
re you looking for a way to make a little 
extra money and meet interesting peo-
ple, too?

Airbnb, an online marketplace that 
brokers unique and inexpensive lodging reser-
vations, is gaining popularity in large cities and 
metropolitan areas across the U.S. and Europe 
as an alternative to the traditional hotel experi-
ence. Now, it’s gaining popularity right here in 
Pierce County.

Several forward thinking entrepreneurs are 
taking advantage of the service as a way to make 
a little extra money by listing a spare room, 

Continued on Page 5

Hershey® 
truck a  
‘big hit’
Better Hometown receives 
rave review for Main Street 
Trick-or-Treat event Thurs.

The capital murder case for Byron 
Kenneth “Kenny” Jernigan continues 
to slowly work its way through Pierce 
County Superior Court

Jernigan is charged 
in the beating deaths 
of an elderly Patterson 
couple in December 
2017. 

Jernigan is charged 
with two counts of 
malice murder and 

felony murder in connection with the 
deaths of Dan and Flora Hollmon of 
Patterson. 

Jernigan is additionally  charged 
with burglary in the fi rst degree, ar-
son in the fi rst degree, aggravated 
assault and robbery by force. 

The Hollmons both died of injuries 
sustained after Jernigan allegedly 
severely beat them in a home inva-
sion armed robbery Dec. 10, 2017. 

Mrs. Hollmon died that evening of 
injuries she sustained in the attack. 
Though severely injured, she man-

aged to make a 911 call to summon 
help for her and her husband before 
she died. 

Mr. Hollmon survived for 21 
days. He succumbed to his injuries 
Dec. 31, 2017.

Jernigan is represented by the 
Statewide Capital Defenders Offi ce. 

Extensive motion hearings are 
expected in the case. No trial date 
has been set. 

Jernigan is believed to have gone 
to the Hollmon  home on Doris Road 
near Patterson about 8 p.m. Sun-

day, Dec. 10. 
The Hollmons knew Jernigan and 

reportedly were attempting to help 
him when he forced his way into 
their home and began beating them. 
The robbery was allegedly motivated 
by Jernigan’s drug addiction. 

Jernigan is believed to have tak-
en “an amount of cash” from the 
residence, though court documents 
report the amount stolen is “un-
known.”

There was reportedly evidence of 
Continued on Page 5

Turnout was paltry as voting got 
underway Tuesday in Blackshear’s 
municipal election and the coun-
ty-wide referendum on renewal of 
the special purpose local option sales 
tax (SPLOST).  

“It’s going to be a very slllloooww 
day,” said Leah Williamson, super-
visor of the Board of Elections of 
Registration.

Only four voters had cast ballots 
in the fi rst hour of voting at Ea-
gle Station precinct in Patterson. 
Turnout was not much better at the 
Pierce County gym, as only 18 vot-
ers  had turned out there in the fi rst 
hour. 

A total of 312 voters cast early 
votes. One local political observer 
said he doubts turnout would be 15 
percent.

Blackshear voters in Districts 5 
and 6 headed to the polls to choose 
new city council members. Shawn 
Godwin (incumbent) and Jeffrey 
Parr were seeking the District 5 
seat while Linda Dennison and Roy 
Gilleon were vying for the District 6 
seat. 

Among early voters, only 19 had 
cast ballots in district fi ve, while 34 
had voted in district six. 

A county-wide referendum call-
ing for renewal of the sales tax was 
also on the ballot, but many voters 
showing up asked why the sheriff’s 
race was not on the ballot. 

“There has been some confusion 
about that,” Williamson said. “The 
sheriff’s race won’t take place until 
May, 2020.”

Polling stations were to be open 
until 7 p.m. Tuesday. Election re-
sults were not available by The 
Times’  deadline, but will be posted 
at www.theblacksheartimes.com.

Local Airbnb hosts off er 

guests comforts of home
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If you paid $1 for this paper off 
a news rack, we thank you! You 
can save $17 per year by having 
it delivered to your mailbox 
each week by subscribing online 
at theblacksheartimes.com or 
calling our offi ce at 449-6693.

Weekly Savings
• Wall’s IGA         • Kroger 
• Tractor Supply   • Belk 
•  VCI-Aetna (2) • Sears 
• Dollar General • Harvey’s        

Kenny Jernigan
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CREDIT NEEDED
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A day of tribute
On Monday, we honor our veterans. 

A Veterans Day ceremony is set for 11 a.m. in the city park – Page 2

Main Street was buzzing with activity 
last Thursday night as costumed children 
– and several adults – headed downtown 
for a sweet treat.

Local offi cials estimate 6,500 people 
turned out for Blackshear’s Downtown 
Trick-or-Treat event Halloween night. The 

Continued on Page 2

Election 
turnout
dismal
Tuesday

Jernigan case trudges through Sup. Court
Kenny Jernigan charged with murders of Patterson couple, Dan and Flora Hollmon

Linda  Dennison

Shawn Godwin

Roy Gilleon

Jeffrey Parr

Seven-year-old Daniel Bautista, aka Spider-
man, son of Josepha Simon, used his ‘spidey’ 
skills to shimmy a lightpole on Main Street in 
hopes of a better view of the Hershey® truck.

Linda Nessmith, helps manage and clean this Black-
shear home listed on Airbnb. The home belongs to her 
daughter, Melanie Fields.

This home on Greenleaf Street is operated by Melanie Fields as an Airbnb spot and stays booked with individuals, 
and families visiting Blackshear for a variety of reasons. Visitors all comment on the welcoming and loving atmo-
spher of the home, particularly the Southern-style porch that is perfect for “front porch sitting.”

HomeHome

Bears gunning for 

Region Trophy
With a victory over the Appling County 
Pirates last Friday night, the undefeat-
ed PCHS Bears are headed to Liberty 
County this week with their sights set on 
another Region Championship. – Page 7

Quavien Bell (No. 4) runs through a hole 
opened up by Bear blockers in Friday’s win over 
Appling.       – Photo by Jennifer Carter Johnson
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