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Americans have never been 

more politically polarized than 

now as election offi cials in 

Georgia and across the nation 

have conducted multiple re-

counts in an historically tight 

presidential race amidst claims 

of voter fraud and insecure 

election processes. Many voters 

feel their way of life and eco-

nomic security is threatened 

by the outcome of the presi-

dential election, and only time 

will prove them right or wrong. 

Fallout from local elections, 

however, can affect – almost in-

stantly – daily operations and 

services Pierce Countians take 

for granted.

At least one collaborative 

effort between the county’s 

two largest law enforcement 

agencies has fallen apart fol-

lowing a heated August run-off 

election between Sheriff Ram-

sey Bennett and challenger 

Blackshear PD Major Robby 

Boatright. Bennett won a third 

term by 141 votes. Boatright 

publicly announced shortly 

after his narrow loss that he 

plans to again be a candidate 

in four years.

The Aggressive Crime En-

forcement (ACE) Unit, a joint 

task force between area law 

enforcement agencies created  

with much ado in 2013 for in-

vestigating major crimes in 

the area, still exists, but in 

name only.

Sheriff Bennett 

told The Times in 

a recent interview 

the ACE Unit is 

now comprised 

solely of PCSO de-

tectives.

“It is still the 

Aggressive Crime 

Enforcement (ACE) 

Unit, but it is made 

up of Sheriff’s offi ce 

detectives and Sheriff’s offi ce 

detectives only,” Bennett said.

Police Chief Wright con-

fi rmed none of his investiga-

tors are currently 

assigned to the ACE 

Unit and a Face-

book page for the 

ACE Unit, reported-

ly managed by BPD 

employees, recently 

changed its name 

to Blackshear Police 

Department. Wright 

told The Times the 

former ACE Unit 

page was combined 

with the BPD social 
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Sheriff  Bennett Chief Wright

• Robby Boatright 

weighs in on the dis-

solved partnership 

between BPD and 

PCSO after he chal-

lenged Bennett in 

the sheriff’s election 

– Page 5.

More Details
BY SARAH TARR GOVE

News Editor

Joint crime fi ghting unit is no more
      Top lawmen doubtful the ACE Unit, a collaborative task force 

created in 2013, will be restored following a bitter Sheriff’s race
�

The Christmas shop-

ping season kicked off 

Thanksgiving weekend 

with several stores report-

ing steady sales — even 

in the midst of health and 

economic worries brought 

on by the COVID-19 (coro-

navirus) pandemic. 

Customers — some 

with and some without 

face coverings – were seen 

milling about local stores 

and shops for Black Fri-

day and Shop Small Sat-

urday. 

Michelle’s on Main 

had foot traffi c in and out 

throughout the day Fri-

day. 

“We have been really 

busy all day and our sales 

are really good,” said own-

er Michelle Davis. 

Davis said Heydude® 

and women’s shoes and 

clothing were the top 

items customers bought 

during the day. 

Claire Larson at 84 

West said sales exceeded 

her expectations, especial-

ly with all the uncertainty 

over the virus. 

“It is steady and I was 

pleasantly surprised by 

that,” she said. “I was 

afraid our sales might not 

have been as good as pre-

vious years in light of how 

2020 has been.”

Larson said she had 

spread out sales over the 

weekend — even extend-

Continued on Page 2

Stores report steady sales for ‘Shop Small’
Michelle Davis 

of Michelle’s on 

Main assists 

Michaela Stone 

with a pair 

of Heydude® 

shoes. Shop-

pers frequent-

ed small busi-

nesses in town 

last weekend 

to catch a good 

deal and kick 

off their holiday 

shopping.

Call them the “tree whisperers”.

Brothers Brittain and Ethan Flowers and their cous-

in, Jerrin Flowers, are with True Cut Saw Works, LLC, 

and they’ve been working at an old home on Main Street, 

located between Dogwood Memories and Blackshear Pres-

byterian Church. 

The company, based in Townsend, is an arborist, tree 

service with a twist. True Cut provides eco-friendly res-

idential and urban tree care with the aim of reclaiming 

and utilizing with as little wood waste as possible. 

The Flowers family has long been involved in the tim-

ber industry with a logging operation based in Hortense. 

Brittain saw opportunity in doing tree pruning and re-

moval work  — but in a unique way. 

“Sometimes, trees have to be removed because they are 

too close to a home or they are at risk of falling on the 

house or a multitude of other reasons,” Flowers observes. 

But, True Cut Saw Works takes a different approach 

than just coming in to cut down the tree and clean up the 

mess. 

“Instead of being sent to local landfi lls to waste, we 

transform the timbers into custom lumber products that 

will be talked about for years to come,” he said. “That sen-

timental tree gets a completely new life.”

The Blackshear home where the Flowers were working 

in recent weeks was built in the 1930s. A wide front porch 

was added in the 1980s.  An array of oaks and a magnolia 

or two fi ll the acre lot and over the years, disease, damage 

and overcrowding have taken its toll. One of the trees was 

growing up inside the front porch. 

That’s where True Cut Saw Works came in to save the 

day. 

Continued on Page 11
Brittain Flowers prunes a large oak on Main Street in his role as a tree surgeon for 

True Cut Saw Works LLC, a tree service that focuses on re-purposing trimmings.

Arborist brothers 

reclaim old wood, 

craft works of art 

BY JASON DEAL

Sta�  Writer

BY JASON DEAL

Sta�  Writer

Christmas 

parade is 

Monday

Blackshear’s Christmas parade fea-

turing a holiday movie theme is set for 

6 p.m. Monday, Dec. 7. 

This year’s parade will honor 2020’s 

hometown heroes – doctors, nurses and 

other healthcare professionals fi ght-

ing on the front lines of the COVID-19 

(coronavirus) pandemic – as grand mar-

shals.

“(They’ve) given so much and worked 

so hard,” said Better Hometown Man-

ager Bethany Strickland. “Let’s honor 

the dedication, sacrifi ce and courage of 

our front line workers by allowing these 

brave men and women the distinction of 

leading off the 2020 Christmas Parade.”

Front line workers including doctors, 

nurses, physician assistants, nurse 

practitioners, EMTs, nursing home and 

home healthcare workers will serve as 

the grand marshals for Blackshear’s 

parade.

The group of parade marshals will 

lead the parade through town in a cara-

van of golf carts.

The theme for fl oats and parade en-

tries is “Grinches to Griswolds,” and is 

centered around Christmas cinema.

The parade will travel through 

downtown, leaving Emmanuel Baptist 

Church at the corner of Carter Avenue 

and Gordon Street and proceed south on 

Main Street to its end at the Board of 

Education offi ce. 

Continued on Page 2

Better Hometown will host 

three Movie in the Park events

GBI trailbazer,  

Johnny Dixon, dies 

at 101 – Page 2


