permission and 

choosing the final design was 
a collaborative effort between 

many folks. We have been ac-

tively working on this since 

the championship game.” 

Poppell Farms is located at 

1765 Hyma Poppell Loop and 

will be open every weekend in 

October. 

Special events will include 

the fall grand reopening Oct. 

1, a sensory- sensitive morn-

ing for special-needs visitors 

(with music turned off and 

noise minimized) Oct. 1 from 

10 a.m. to noon, Scout Day on 

the Farm (to recognize Scouts 

with special prize drawings 

beginning at 2 p.m.) Oct. 

8, Pancakes and Pumpkins 

(with a special breakfast and 

pumpkin painting for up to 

100 guests with advance on-

line tickets) Oct. 9 from 8:45 

a.m. to noon, Safety Day (with 

emergency vehicles on display) 

Oct. 15, Georgia Bulldog Day 

on the Farm (with prize draw-

ings for adults and children 

wearing gameday attire) Oct. 

22, and Halloween costume 

days (with candy giveaways) 

Oct. 29-30. 

The haunted trail will open 

Oct. 7 and run Friday and 

Saturday nights through Oct. 

29. For more information on 

attractions, as well as ticket 

prices and online ticket-pur-

chase opportunities, visit 

www.poppellfarms.com.

(Story and photo courtesy 

The Press-Sentinel, Jesup.)

University of Georgia Bulldog Quarterback will be featured in the Poppell Farms maze this year. 

                    -Photo courtesy The Press-Sentinel, Jesup

Two local men 

plead guilty to 

drug trafficking  
Two Pierce County men — including the lead defendant — 

have pled guilty to federal charges in a Waycross area fentan-

yl and heroin trafficking operation. 
Eric Lashawn “Pee Wee” Hayes,” 28, Blackshear, awaits 

sentencing after pleading guilty to possession of a firearm in 
furtherance of a drug trafficking crime and possession of fen-

Poppell Farms to honor Bennett IV in maze
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