
The Pecan Festival of Georgia, host-
ed annually by the Blackshear Exchange 
Club, has been can- celed for 2020.

Initially set for 
Saturday, October
24, club board mem-
bers voted earlier 
this month to cancel 
the festival due to 
COVID-19 (coronavi-
rus) concerns.

Event sponsors and 
some vendors had re-
portedly expressed concern over the abili-
ty to maintain social distancing among the 
crowds in attendance and some live enter-
tainment acts – including Pierce County 
High School’s Sound of Silver – would not 
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Bear football season will 
kick off Friday, Sept. 4, but 
new procedures — including 
fan capacity limits — will 
be in place due to COVID-19 
(coronavirus). 

The 2020 football season 
is set to get underway at 7:30 
p.m. Friday, September 4, 
with the Bears playing host 
to the Brunswick Pirates.  

The PCHS administration 
will implement new safety 
measures to provide a safer 
environment for fans, staff 
and students.

Attendance at Bear Sta-
dium will be limited to 60 
percent capacity for all 
games. Tickets will be $8. 
Student tickets will be sold 
at all lunches in the PCHS 
cafeteria Monday, August 
31-Wednesday, Sept. 2. 

General public ticket 

sales will be from 11 a.m. -2 
p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 1, and 
Wednesday, Sept. 2, at the 
new PCHS ticket booth, lo-
cated in the large student 
parking lot near the tennis 
courts. This will be the pub-
lic’s only opportunity to pur-
chase tickets in person using 
cash.  Any remaining unsold 
tickets will be made available 
for purchase on the GoFan 
digital ticket site at 8 a.m. 
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Duward Boatright will be the new 
chairman of the Pierce County Board of 
Education.

Boatright was named as 
chairman of the school board 
by his fellow board members 
at a called meeting Monday 
morning, August 24. 

First district board 
member Jack Saussy put 
Boatright’s name in nomina-
tion for the position. 

“There is no one more 
qualifi ed (for the job) than 
Duward,” he said. 

Second district board 
member Mitch Hall made the second and 
agreed with Saussy’s comment. 

“This is the best decision we can make. 
He is our most senior member on the board 
and he will do a fi ne job,” Hall said. 

Third district Chip Griner also ex-
pressed his confi dence in Boatright and all 
three voted in favor of the motion. 

Boatright, vice chairman of the board, 
had been acting as chairman following the 
resignation of former board chair Linda 
Zechmann. 

Zechmann resigned effective Friday, 
August 14. She and her husband have 
since relocated to South Carolina. 

First elected to represent district four 
in 2006, Boatright was currently in the 
middle of his fourth term and is the most 
senior board member. He submitted his 
resignation to Governor Brian Kemp as 
district 4 board member Friday evening. 
The resignation was effective at 7 a.m. 
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Bear Stadium: 60 percent 

fan capacity this season
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Amris Bedford, Pierce Coun-
ty Bright Spot Award (2019) 
winner and Midway Elementary 
School student, returned home 
Saturday from an extended stay 
at St. Jude’s Childrens Research 
Hospital in Memphis where 
she’s been undergoing cancer 
treatment for several months.

Bedford’s homecoming was 
a heartwarming affair as her 

family’s vehicle was escorted 
down Main Street and College 
Avenue by fi re and police vehi-
cles. Classmates, friends, teach-
ers and community supporters 
lined College Ave. holding signs 
and balloons to welcome Bed-
ford home.

A group of Bedford’s friends, 
with the help of their parents, 
organized a lemonade and bake 

sale stand at the corner of Col-
lege and Main, in front of the 
Southeast Georgia Regional Ag-
riculture Center (SEGARAC), 
Saturday morning and raised 
$3,550 toward Bedford’s medi-
cal expenses in just a few hours.

Nancy Perry hosted a Camp 
Rocks painting event for kids in 
conjunction with the sale. 

Continued on Page 11

Bennett: 
‘You’ll be 
notified 
instantly’

Pierce County School System will 
not be releasing a weekly status re-
port for COVID-19 (coronavirus) 
cases within each school  — per the 
advice of Department of Education 
and Department of Public Health of-
fi cials — but every parent who needs 
to quarantine their child at home will 
be notifi ed by a school administrator 
immediately.

That was the report School Supt. 
Dara Bennett gave The Times last 
week in response to community in-
quiries about whether or not weekly 
status updates would be provided by 
the school system. 

“That has to come from the Depart-
ment of Public Health (DPH). They 
advise us of the cases and we don’t 
keep that data,” Bennett says. “We 
are supposed to contact and be in con-
stant communication with DPH about 
outbreaks.”  

“To my knowledge none of our area 
school districts are releasing any kind 
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Pierce County High School Bears storm the fi eld last sea-

son. The Bears will play again this year, but in front of a 

much smaller crowd of cheering fans at Bear Stadium.

Boatright 
appointed 
BOE chair

School Supt. attempts to 

address parent concerns 

about virus exposure 

notifi cation procedure

Exchange Club votes to cancel 

longtime festival due to COVID-19

Bedford welcomed home with parade

Pecan Festival 

is canceled

Top photo: Pictured (l-r): Jocelyn An-

derson, Maria Fazio, Presley Whit-

tington, Brystal Bennett, Blair Ben-

nett, Mary Mac Cochran, Marlee 

Kate Wetherington, Maya Cochran, 

Sophia Cochran and Fleming Co-

chran hold signs welcoming Amris 

Bedford home. Center photo: Alary, 

Marlee,  family dog ‘She,’ Ross and 

Amris Bedford were all smiles after 

returning home from Memphis Satur-

day. Above at right: Jocelyn Anderson 

looks up from her task of painting 

Camp Rocks to smile big. Above at 

right: Isabella Fazio painted a Camp 

Rock Saturday in support of Bedford. 

At left: Maya Cochran holds a ‘lemon-

ade for Amris’ sign Saturday morning 

as she encourages passersby to stop 

and support their fundraiser.

Mattox researches

recycling options 
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