
Local law enforcement agencies may 
soon be buying new equipment and 
supplies with funds seized during a 
multi-agency drug and murder investiga-
tion here last October.  

A settlement was reached last week 
regarding approximately $200,000 seized 
at a residence on Fawn Lane (off Church 
Street) when a search warrant was exe-
cuted here October 17 in connection with 
the murder of 24-year-old Sabron Markez 
Mosby in Alma a few days earlier. The 
funds  — reportedly payment for illegal 
drugs  — marked the largest cash seizure 
Blackshear Police Department has ever 
recovered in a state investigation.
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Archers take your stance, 
draw, anchor, aim and release. 
That arrow will surely fi nd its 
mark.

Laura Chapel in Patterson 
may be a self-described “coun-
try church” but their members 
have found their mark   — 
they’re investing in kids from 
all over Pierce County one bow 
and arrow at a time.

Last year the church 
launched Centershot, a youth 
program that teaches ar-
chery skills and Biblical con-
cepts. Every Wednesday night 
church members teach chil-
dren Bible lessons themed 
around archery, provide ar-
chery instruction on the range 
constructed at Laura Chapel, 
and feed 15-30 participants.

Pastor Daniel Harris was 
looking for a “hands on” chil-
dren’s program when he heard 
about the curriculum.

Centershot was the perfect 
fi t.

“It was just something we 
could do to engage our young 
people and our kids,” Har-
ris says. “So many kids these 
days have a cell phone. That’s 
all they do, have their heads 
down.” 

Centershot, a national-
ly-used Christian youth pro-
gram, has been a successful 
outreach for churches who 
implement it for one simple 
reason. 

Everyone can shoot.
Small children, teens and 

adults alike enjoy learning 
archery. It’s a program that 
brings families, or church com-
munities, together to learn the 
sport.  Laura Chapel operates 

Centershot in two 8-week ses-
sions, one in the spring and 
another in the fall, and they 
hope to incorporate adult com-
petitions soon as well.

Every week students gath-

er at the Patterson church 
where they are taught a vari-
ety of skills through the sport 
of archery  — hand/eye coor-
dination, focusing on a target, 
proper stance and operation of 
a bow. 

“There’s a number of phys-
ical skills they’re learning,” 
Harris says. “Everybody loves 
it.”

Each student on the range 
is accompanied by an instruc-
tor. The group is typically split 
into two sections by age. One 
class stays in the building for 
their Bible lesson while the 
other class heads to the range. 
Then they swap places.

The program keeps stu-
dents moving, burns off some 
energy and makes for a good 
time, but Harris is quick to 
point out archery is not the 
primary focus of Centershot. 
The program’s motto is “mak-
ing Christ the target of our 
lives.”

“That’s the most important, 
of course,” Harris says.  “We 
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Not many people can 
claim to have driven near-
ly 300,000 miles over the 
course of their career, but 
Patricia James can. 

“Neither snow nor rain 
nor heat nor gloom of night” 
kept James from completing 
her route  — and keeping 
the post offi ce creed  — as 

a Blackshear mail carrier 
for more than 30 years. The 
blistering heat of summer 
was James’ most common 
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BY SARAH TARR GOVE

News Editor

Randy Lovell, bow instructor, helps Zoey Beverly take aim as she sets her sights on the target down-
fi eld at Laura Chapel’s Centershot youth program.

Patricia James, longtime city mail carrier, 
delivers mail on her last route through town.

Youths learn archery skills, 
life lessons at Centershot 

Kara McMaster 
listens to bow 
instructions from 
Millie Walker at 
Laura Chapel’s 
weekly Center-
shot program. 
The class, a 
youth ministry 
of the church, is 
free and open to 
the public.

Blackshear mail carrier 
‘loves her people’

County 
to hold 
monthly 
cleanups

The county will begin holding clean up 
days once per month in various locations 
county-wide. A schedule for the clean-ups 
was fi nalized and announced this week. 

Dates and locations for the clean-up 
days include:

• July 6-7, Otter Creek Fire Station, 
5942 Owens Road, Patterson,

• August 3-4, Stewart Drive between 
N. & S. Lightsey Ave., Bristol,

• September 7-8, Session Hill Commu-
nity Center, 3105 Allen Avenue, Black-
shear,

• October 5-6, Southside Fire Station, 
4621 St. John’s Church Road, Blackshear,

• November 2-3, Sunset Fire Station, 
1436 Sunset Road, Blackshear,

• December 7-8, Hacklebarney Fire 
Station, 7055 Hacklebarney Road, Black-
shear,

• January 4-5, 2020 Otter Creek Fire 
Station, 5942 Owens Road, Patterson,

• February 1-2, 2020 Stewart Drive be-
tween N. & S. Lightsey Ave., Bristol,

• March 7-8, 2020 Session Hill Com-
munity Center, 3105 Allen Avenue, Black-
shear,

• April 4-6, 2020 Southside Fire Sta-
tion 4621 St. John’s Church Road, Black-
shear,

• May 2-3, 2020 Sunset Fire Station, 
1436 Sunset Road, Blackshear, and

• June 6-7, 2020 Hacklebarney Fire 
Station, 7055 Hacklebarney Road, Black-
shear.

The clean up day program was added 
as part of a new one year deal the county 
approved with Republic Services for waste 
pick-up service. 
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Events scheduled in several 
locations across the county

Nearly $200K was recovered 
in drug, murder investigation

Patricia James retires after 30+ years on the route

BPD, PCSO 
split drug $$ 
seized last yr.

Randy Lovell, bow
fi eld at Laura Cha


