
Prayer breakfast set 

for Saturday, March 2
A citywide prayer break-

fast featuring Grammy and 
Dove nominated artist 
Tim Lovelace will be 
held Saturday, March 
2, at 8:30 a.m. at the 
Blackshear Church of 
God Family Life Center. 

Admission is $10 per 
person. 

Lovelace, a nationally 

known storyteller, musician 
and comedian, uses humor to 

motivate and inspire 
the audience while de-
livering life lessons.

Blackshear COG is 
located at 411 W. Car-
ter Ave. Blackshear.

For more info, con-
tact Rev. Kevin Gris-
som at 912-387-5991.
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If you paid $1 for this paper off 
a news rack, we thank you! You 
can save $22 per year by having 
it delivered to your mailbox 
each week by subscribing online 
at theblacksheartimes.com or 
calling our office at 449-6693.

Weekly Savings
• Wall’s IGA  • Harveys 
• Kroger  • Hardee’s
• Dollar General

*
INTEREST FREE

FINANCING!

EASY
IN-STORE

†FINANCING!On purchases of $1999 or more with your Synchrony Financial credit card made between 
2/27/18 and 3/24/18. 48 equal monthly payments required. See back page for details.

**

CREDIT CHECK
OPTION AVAILABLE!
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GET QUICK & EASY PRE-APPROVAL: gibsonmcdonald.com

STREEEEETCH YOUR TAX REFUND AT GIBSON MCDONALD!

NO48months

309 E. Main St.

Blackshear

449-5284
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GET QUICK & EASY PRE-APPROVAL: gibsonmcdonald.com

WHY WAIT? Get The Quality Furniture You Need At Gibson MCDonald!

Blackshear: New mayor on the job

Blackshear’s new mayor 
Kevin Grissom is ready to 
get to work. He was sworn 
in as the city’s new mayor 
Wednesday, Feb. 20, after 
qualifying for the special 
election closed at noon that 
day and Grissom was unop-
posed.

Grissom is proceeding 
with caution and learning 

the ropes, but has already 
identified some top prior-
ities for his tenure as the 
city’s new leader. He’ll fill 
the unexpired term of for-
mer Mayor Dick Larson 
through 2021.

Grissom, who has served 
as a volunteer fireman and 
city chaplain, says safety 
services for Blackshear resi-
dents is a priority, including 
continued training and pro-
visions for the police and fire 

departments. 
As Blackshear continues 

to grow, Grissom would like 
to see a full-time fire depart-
ment become a reality.

“I think we’re getting to 
that place as a city as we 
grow, but it’s too soon to say 
when,” Grissom says.

And, Grissom wants to 
give Blackshear a “more 
modern feel,” starting with 
the city’s website. He hopes 
to see it updated in the next 
few weeks with current 
forms, contact information 
and elected official listings.

“Our website is horren-

dous. It is way outdated,” 
Grissom says. “My ultimate 
goal is in a few weeks for 
you to be able to go on our 
website and pull up all the 
departments.”

Economic development 
prospects’ first connection 
with a community is often 
through their website, and 
Grissom wants to ensure 
Blackshear is presenting 
the best image possible to 
attract business and indus-
try. He’d also like to see the 
city represented on all social 
media platforms.

Continued on Page 2

BY SARAH TARR GOVE

News Editor

Do not pass: 

New bus bill 

alters ‘18 law

Be sure to stop for school 
buses loading and unloading 
children. 

While that might seem 
elementary, a change to the 
law was recently signed by 
Governor Brian Kemp. The 
legislation, known as Sen-
ate Bill (SB) 25, was the 
first law signed by Kemp 
during his tenure as gover-
nor. The law goes into effect 
immediately.

Under the new law, all 
traffic must stop when ap-
proaching a stopped school 
bus. 

SB 25 reverses last year’s 
House Bill (HB) 978, which 
allowed oncoming traffic to 
continue on a four-lane di-
vided highway if there was 
a painted turn lane divid-
ing the road. With the new 
law, all traffic approaching 
a stopped school bus on a 
divided highway — wheth-
er from behind or from the 
opposite direction — must 
stop, unless the highway is 
separated by a barrier or a 
grass median.

