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Frequently wash
or sanitize your hands

Wear a mask in 
public areas

Social distance 
at least 6 Feet 

If you are sick, stay home 
and call your 

health care provider

Cale Turbeville developed a love 
for farming at a young age

Matthew Johnsen has been sentenced to 35 years — 
20 years to be served in prison — in the August 2020 
death of Katelyn “Kay” Dewberry. 

Johnsen, 33, pled guilty to voluntary manslaughter, 
cruelty to a child in the second degree and possession 
of a firearm during the commission of a felony in Pierce 
County Superior Court Monday, October 18.

Johnsen was sentenced to 35 years on the three 
counts, with 20 to be served in prison and the 15-year 
balance to be served on probation. 

Johnsen pled before Judge Jeffrey Kight. The State 
was represented by Assistant District Attorney Rocky 
Bridges of the Waycross Judicial Circuit. Johnsen was 
represented by Carter Smith, Assistant Public Defend-
er with the Waycross Judicial Circuit Public Defend-
er’s Office. 

All other charges in the 15-count indictment were 
dismissed in exchange for the plea deal. Johnsen had 
been indicted for malice murder in connection with the 
case. 

According to court transcripts, Dewberry came over 
to Johnsen’s home at about 6:15 p.m. Wednesday, July 
29, 2020. Johnsen’s home is located in the Farr’s Com-
munity off of U.S. Highway 84 in the south-central 
area of the county. 

An argument, defined as “domestic” in nature in-
volving Johnsen, Dewberry and another female, en-
sued. 

Tensions escalated during the argument and Dew-
berry entered Johnsen’s home and reportedly threat-
ened him. Johnsen retrieved a .22 caliber rifle and 
warned Dewberry to leave. Dewberry did not comply 
with the demand and Johnsen fired the weapon, strik-
ing Dewberry in the jaw. After she fell to the floor, 

Johnsen sentenced to 35 years; to serve 

20 years in prison, 15 years probation

Cale Turbeville is shown with his dog “Copper” on his tractor in the field near his Riggins Road farm. Photo special to The Times.

Teen loves farming

Cale Turbeville loves farming. 
That’s not an unusual affection in an 

area like Pierce County where agriculture 
is king. 

What is unusual, however, is his age. 
Cale is only 16 years old, but he already 

has farming in his blood. 
“I’ve always enjoyed farming,” Cale said 

with a long southern drawl. “I have for as 

long as I can remember.”
Fascinated by tractors and farming 

implements from his earliest memories, 
Cale’s mother, Jena, laughs when she re-
counts how she and Cale’s father, Donnie, 
tried to ease him into his ag experience be-
hind the wheel of the lawn mower. 

“He was probably seven or eight when 
we put books in the lawn mower seat and 
strapped him to it, just so he could mow,” 
she said. 

Not satisfied with just tending the 

lawn, soon after Cale began planting a 
garden with his grandparents, Jerry “Pop 
Pop” and Dana “NeNe” Carter.

Afterwards, he and his parents began 
planning a garden at their home. 

While he had plenty of help and guid-
ance from his parents and grandparents, 
Cale said he is grateful they allowed him 
to do the work and get the experience of 
learning how to grow things on his own. 

He realized that farming was his pas-
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News Editor

Matthew Johnsen 

pleads guilty in

Dewberry’s death

Another pedestrian 

struck in Blackshear
A pedestrian was struck and seriously injured Tues-

day evening, Oct. 26, on U.S. Highway 84 near the 
Town Square Village Plaza that houses SnoBiz, Crazy 
Rick’s Cafe and Warehouse Billiards. 

Details are sketchy, but Blackshear Police Chief 
Chris Wright confirmed a pedestrian was seriously in-
jured in the accident. 

The injured person was flown by AirEvac medical 
helicopter to a medical facility, but Wright was unsure 
where. 

The accident investigation was turned over to the 
Georgia State Patrol. 

An official accident report had not been completed 
at press time.

The incident was the third involving a pedestrian 
since February of this year.

Shop Small Christmas Crawl

Keep the cheer here and shop at home this holi-
day season.

That’s what Pierce County Chamber of Commerce 
Director Sarah Gove and Better Hometown Manager 
Bethany Strickland are asking folks to do – and they 

are offering local shoppers a chance to win approxi-
mately $700 in gift cards for their efforts.

The two organizations recently launched “Shop 
Small Christmas Crawl,” an initiative designed to 

Holiday shoppers could win $700 in gift cards by shopping locally

Daylight Savings Time 
Ends November 7

Daylight Savings Time ends at 2 a.m. 
Sunday, November 7. Residents are re-
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News Editor

minded to set their clocks back 
one hour before they go to bed 
Saturday night.

The Georgia Arson Control 
Board (GAC) also reminds citi-
zens the time change is an oppor-
tunity to change the batteries in 
their smoke detectors.
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