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Pierce County Chamber of 
Commerce Executive Director An-
gela Manders resigned Thursday.

“Being the 
executive direc-
tor of the Pierce 
County Cham-
ber of Commerce 
has been one of 
the most chal-
lenging and re-
warding endeav-
ors of my life. I 
thought I would 
be here forever; 
however ... I re-
alized a couple of 
months ago that 
my work here is 
done. It is time 
for me to pursue 
some personal 
goals,” Manders 
wrote in her res-
ignation letter.

When Manders was hired in 
March 2014, the Chamber needed 
to be restructured.

“(Manders) dedication and 
leadership cannot be understated. 
She rebuilt the chamber into an 
effective and well-respected pillar 
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Manders 
resigns as 
Chamber
director

City awards contract 
to new company

Ryland is 
garbage 
pick up 
provider

Blackshear residents will 
have a new garbage pick up ser-
vice by July, and your pick up 
day may change depending on 
where you live. 

The city council voted unani-
mously to switch providers from 
Republic Services to Ryland En-
vironmental at last week’s coun-
cil meeting after Ryland bid a 
lower rate for both residential 
and commercial garbage pick up. 

Ryland is headquarted in 
Dublin with locations in Way-
cross, Baxley, Centerville, Sa-
vannah and Tifton. The com-
pany serves middle and south 
Georgia.

Continued on Page 5

‘I have had 

the privilege 

of working 

alongside 

some great 

(people).’

– Angela Manders
Chamber Director

Literary has record season – P2   Bears take region trophy – P6

Pierce County is a safer 
place to live this week after 
the Sheriff’s Offi ce’s Aggres-
sive Criminal Enforcement 
(ACE) Unit seized more 
than $332,000 of metham-
phetamine. 

Thomas Heath Holmes, 
47, of a Blackshear address 
was arrested last Wednes-
day, April 14, and charged 

with possession of meth-
amphetamine, possession 
of cocaine and possession of 
marijuana. 

According to Sheriff 
Ramsey Bennett, the ACE 
Unit received a tip about 
illegal drug activity in the 
Oak Ridge Trail area. 

“It took us a little time to 
investigate the tip and make 
a case, but we worked it hard 
and we were able to make 
the bust and seize the drugs 

and keep this poison off the 
streets,” said Bennett. 

ACE unit investigators 
worked with offi cers from 
the United States Probation 
Offi ce and the Bureau of Al-
cohol Tobacco and Firearms 
to serve the search warrant 
and make the bust. Holmes 
was on parole from serving 
a federal prison sentence for 
traffi cking cocaine. 

Law enforcement offi cers 
Continued on Page 5

BY JASON DEAL

Staff  Writer

ACE Unit makes big meth 

bust, seizes $107K in cash
Drugs street-valued at $332,000

Sheriff Bennett (center) is shown with ACE Unit Investigators including 
from l-r Bradley Kicklighter, Corey Belue, Jacob Winters and Kevin Britt. 
The ACE team seized meth, cocaine, marijuana and $107,000 in cash.

Feed the birds

Few things are more relaxing 
than front porch sitting while 
watching the birds feed nearby.

“I sit out here and hear the 
wind chimes and watch the 
birds,” says Roxanne Carter, 
longtime Blackshear native.

“We’ll get a cup of coffee and 
sit out there to watch all the 

birds come to eat,” agrees Tom-
my Nimmer.

Nimmer and Carter live 
across town from each other, 
but they’ve both been putting 
out seed for years in hopes of 
attracting colorful birds to their 
yards in the morning and eve-
ning. 

There are peak seasons, but 
in South Georgia, most folks 
will have birds year round if 

they keep putting out seed. Car-
ter took over fi lling up the feed-
ers after her husband, Butch, 
passed a few months ago. He 
hung up feeders 20 years ago, 
she says.

“He always kept them full, 
summer and winter. And, we’ve 
always had birds year round,” 
Carter said while refi lling a 
feeder in her front yard. 

Continued on Page 11 

BY SARAH TARR GOVE

News Editor

K. Johnson 
is a ‘STAR’

Kade Johnson has been named Pierce Coun-
ty’s STAR student and has selected Brett Brook-
er as his STAR teacher. 

Johnson scored 1,460 of a 
possible 1,600 score on the SAT. 
The STAR student is chosen 
annually based on academic ex-
cellence and attaining the high-
est SAT score among the senior 
class. The announcement is gen-
erally made in February, but the 
SAT testing schedule was de-
layed due to COVID-19.

Johnson is the son of Keith 
Johnson and Jill Johnson of 
Blackshear. He also has a 
younger sister, Jenna Johnson.

He is a member of the BETA 
Club and is employed at Dairy 
Queen of Blackshear. 

Johnson plans to attend 
South Georgia State College in 
Waycross and major in biology. 
He is currently ranked 11th of 
the 213 seniors in his class.

Johnson has a strong work 
ethic and is “a great student and individual” 
says his STAR teacher.

“He works his tail off at Dairy Queen and he 
is very humble and doesn’t brag,” said Brooker. 
“He just does his work and takes care of and 

Continued on Page 2

Roxanne Carter refi lls a bird feeder at her home in Blackshear. She enjoys sitting on the porch, watching the birds 
feed and listening to wind chimes tinkling nearby. Springtime brings a variety of colorful birds to her feeders.

BY JASON DEAL

Staff  Writer

Brooker named STAR teacher

Bird lovers share tips for drawing 
feathered friends to the yard

Kade Johnson

Brett Brooker

Roxanne Carter refi lls a bird
f d d li t i g t i d
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