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FIRST SENIOR 

DANCE A SUCCESS

Lots of people apparently feel 
like dancing. 

Over 100 people turned out  
September 3 for the latest revival 
of the local senior dance hosted at 
Oak Lane Events in Blackshear.

Attendees paid a $10 entrance 
fee and were immediatley regis-
tered to win one of five door prizes 
being awarded later in the night. 

Fred Hand acted as DJ for the 

event, performing classic hits by 
Conway Twitty, Brooks and Dunn, 
the Righteous Brothers and more.

Light refeshments were also 
provided.

The event was one of several 
similar dances organized in sur-
rounding areas and attracted at-
tendants from several area coun-
ties. A dance was held locally prior 
to the pandemic. 

“People come from all over: 
Douglas, Waycross, Tifton, Bruns-
wick...We had one guy come from 

Metter,” said Pam Carter, who as-
sists DJ Hand.

Turnout was so good Oak Lane 
Events owner Tina Dixon suggest-
ed she might have to expand the 
event hall before next month’s 
dance.

“The phone rang off the hook all 
week long,” Dixon said. “I knew it 
would be 50 or 500 (people attend-
ing).”

Door prizes were donated by 
Ace Hardware and Christy’s Down 
South. 

BY ETHAN MITCHELL

Staff Writer

Homecoming 

Parade set 

for Sept. 19
It is almost time for Pierce County’s 

annual homecoming parade.
The parade will be held at 6 p.m. 

Monday, September 19.  
PCHS homecoming is set for Friday, 

September 23. The Bears will face off 
against Brantley County. The culmi-
nation of homecoming week will be the 
crowning of the queen at halftime. 

The parade will start at 6:30 p.m. at 
Emmanuel Baptist Church on W. Carter 
Ave. and conclude at the Board of Educa-
tion office on Main Street.

The theme for this year’s parade is 
“We’ve got the Beat”

A number of activities are planned for 
the week at PCHS. 

Dress up days include Disco Day 
Monday, September 19, Patriotic Day 
Tuesday, September 20, Western Day 
Wednesday, September 21, Twin Day 
Thursday, September 22 and School 
Spirit Day Friday.

Parade entry forms are avail-
able at https://www.facebook.com/
photo/?fbid=137780095619547&se
t=a.107403678657189 and must be 
turned in no later than noon Thursday, 
Sept. 15 at 12pm. 

Participants are asked to please be 
their spots by 6 p.m. Monday, September 
19. Failing to report at your designated 
time and location may result in your 
elimination from the parade as the roads 
will be closed.

General rules include:
• No throwing candy, etc. from 

vehicles. People may walk along 
side entry to disperse candy, etc.

• No semis or other big/tall vehicles 
that have limited ground visibili-
ty or braking issues are allowed.

• All entries must be decorated in 
the parade theme.∙No spinning 
out, excessive noise, dangerous, 
or boisterous behavior is allowed.

• All live animals must be preap-

Ryland Environmental, Inc., 
will be the county’s new solid 
waste collection provider. 

Commissioners awarded Ry-
land with the contract at its reg-
ular meeting last Tuesday night. 

Ryland, based in Dublin,  bid 
$18.25 per month for the service. 
The company also has an office in 
Baxley.

The county’s current provider, 
Republic Services, bid $21.85 per 
month. Republic is based in Phoe-
nix, AZ, but has an office in Way-
cross.

Residents currently pay $15.88 
per month for weekly service. Res-
idents are billed on a three-month 
cycle and pay $47.64 per quarter 
for basic service.

Ryland will also bill residents 
quarterly and the new amount 
will be $54.75 per quarter.

Ryland and Republic were the 
only two bidders.

The county voted to seek bids 
for residential solid waste ser-
vice for its residents at its August 
meeting.

The county currently has about 
6,600 households.

Ryland Environmental, Inc. 
will take over the county’s solid 
waste collection January 1, 2023. 

Ryland now serves Pierce 
County and the cities of Black-
shear and Patterson.

By 8:22 p.m. the crowd had reached over 100 people according to Tina Dixon.

Ryland 

awarded 

contract  

for waste 

collection

Event at Oak Lane draws over 100

Pierce County Republican Party has asked the 
commission to consider doing away with Dominion 
voting machines and implementing the use of pa-
per ballots. 

Pierce County Republican Party Chairman Tony 
Walsh gave a presentation at last Tuesday’s county 
commission meeting detailing what he says he be-
lieves are fatal flaws in the Dominion Voting Sys-
tem. 

While Walsh conceded the Dominion machines 
produce a paper ballot printout for voters to review 
before their ballot is cast, he pointed out a QR code 
at the top of the ballot is the problem. 

“The QR code is not readable by humans, but 
only by machines,” he said. “That leaves open the 
possibility of hacking or tampering.”

Walsh told commissioners he would like to see 
changes made if not this year, then at least by the 
2024 elections.

“I would like to see us move away from the Do-
minion Voting machines and go to some form of pa-
per ballots,” Walsh said. 

The paper ballots would be hand marked, but 
could still be machine counted by use of a scanner.

Walsh asked the commission for a dialogue on 
the issue. 

“Let’s sit down and talk about it,” Walsh said. 
County chairman Neal Bennett said the com-

mission was open to dialogue, but the board in gen-
eral did not comment on Walsh’s presentation. No 
official action was taken by the commission.

Pierce County Elections Supervisor Leah Ritch 
said Georgia is, by law,  “a one voting system state”, 
meaning that the state has a uniform system for 
casting, recording and tabulating votes. 

“The state law would have to change, before we 
could make any changes in Pierce County,” she 
said. 

Local GOP wants to use paper ballots

Bears defeat 

Liberty Co. Page 6

Bear running back Jimarion 

Guyton (8) had 200 yards rushing 

and three scores Friday night.
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