
Davis, Schenck spend the holidays 

making, selling one-of-a-kind gifts

Why buy run-of-the-mill, mass 
produced holiday trinkets when 
you can gift a loved one with a one-
of-a-kind Christmas ornament or 
wreath?

Pierce County boasts dozens of 
crafters who have been busy this 
holiday season filling orders for 
customers choosing to shop from 
their friends and neighbors for 
unique Christmas treasures rather 
than with the click of a ‘buy now’ 
button on Amazon.

Tracey Davis and Linda Schenck 
are just a couple of local artisans 
who’ve been busy this month cre-
ating custom decorations and gifts 

made to order.
Both women have been honing 

their craft of wreath making and 
crocheting for 
years.

D a v i s 
first start-
ed weaving 
wreaths from 
g r a p e v i n e s 
and then be-
gan teaching 
herself other 
t e c h n i q u e s  
— long before 
Youtube tu-
torials were 
instantly ac-
cessible. Schenck has been crochet-
ing for so long, she rarely consults 

a pattern anymore.
Schenck began crocheting before 

she had children as a way to pass 

the time while her newly married 
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Early voting in a run-off elec-
tion for two U.S. senate seats and 
one public service commissioner 
seat opened Monday and will run 
through noon Thursday, Decem-
ber 31. Election Day is Tuesday, 
January 5.

Senator David Perdue (R) is 
facing a challenge from Democrat 
Jon Ossoff while Senator Kelly 
Loeffler is fending off a challenge 
from Democrat, the Rev. Rapha-
el Warnock, to fill the unexpired 
term of Johnny Isakson who re-
signed for health reasons last 
year. Governor Brian Kemp ap-
pointed Loeffler to fill the seat.

Public Service Commissioner 
Lauren Bubba McDonald Jr. (R) is 
facing a challenge from  Democrat 
Daniel Blackman.

Advance voting will be open 
8:30 a.m - 5 p.m. Monday through 
Friday at the elections office in 
the Courthouse Annex on Nicholls 
Street. Polls will be closed all day 
Thursday, December 24 and Fri-
day, December 25, in observance 
of the Christmas holidays and will 
close at noon Thursday, December 
31 and all day Friday, January 1 
in observance of New Year’s Day. 
There will be no early voting on 
Monday, January 4. 

Some of Blackshear Police 
Department’s prisoners may be 
turned away at the door to the 
county jail come January 1.

That’s if the city and Sher-
iff Ramsey Bennett don’t reach 
a consensus on a renegotiation 

of the daily rate for housing 
city inmates. Chief Wright and 
Bennett were slated to meet 
this week.

Bennett sent a letter to city 
officials September 28 request-
ing a renegotiation of an in-
mate housing intergovernmen-
tal agreement dated October 
31, 2013 be conducted before 

the end of the year. That agree-
ment formalized the rate at 
$35/day.

The sheriff is requesting 
a $10 increase to $45/day for 
each city inmate housed in the 
jail, and told The Times he esti-
mates that will be an additional 
$5,000 annual cost to the city.

“We’re not talking about 
an earth-shaking amount of 
money. In round figures we’re 
talking $5,000 a year,” Bennett 
said.

The city reportedly paid 

$20,000 in inmate housing fees 
in fiscal year 2019 and contrib-
uted $5,000 to the jail mainte-
nance fund the same year. Po-
lice Chief Chris Wright pulled 
those figures for the council to 
review last week rather than 
for the current fiscal year which 
has been skewed lower by the 
ongoing coronavirus pandemic.

City council members dis-
cussed the matter, reviewing 
alternate proposals presented 
by the police chief at a Novem-
ber 30 work session, and in-

structed City Attorney Adam 
Ferrell to counter Bennett’s 
request.

Ferrell did so in a letter dat-
ed December 1, but advised the 
council last week the sheriff 
was not willing to accept any of 
the city’s proposals.

“He’s pretty adamant that 
he’s asking to increase the per 
diem to $45/day,” Ferrell said. 
“He was not agreeable to any of 
our alternatives.” 

The city countered Bennett’s 
request by potentially agree-

ing to the $45 per diem rate, 
but only for inmates arrested 
on offenses within Blackshear 
Municipal Court’s jurisdiction. 
The Municipal Court process-
es violation of city ordinances, 
traffic offenses and certain mis-
demeanors (as allowed by state 
law), receiving fine revenue for 
those cases.

The city does not want to pay 
a  daily rate for anyone arrested 
on Superior Court, State Court 
or Juvenile Court
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Brandi Todd is new 

principal at MES  
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Assistant Principal Brandi Todd 

was promoted to take the helm at 

Midway Elementary School Tuesday 

morning at a called BOE meeting. 

Longtime principal, Dr. Walker Todd, 

has moved to the board office.
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Komanecky 
to represent 
District Five

Sharon Komanecky is the newest 
member of the Blackshear City Council 
after qualifying unopposed for the Dis-
trict Five seat following a recall election 
December 1 that unseated Shawn God-
win. Komanecky spearheaded a petition 
effort earlier this year that led to the re-
call election.

Komanecky was sworn in Monday 
evening at city hall.

Komanecky told The Times she was 
surprised to be the sole qualifier for the 
open seat, and didn’t initially have plans 
to run for council when she organized 
the petition effort to unseat Godwin.

“Honestly, I was prepared to cam-
paign for a January 12 election! I am 
very excited for this opportunity to join 
the council and serve the City of Black-
shear,” Komanecky says. “My desire from 
the beginning was to do what I thought 
was best for the City of Blackshear and 
District 5. In each step of the recall pro-
cess, there were many residents who en-
couraged me to consider qualifying if the 
recall was successful.”

Since Komanecky qualified unop-
posed, there is no need for a special elec-
tion to be held. Pierce County Board of 
Elections issued a cancellation notice 
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Tracey Davis’ stress melts away when she’s crafting bows and wreaths. Above, Davis creates a Christmas tree topper, 

one of many she’s sold this season, in her craft room where “all the magic happens” says her husband, Benji Davis.

Vote now 

in Senate 

run-off

Sharon Komanecky was sworn in as Black-

shear’s newest council member Monday in 

front of the city’s seal.

Bennett, city haggle over jail contract
   Sheriff, police chief slated to meet, work out 

details of inmate housing agreement this week
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Bears in Final Four: Ready to go all the way!
The Pierce County Bears advanced to the Final Four Friday night with a home turf 

quarterfinal victory over Carver-Atlanta. Sixth-ranked Pierce County defeated Carv-
er-Atlanta 51-18 with a strong defense, limiting the visitors to just 66 total yards in 

the first half. Our Bears recorded 11 stops at or behind the line of scrimmage 
Friday night. – Page 6
At left, DJ Bell strong arms a defender as he runs down field – Photo by Jennifer Carter Johnson

Early voting for January 

election opened Mon.

Linda Schenck 

has been 

crocheting for 

so many years 

that she rarely 

consults a pat-

tern these days. 

She’s busy whip-

ping up gifts and 

ornaments this 

season. At left, 

Shank crochets a 

baby blanket.


