
“Ole Henry” may now be the Cross Swamp’s most fa-
mous resident. 

Residing on the Cross Swamp Road southeast of Pat-
terson, Ole Henry hasn’t let his new found fame go to his 
head  — or his roots. 

Ole Henry is a live oak tree. 
The tree has been offi cially recognized by the Live 

Oak Society, administered by the Louisiana Garden Club 
Federation. 

The group certifi es and recognizes live oak trees that 
have been standing for at least a century. Arborists have 
determined a way to measure live oak trees that are 100 
years old. Live oak trees that have a circumference of 
greater than 16 feet about four feet above the roots have 
passed their 100th birthday.

Ole Henry is at least that old, based on its circum-
ference of 19 feet and two inches. The tree received its 
certifi cation from Federation in 2015. 

Ole Henry has seen a lot in his day. When he was just 
a sprout, Woodrow Wilson was President of the United 
States, John F. Kennedy was born in Brookline, MA and 
the United States had just entered World War I. 

The oak is located on land currently owned by Doys 
and Beal O’Steen and its large canopy spreads over the 
home of Henry and Ella Strickland. 

The Stricklands sharecropped for Foster O’Quinn and 

raised 10 of their 12 children at the home underneath 
the massive oak. The Stricklands’ children include Ol-
lie Strickland Kirkland, Polly Strickland Tirell, Dollie 
Strickland Mobley, Charlie Strickland, Harlie Strick-
land, Mollie Strickland Knight, Farley Strickland, Carlie 
Strickland Sloan, Tolly Strickland and Archie Lee Strick-
land. Delphine Strickland and an infant both died before 
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Has the solution for school-related traffi c prob-
lems been right in front of us all along? Is Pierce 
County one step closer to a traffi c light at Hwy. 84 
and County Farm Road?

The answer to both those questions could be 
yes after a sit-down between local offi cials and 
the Department of Transportation last week.

No plans have yet gotten fi nal approval but 
The Times has learned a traffi c light could be 
posted at the busy intersection in coming months.

That might not be the long-term solution, how-
ever.

Local offi cials will neither confi rm, nor deny, 
but reports indicate the DOT may eventually opt 
out of a traffi c light in favor of a massive round-
about at the Highway 84/County Farm Road in-
tersection.
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Quite a Heritage

Ellianos Coffee Co. still coming to B’shear

This live oak on Cross Swamp Road is well over 100 years old. The tree, dubbed Ole Henry, has provided a wealth of memories, 

particularly for the Strickland family whose home was shaded by the tree. Inset photo (l-r): Members of the Henry Strickland family 

were photographed decades ago underneath the tree. Henry and Ella Strickland were sharecroppers on this land in the ‘50s. The 

Strickland couple and their 10 children made lifelong memories around the solid oak tree, now named in Henry Strickland’s honor.

If a tree could talk, oh the stories it would tell. After standing 
quietly for decades, ‘Ole Henry’, a 100-year-old live oak on 

Cross Swamp Road, has found fame. The tree has been 
recognized and certifi ed by the Live Oak Society.

County Farm Road, 
Hwy. 84 Intersection: 

Traffi c light, 
roundabout
mulled for 
school zone
Local offi cials met with DOT 
top administrators last week

Come out and “Honor Our Heroes” at the 
Southeast Cancer Unit’s cancer walk Friday, 
April 26, at the Blackshear track.  The walk will 
be from 6 p.m. to midnight. 

The Southeast Cancer Unit is anticipating the 
biggest crowd yet at the 23rd annual walk Friday 
night after an outpouring of support from commu-
nity sponsors and a record number of fundraising 
teams scheduled to attend.

“All the money we raise goes directly to the 
cancer patient through a vendor. We can do 
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SECU expecting 
‘biggest crowd 
yet’ for annual 
Cancer WalkWhen will locals be able to buy an 

Ellianos latte or frappe in Blackshear? 
Is the popular drive-thru coffee and 
beverage franchise still going to open 
here?

Pierce County coffee fanatics and 
loyal Ellianos customers have been 
asking those questions for a year  — 
ever since Kristy King Foreman, own-
er and founder of the Ellianos Coffee 
Co. Waycross location, announced last 
March she would open a second loca-
tion in the Wall’s Plaza on Hwy. 84.

Speaking with The Times recently, 
Foreman says she still owns the Black-
shear franchise and has every inten-

tion of opening a location here. Ellianos 
in Waycross will celebrate its 12th an-

niversary in May and Foreman hopes 
Continued on Page 5A

Brothers Archie and Tolly Strickland are shown on a John 
Deere tractor with the tree in the background. 
          ~ Photos courtesy of Frank Tirrell and Dawn Strickland

BPD Offi cer Charlie Wichman and Police Chief Chris 
Wright observe after-school traffi c on Hwy. 84.

Kristy King Foreman, owner of Ellianos in Waycross, still owns the franchise for a 
Blackshear location and hopes to move forward with a store here later this year.


