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Frequently wash
or sanitize your hands

Wear a mask in 
public areas

Social distance 
at least 6 Feet 

If you are sick, stay home 
and call your 

health care provider

Pierce County parents can now keep up with their child’s school 

bus using the newly- launched BusWhere application.

Transportation director Jamie Henderson said the new track-

ing application will allow parents to track buses on their routes.

“I think that will be a helpful tool for parents,” he said.

Parents can sign up for the app by calling the Transportation 

Department at 449-2095. The app can be downloaded directly to 

mobile devices and cell phones. BusWhere will send an email on 

how to register for the program. The account is secure and is ad-

ministered by the school’s Transportation Department.

Parents were sent an information and sign up sheet about the 

new bus program at the beginning of the school year.

Henderson says about 40 parents have already signed up for 

the program. 

“We are still working to fully implement the program, but it is 

working well so far,” he said. “We got delayed with going to the 

hybrid schedule due to COVID.”

The application tracks all Pierce County school buses along 

their routes. 

It allows users to see where their child’s bus is and will send 

a notification when the bus is approaching each bus stop on the 
route. There is also an interactive map that shows the location of 

each bus in real time. The app also gives details on when the bus 

arrived, how long it remained at the bus stop and when it depart-

ed. 

“We are excited to launch the BusWhere program and we hope 

to have lots of participants,” said Henderson. 

1.5 picas - between rules

Blackshear citizens wishing 

to vote in this year’s municipal 

election must register by Mon-

day, October 4.

The municipal election will be 

Tuesday, Nov. 2. 

Early voting is slated to get 

underway Tuesday, Oct 12, and 

continue through Friday, Oct. 

29. Columbus Day will be ob-

served Monday, Oct. 11. Times 

will be from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Saturday early voting will 

take place Oct. 16 and 23 from 9 

a.m. to 5 p.m. Polls will be open 

from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. Tuesday, 

Nov. 2. 

Both early voting and election 

day voting will take place at the 

Board of Elections and Registra-

tion, 312 Nichols Street, Black-

shear.      

Blackshear voters city-wide 

will choose between Mayor Pro 

Tem Charles Broady and for-

mer District 1 Councilman Keith 

Brooks for the office of mayor. 
Current Mayor Kevin Grissom 

opted not to seek re-election. 

Grissom served the unexpired 

term of former Mayor Dick Lar-

son, who resigned. 

Two council seats will only be 

decided on in the respective dis-

tricts. 

Charles “Chuck” Ward and 

Seth Bagaria will face off for the 

District 3 seat currently held 

by Cassy Smith. Smith was ap-

BY JASON DEAL

News Editor

Bus Where, a new software application, allows parents to track their child’s school bus on its daily routes.

BusWhere app helps PC 
parents track bus routes

Monday, Oct. 4 is last day to register to 

vote in Blackshear city election Nov. 2

BY JASON DEAL

News Editor

A woman was struck and killed at the U.S. 

Highway 84/Georgia Highway 32 intersection in 

front of the Circle K in Patterson Friday morning. 

Tammy (Tootle) Shaw, 57, died at about 8:31 

a.m. Friday morning at Memorial Satilla Health 

in Waycross following the 6:50 a.m. accident. 

Sgt. Chad Woods, post commander of the Way-

cross post of the Georgia State Patrol said Shaw 

was standing in the travel lanes of U.S. Highway 

84 when she was struck by a red Ford Focus driv-

en by Jason Keener, 44, (hometown not available). 

Keener was westbound on U.S. Highway 84 when 

Shaw stepped in front of his car. 

Keener was not physically injured in the acci-

dent, but was reportedly “shaken up” by the ac-

cident.

No charges have been filed in the accident and 
are not anticipated.

Video evidence obtained by troopers from Circle 

K indicated Shaw was apparently attempting sui-

cide by attempting to jump in front of cars several 

times prior to being hit. 

Shaw reportedly had a prior history of drug 

abuse and law enforcement in both Pierce Coun-

ty and Screven had both been called earlier last 

week after she attempted to walk in or jump in 

U.S. Highway 84. 

Sgt. Woods said Senior Trooper Patrick Orr, 

Sgt. Brandon Smith, Corporal Clint Guest, Troop-

er First Class Matthew Nelson and Trooper First 

Class Brian Edwards conducted the accident in-

quiry, which remains under investigation. Sgt. 

Woods said the GSP’s Specialized Collision Recon-

struction Team (SCRT) has been called in to the 

investigate the accident. 

Shaw was later identified by family and friends 
as Tammy Tootle, after taking back her maiden 

Woman struck 

and killed in 

Patt’son Friday

Homecoming 

parade set for 

Monday, Oct. 4
It is almost time for Pierce County’s annual 

homecoming parade.

The parade will be held at 7 p.m. Monday, Oc-

tober 4.  

There will be no formal restrictions in place 

due to the ongoing coronavirus pandemic but or-

ganizers encourage parade-goers to follow CDC 

guidelines and understand they are attending the 

parade at their own risk. 

PCHS homecoming is set for Friday, October 8. 

The Bears will face off against Brantley County. 

The culmination of homecoming week will be the 

crowning of the queen at halftime. 

The parade will start at Emmanuel Baptist 

Church on W. Carter Ave. and conclude at the 

Board of Education office on Main Street.
The theme for this year’s parade is “PASS-

PORT: Pierce.”

Throwing candy will be prohibited. That rule 

will be enforced and violators may be issued a ci-

tation.

A number of activities are planned for the 

week at PCHS. 

Dress-up days include Destination Florida: 

Tourist or Beach Bum Attire Monday, October 

4, Destination Colorado: Hippie attire Tuesday, 

October 5, Destination Texas: cowboy attire 

Wednesday, October 6 and Destination Georgia, 

Pierce County Attire Thursday, October 7.
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