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If you paid $1 for this paper off a 
news rack, we thank you! You can 
save $17 per year by having it deliv-
ered to your mailbox each week by 
subscribing online at theblackshear-
times.com or calling our office at 
449-6693.
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BY JASON DEAL

News Editor

House fire  
on Eugene 
Drive was  
an arson

A mobile home fire Jan. 26 has been 
determined to have been intentionally set. 

The Pierce County Volunteer Fire 
Department was dispatched at 8:35 p.m. 
to  the single-wide mobile home located on 
Eugene Drive in the Oak Ridge Community in 
the southwestern part of the county. 

The residence was unoccupied at the time 
of the fire and since the blaze was suspicious 
the Georgia State Fire Marshal was called in 
to investigate.

Investigators with the State Insurance and 
Fire Safety Commissioner’s Office has ruled 
the fire as “incendiary in nature”. 

A reward of up to $10,000 is being offered 
for information leading to an arrest and arrest 
of those responsible for the arson. 

“There were no occupants residing in 
the structure for at least 8 months prior to 
the time of the fire,” said State Insurance 
Commissioner John King. “Investigators 
quickly suspected foul play as the residence 
did not have an active power connection due to 
the inoccupancy. Anyone with information on 
this fire should call the Georgia Arson Control 
Hotline at 1-800-252-5804.”

The State Insurance Commissioner’s Office 
is assisting the Pierce County Fire Department 
with the investigation.

Coach Maureen “Mo” Brown, 
long-time Pierce County athletic 
director, is retiring after almost 
40 years of service. 

Brown, a much beloved 
figure in Pierce 
County, made the 
announcement last 
week. 

She has 38 years 
of service as a coach 
and has served for 
the past 29 years 
as athletic director 
at Pierce County 
Middle School. 

Her resignation 
was accepted 
by the board of education at 
their monthly work session last 
Thursday morning. She will 
officially retire at the end of the 
school year. 

Affectionately known as “Coach 
Mo,” Brown was a standout bas-
ketball and track star at Black-
shear High in the late 1970s, 
played collegiate basketball at 
South Georgia College and Geor-
gia College before moving on to 
a successful high school coaching 
career. Beginning in the 1980s, 
Brown served stints as head coach 
of girls basketball, girls softball, 
and girls golf at Pierce County 
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Death on 
Manning 
Circle being  
investigated

An investigation is underway 
into the death of a woman on Olin 
Manning Circle in Blackshear 
Sunday afternoon, Jan. 29.  

Sheriff Ramsey Bennett con-
firmed the death, but declined ad-
ditional comment. 

“We are awaiting identification 
and cause of death from the state 
crime lab before we can release 
any additional information,” the 
sheriff said. 

Olin Manning Circle is located 
off U.S. Highway 84 on the west-
ern outskirts of Blackshear.

PCHS baseball field to get 

new LED lighting –  Page 8A

Herman Talmadge McCarthy saw up close and 
first hand the horrors of the War in Vietnam, but 
he also captured snapshots of the conflict with a 
camera he took with him on his tour of duty with 
the U.S. Army. 

McCarthy recently sat down with The Times 

to revisit the hundreds of snap shots stored in a 
photo album recording his time of service in the 
War.

Like many who served there, McCarthy did 
not always want to remember what went on there 
back then. But, as his generation grows older and 
begins to pass on, he wants to tell his story. He 
wants to record what he and his brothers-in-arms 

Top photo: Herman McCarthy shows photos from one of his albums from his time during the War in Viet-

nam. Pictured above: McCarthy’s unit had a pet dog, “Sweetpea”. “Sweetpea”, McCarthy says, saved 

the lives of he and his men more times than he could count. 
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Herman Talmadge McCarthy gives glimpse 

of war through photos he took in Vietnam

Pictured above, right: McCarthy took this photo of a Vietnamese officer of the Army of the Republic of 

Vietnam (ARVN) who served as a scout for McCarthy’s company. Pictured below is a painting McCa-

rthy did of a waterfront in Vietnam.

A fire that destroyed this mobile home Jan. 26 

has been determined to be arson. 
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