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BY JASON DEAL

News Editor

Ind. Park rail 

spur arrives

The rail spur for the Pierce County Indus-
trial Park has arrived. 

Pierce County Industrial Development Au-
thority Director Matt Carter confirmed the 
track was delivered last week. 

Carter said CSX will meet with Adams 
Warnock to discuss laying track once the turn-
out is installed on the main CSX rail line.

Adams Warnock is the rail installation con-
tractor. The company is based in Port Went-
worth near Savannah. Adams Warnock will 
lease the track from the Southeast Georgia Re-
gional Development Authority (SGRDA).

SGRDA includes Pierce and Appling, Jeff 
Davis and Bacon counties. All four counties 
are expected to see benefits of the project.

SGRDA will receive $100 per unit ($50 in 
and $50 out) for all units into the industrial 
park. 

The IDA director says he estimates the proj-
ect will be completed in the fall of this year, 
barring any complications. 

The OneGeorgia Authority Grant of 
$500,000 was awarded to the SGRDA for the 
spur project in September, 2020.

The sidetrack/switch portion of the project 
is estimated to cost about $330,000, Carter 
said. 

Patrick Jones of Blackshear has been ap-
pointed to the Georgia Board of Regents. 

Governor Brian Kemp an-
nounced Jones’ appointment 
Thursday afternoon. 

Jones is chairman of the 
board of PrimeSouth Bank and 
is president of the Jones Co. 
and Walker Jones Automotive 
Group. The Jones Company also 
formerly owned Flash Foods 
Convenience store chain, which 
was eventually bought out by 
Circle K.

Jones will fill the seat repre-
senting Georgia’s First Congressional District 
on the Board of Regents. The district includes 
all of coastal and most of interior southeast 
Georgia.
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Fireworks lit up the night sky over Blackshear in celebration of Independence Day Sunday evening for the first 

time in recent memory. A display was planned for last year, but had to be postponed to Labor Day due to inclement 

weather. The weather was hot, muggy and humid as the brilliant colors of the display illuminated the night sky 

and Emmanuel Baptist Church. Emmanuel Baptist Church sponsored the display. Pictured bottom left, Young K.T. 

Thorne experienced his first fireworks display with his father, Kenneth. The Thornes are from Blackshear.  Pictured 

above and bottom right are views of the fireworks.

-Photos by Matthew Gardner, Jason Deal and Rachel Sauls Arnold. 

Fireworks in Blackshear

Employees with CSX Railroad unload track 

last week for a rail spur to be installed at the 

Pierce County Industrial Park. 
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