Penalties for failure to 
Continued on Page 2

New legislation signed by Governor Kemp 

requires both directions of traffic to stop

   Grissom gets to work fast, meets with 

dept. heads, calls council to workshop

4

Heart Month: 
Jimmy Bowen is 

grateful every day 

for his new heart.  

             – Page 15 
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Rev. Kevin Grissom was sworn in as Blackshear’s new mayor 
by Municipal Court Judge Dan Bennett last Wednesday with his 
wife, Mary Fran, at his side. Grissom took the oath upon his 
brother, Mark’s bible. Mark recently passed away.

Lady Bears season ends at Sweet 16 with tight game against Rutland • Page 6

The Blackshear Times
www.theblacksheartimes.com

 BLACKSHEAR, GEORGIA 31516  •  WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 2019

Liked by Many • Cussed by Some • Read by Them All

16 PAGES, ONE SECTION150th YEAR  •  ISSUE 9 • $1 including tax

Hometown

newspaper of

Melanie D. Clemons

Caroline Herrin (12) 

eyes the ball as she 

fights for position  
on a rebound.

always watching
It’s been a year since the Parkland school shooting. Local SRO’s are building 

relationships with students and protecting our schools one day at a time.

alentine’s Day was cele-
brated across the U.S. with 
much ado earlier this month. 
American consumers spent 

millions on flowers, chocolates and 
cards while many couples marked the 
day with their very own ‘she said yes’ 
moment. But, the nation also grieved. 

February 14 marked the one-year 
anniversary of a shooting at Marjo-
ry Stoneman Douglas High School in 
Parkland, Fla. that claimed the lives of 
17 students and staff.

The impact of that tragic, an-
ger-spurred event on what is tradition-
ally known as the one day a year when 
love, peace and harmony is most cele-
brated was felt right here at home, too.

The week after the shooting at 
MSD students, parents and teachers 
across the nation and in Pierce County 
were on edge, and law enforcement of-
ficers on high alert. 

It’s no wonder rumor of a shooting 
threat at Pierce County High School 
sparked widespread panic across our 
small community. 

And, it didn’t just happen here. 
Law enforcement agencies across 

the state were investigating similar 
reports.

Local investigators responded 
promptly, checking every possible an-
gle and conducting countless witness 
interviews. They worked through the 
night before determining there was no 

validity to the threat.
School resource officers (SROs) 

were already in place at PCHS and the 
middle school and their connections 
proved invaluable in the investiga-
tion. So, partially in response to this 
instance and as an expansion of school 
safety measures, the Board of Educa-
tion coordinated with all three local 
law enforcement agencies to place of-
ficers in every elementary school this 
year as well.

Now, nearing the completion 
of one academic year since officers 
were placed at all five Pierce County 
schools, school administrators and law 
enforcement personnel agree  — officer 
presence at each school is invaluable.

People are less likely to cause a dis-
turbance when a police officer or depu-
ty is nearby, and response time to any 
situation is narrowed from “quick” to  

“immediate.”
“Zero minutes (response time) is 

better than two minutes,” says Black-
shear Police Chief Chris Wright. “Just 
the fact officers are there deters a lot of 
things,  too.”

Yes, having officers on school cam-
puses would be a tremendous asset 
in the event of an active shooter sit-
uation, but officers are proving their 
worth in dealing immediately with 
more common safety situations, too, 
such as fights, drugs or alcohol on cam-
pus, thefts and traffic issues.

Officer presence on campus has 
given law enforcement a head start on 
some investigations.

“It’s put us out in front of several 
situations that we would have kind of 
been behind the curve on had an SRO 
not been in the school somewhere,” 

Continued on Page 2

Patterson Ele-

mentary School 

Resource Officer 
Sidney Dixon 

speaks with 

kindergarteners 

during an inter-

active class gar-

dening assign-

ment outside. 

Children Pictured 

(l-r): Hudson 

Crawford, Jaden 

Boatright, Landry 

Yeomans and 

Callie Murray.

School Resource Officer Breanna French plays a lifesize Pac-

Man game with fifth graders Zayden Council, son of Melissa 
Dixon, and Tate Clements, son of Chester and Theresa Clem-

ents, at Blackshear Elementary School. Officer French joins 
in a relay game with fifth grader Maggie Thrift, daughter of 
Mike and Karen Thrift, at BES.
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