
If you’ve been notifi ed you’ve won the Pub-
lisher’s Clearinghouse Sweepstakes® — be as-
sured the headquarters is not in Patterson.

A Patterson woman was ar-
rested last Wednesday, Oct. 2, 
after she allegedly ran a tele-
phone scam posing as a repre-
sentative for the Publisher’s 
Clearinghouse Sweepstakes®.

Eletia Elaine Jernigan, 50, of 
a Walkerville Road address near 
the Patterson city limits, was 
arrested and charged with theft 
by deception and one count of 
misdemeanor possession of mar-
ijuana. 

“We fi nally caught one of the scammers!,” 
exclaimed Sheriff Ramsey Bennett. “We con-
stantly receive reports about scams and we con-
stantly caution the public about falling into the 
traps set by the scammers. Most of the time, 
the scammers have already tricked people and 
disappeared. That was not the case this time.”

Bennett said the Pierce County Sheriff’s Of-
fi ce received a report from a resident of Ohio 
who said he believed his 92-year-old mother 
had fallen victim to the scam. 

“He said his mother was contacted by phone 
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Pierce County Recreation Director Patrick 
Arrington has resigned. 

Arrington tendered his resignation Friday, 
Sept. 20, but it was only public-
ly announced last Thursday, Oct 
3. Arrington had been placed on 
paid administrative leave in ear-
ly September. 

Arrington, in a letter to Coun-
ty Manager Jason Rubenbauer, 
cited “recent events” that caused 
a signifi cant change in his “work 
environment and conditions of 
employment” as the reasons for 
his resignation. 

He did not elaborate on what 
changes or conditions led to his resignation.

Efforts to reach Arrington for comment were 
unsuccessful. 

The resignation was effective immediately 
Friday, Sept. 20. 

County Chairman Neal Bennett said at the 
time Arrington was placed on leave that “some 
things are under review”. He did not elaborate 

Continued on Page 2

Pierce County High School 
students’ scores on the Scho-
lastic Aptitude Test (SAT) were 
tops in the region and bested the 
state and national average.

Test-takers here had an aver-
age composite score of 1,088 this 
year. That fi gure is 49 points 
higher than the national av-
erage of 1,039 and 40 points 
higher than the statewide 
average of 1,048. Both state 
and national scores were down 
slightly over last year.

Pierce County students  had 
higher overall scores and also 
led each subject area but one in 
the eight-county Okefenokee Re-
gional Education Services Asso-
ciation (RESA).  

Scores on the SAT were up 
29 points from last year. There 
were a total of 74 test-takers this 
year, down from 78 in 2018. 

Pierce was a full 53 
points higher over-
all than Brant-
ley County, 
which was 
s e c o n d with an 
over- all score of 

1,035.
Other RESA 

counties’ compos-
ite SAT scores include  

Ware (1,027), Bacon 
(1,007), Coffee (1,003), Charl-

ton (984), Clinch (982) and At-
kinson (972). 

Pierce County students  
improved in both the evi-
dence-based reading and writing 
and math portions of the test 
compared to last year’s scores. 
Pierce students improved their 
reading/writing score by 18 
points compared to 2018. Math 
scores were up by 12 points over 
last year.

In evidence-based reading 
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If you haven’t paid your taxes 
on your property or mobile home, 
you might need to do it today.

The county is preparing to 
hold a pair of delinquent tax sales 
— both for property and mobile 
homes — Tuesday, November 5.

The sales are in keeping with 
efforts by Tax Commissioner Ter-
resa Davis to collect back taxes.

“I am keeping my commitment 
to taxpayers to hold tax sales reg-
ularly,” says Davis. “Collection 
of past due taxes are part of my 

duties and it is what the citizens 
elected me to do.”

This is the second property tax 
sale this year. An initial delin-
quent sale took place in June.

A total of 39 parcels of lo-
cal property representing some 
$59,832.17 in delinquent taxes 
will be sold here on the court-
house steps next month. The past-
due amounts range from a low of 
$370.18 to a high of $8,709.29. 

The past due taxes date as far 
back as 2015.

Public notices describing each 
property being planned for auction 
are published in today’s edition 
on Pages 6B-8B and will continue 
running throughout October.

Delinquent mobile home ac-
counts will also be sold on the 
courthouse steps next month. 

A total of 23 mobile homes 
representing some $27,639.53 in 
delinquent taxes will be sold. The 
past due amounts range from a low 
of $406.23 to a high of $1,395.95.

Davis notes there is no right to 

redeem for mobile homes.
“(Mobile homes) are personal 

property, so, if someone purchases 
it at a tax sale, it becomes their per-
sonal property,” she said.  “Pierce 
County assumes no responsibility 
for the transfer and delivery of mo-
bile homes after purchase.”

The tax sale is the culmination 
of a three-month process for both 
the property parcels and mobile 
homes. 

Once the tax commissioner’s 
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Woman 
arrested 
for phone 
scam here

Pierce County’s four year 
graduation rate fell four points 
and ranked near the bottom of 
the eight counties in the Oke-
fenokee Regional Educational 
Services Agency (RESA), but is 
still higher than the state’s av-
erage. 

Pierce County’s Class of 
2019 graduation rate was 86.3. 
The high school graduated 233 
of the 270 students who entered 
as freshmen in 2015. 

The graduation rate data 
was released last week by the 
Georgia Department of Educa-
tion. 

Smith points out in a small 
school system, results can be 
affected by a small number of 
students.

The graduation rate is cal-
culated by taking the freshman 
class enrollment and tracking 

t h e m 
through their senior year. 
The grad rate can be affected 
by dropouts, students with ac-
ademic diffi culty and discipline 
issues.

“That was the case this year,” 
he said. “Just a few students 
who did not graduate, can have 
a big impact on the results.”

Still, the superintendent 
says the school system is not 
making excuses. 

“We are committed to ensure 
and support all of our students 
in meeting their goal of gradu-
ating from high school, regard-
less of their circumstance or 
situation,” he said.  “We will 
continue to closely examine and 
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Victims were told Sweepstakes 
HQ was at Patterson address

PC recreation 
director resigns

PAY UP: Tax sale set for November 5

MEASURING 
OUR SCHOOLS

Todd Carter reacts just moments after winning his fi rst state championship freshman year. Last month, Carter brought home 
another fi rst place trophy.

Sound of Silver are 
grand champions

Pierce County High School’s Sound of Silver took home 
fi rst place at Long County’s “Ride the Tide” marching 
competition.  –  Page 7

Hospice Gala 
is Nov. 14

Hospice Satilla is counting on us. Their 
annual Silver Bowl Gala fundraiser will be 
hosted at the Cochran’s home. – Page 8

Four seek city 
council seats

Blackshear voters in Districts 5 & 6 will have 
a choice at the polls. See what those seeking 
the two open seats have to say. - Page 2

Grad rates fall 

to sixth in RESA

SAT scores best 

area schools
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