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DeLoach loved God, family, sports & community

David DeLoach is remembered this 

week for his love for his Lord, his family, 

his community and local sports teams.

The longtime business, community 

and civic leader, died early Tuesday, 

July 27, in Jacksonville, Fla. He was 66.

Former Bears head baseball coach 

Greg Gay said DeLoach was a man of 

high moral character and integrity. 

“David was the same person with 

every one he met — he was the same 

man he was at church as when he 

was on the ballfield with you or riding 
around with him in his pick-up truck. 

That’s a great compliment to him,” Gay 

said. “He was always helping people.”

Gay said DeLoach was a great fam-

ily man, too. 

“He loved Mrs. Terri and his kids. 

He was the epitome of what a father 

should be,” he said. “He held them ac-

countable, but he was also their biggest 

supporter and helped them succeed.”

DeLoach was the owner of D&M 

Logging, co-owner of D&M Internation-

al Sales and was affiliated with Yancey 

When Pierce County Cham-

ber of Commerce Director Sar-

ah Gove noticed a slight cough 

a couple of weeks ago, she fig-

ured it was either allergies or 

a cold.

She’d been protected with 

the Pfizer vaccine since April, 
after all, and had been enjoying 

the freedom from masks and 

being able to visit with friends 

and relatives unrestricted.

Falling victim to the corona-

virus many had hoped was on 

the decline was not something 

the 33-year-old new mother 

had been concerned about. 

“I didn’t follow the news 

about the virus as closely as I 

had prior to being vaccinated,” 

Gove said from her Blackshear 

home during her 10-day quar-

tantine last week. “I did feel a 

sense of relief after receiving 

the vaccine, primarily a re-

lief that I didn’t need to worry 

about unknowingly infecting 

someone else.”

Still, she worried a great 

deal about the asymptomatic 

cases as her grandparents are 

frail and her mother is immu-

nocompromised following a 

bout with cancer several years 

ago.

“I was glad to do my part to 

help our way of life return to 

normal as quickly as possible,” 

said the former Blackshear 

Times news editor.

When her cough, pounding 

headache and body aches that 

hit July 21 worsened into a se-

vere head cold, sore throat and 

congestion by the next day, she 

picked up a home COVID test 

kit from Walgreens. 

Although the test came back 
negative, she wanted to be sure 

she was really OK before at-

Local citizens give 

opinions regarding 

COVID-19 vaccines

BY JASON DEAL

News Editor

Get fired up for those Bears! 
Mark your calendars for 8 p.m. 

Saturday, August 7, for the annual 
Bear Bash Pep Rally and Luau at 

Blackshear City Park to celebrate 

the start of the 2021-22 school year.

Put on by Main Street/Better 

Hometown Blackshear, the ral-

ly will start off by introducing all 

fall sports: football, softball, cross 

country, band and competition 

cheer. 

The PCHS Spirit Cheerleaders 

will get the crowd pumped up with 

a performance, along with The 

Sound of Silver Band  and a con-

cert by the band A1A.
A1A is a Jimmy Buffet Tribute 

Band. 

“We will have a variety of food 

vendors to choose from,” Better 

Hometown Manager Bethany 

Strickland said Monday. “People 

are welcome to bring their own 

chairs, picnic blankets and baskets 

or tables and set them up around 

the main bandstand in the park.”

Strickland said that in the past, 

tables were provided for folks, but 

this way residents can get up close 

to their student athletes and the 

entertainment. 

Better Hometown also will have 

plenty of swag available to show 

your Pierce County spirit. It is 

hoped that the first “Bear Fever” 
fiberglass bear also will be in place 
at the first roundabout at PCHS by 
that time.

Blackshear Elementary second-grade teacher Jennifer Murray stands with the 

flowers she was presented with Friday as Pierce County Teacher of the Year 

and the bear her mother-in-law Brenda Foster painted for her classroom. 

PC Bears 

Pep Rally 

in Park 

August 7

Murray named PC 

teacher of the year

Pierce County 

students return 

to classrooms  –
Local students returned to school 

August 4. See next week’s edition 

for more info and photos.

Back
to 

School

What do you get when you add a 

life-long knack for teaching others 

with unyielding positivity and a nat-

ural drive to go above and beyond for 

young students?

You get this year’s Pierce County 
Teacher of the Year, Jennifer Murray 
of Blackshear Elementary School.

“I have a servant’s heart, so to teach 

the youth of today — the adults of to-

morrow — is the best thing that could 

possibly happen,” the second-grade 

math, science and social studies teach-

er said Friday as she prepared her 

classroom for Monday’s Open House 

and today’s first day of school.
This will be Murray’s 18th year as 

a Pierce County educator in the dis-

trict she graduated high school from in 

1997. It also is her 18th year brighten-

BY K.T. MCKEE

Staff Writer

BY K.T. MCKEE

Staff Writer

Pierce County Chamber of Commerce Director Sarah Gove 

works from home during her COVID-19 quarantine last week as 

her 11-month-old daughter Avery Kate plays nearby. 

David DeLoach
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