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Frequently wash
or sanitize your hands

Wear a mask in 
public areas

Social distance 
at least 6 Feet 

If you are sick, stay home 
and call your 

health care provider

We will 

never forget
As the 20th Anniversary of the events that took place 

on September 11, 2001, approaches, Publisher Matt 

Gardner and staff of The Blackshear Times ask you 

to remember those who passed away that day and 

those who have passed in the aftermath. Also, please 

remember the brave local men and women who serve  

and protect our community. See upcoming editions 

of  The Blackshear Times for a special featuring local 

emergency personnel.
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It’s all 
about the

It’s all 
about the

A special 
section of 

The 
Blackshear 

Times
Don’t miss this 
year’s Sports 
Preview inside this 
issue. You’ll find 
photos and stories 
about Pierce’s 
favorite team, the 
BEARS, of course! 

By Jason Deal

News Editor

Patt’son Police Chief 

Jason Strickland resigns 

Local COVID-19 

numbers decline

Patterson Police Chief Ja-

son Strickland has resigned. 

The chief 

will officially 
step down from 

his duties next 

W e d n e s d a y , 

September 15. 

Efforts to 

reach Patter-

son Mayor Dedi 

Thomas for com-

ment were un-

successful over 

the Labor Day 

holiday weekend. 

In his letter, Strickland 

said he had decided to make a 

career change. Rumors of his 

pending resignation have cir-

culated recently.

Strickland recently started 

his own business, Waterworks 

Exterior Services, LLC, a house 

pressure washing service. 

Strickland has served as 

Patterson’s chief since August 

2013. 

A native of Ware County, he 

has been in law enforcement 

for the past 22 years including 

12 years with the Patterson 

Police Department. He previ-

ously worked with Blackshear 

Police Deparment, Ware Coun-

ty Sheriff’s Office and King-

sland Police Department. 

Pierce County continues 

to have a high number of new 

cases and a high transmission 

rate in the latest COVID-19 

outbreak, but there might be a 

light at the end of the tunnel. 

“Cases seem to be going 

down a little bit, but the situa-

CDC.gov

Dustin Bennett of Pierce County is an aspiring country rap artist.

ustin Bennett 

is a “Cymple Man” 

raised in the country 

in Pierce County.

The aspiring country rap 

artist recently released a video 

for his newest single “Sticks” 

filmed on location in his home 
county. 

Bennett, a 1999 graduate of 

Pierce County High School, has 

been performing for 20 years. 

“Pierce County helped mold 

me,” he said. 

Bennett points out he al-

ways enjoyed poetry when 

he was growing up and was a 

frequent winner of the school 

system’s young authors compo-

sition.

“I put it to another use,” he 

said. “I enjoy making music 

and using those rhymes.”

Bennett said he grew up 

among what he calls regular 

day-to-day, paycheck-to-pay-

check, 9 to 5 people in Pierce 

County. 

“These are people who ‘work 

hard’ for what they have, and 

‘have’ what they worked hard 

for,” he said. 

He combines his lyrics from 

memories of that upbringing 

into a “hip hop harmony.”

“I’m just your average, 

working class man,” he said. 

“When I chose the name Cym-

ple Man, that’s what I wanted 

to get across to people.” 

Bennett performs his coun-

try hip hop, southern rock and 

rap and combines it with his 

own brand of storytelling. He 

has previously released albums 

including “Overlooked” and 

“Higgs Field.”

After paying his dues on 

the performance circuit, Ben-

nett, Cymple Man, has  re-

cently signed with Dirt Rock 

Entertainment, featuring 

his friends, and fellow South 

Georgians, the Lacs, who 

are from neighboring Ap-

pling County. The Lacs are 

a duo made up of Clay “Un-

cle Snap” Sharpe and Brian 

“Rooster” King.
“They liked what I did with 

my music and they signed me,” 

Bennett said. “I am thankful 

for their friendship.”

Cymple Man’s latest album, 

“Been It” makes a lyrical play 

on words with his last name. 

One of the first singles, 
“Sticks” was filmed in Pierce 
County. 

Local residents will recog-

nize several scenes and familiar 

faces in the video. Scenes of the 

“Welcome to Blackshear” sign, 

Bear Stadium at Bearville and 

the Courthouse intersection in 

Blackshear are all featured in 

the 

video. A significant portion of 
the video features a farm scene 

filmed on the Walker Blythe 
Farm. 

It’s not the first time Cym-

ple Man has written about his 

home county and his family. 

He also wrote a song called 

“Cloud” for his late grand-

mothers, Lillie Skinner and 

Bertha Miles, who both strug-

gled with dementia in their 

twilight years. 

Filmed on location in the 

snow blanketed mountains of 

New Mexico, the track features 

Bennett recounting memories 

o f 

his grandmothers wrapping 

him in a quilt, cooking his favor-

ite meal, instilling good, whole-

some values in him and teach-

ing him the value of hard work 

by shelling peas and shucking 

corn. The heartfelt piece also 

expresses the anguish felt as 

both grandmothers slowly 

slipped away from him.

“It helped me get through 

it,” Bennett said. “It was a trib-

ute to both of them and I got a 

good response from the song. 

Dustin Bennett recently recorded 

the video for his song “Sticks” in 

Pierce County. 
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By Jason Deal

News Editor

Local artist 

records video 

in Pierce Co.
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