
DeLoach featured in Christmas album
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Property taxes 

due Dec. 20
It’s that time of year ... time to pay 

your taxes! Most millage rates re-

main the same this year – Page 12

Christmas parade a 

welcome, cheery site
With many community events canceled this year due to 

the ongoing pandemic, folks were eager to see Christmas 

paraders marching through town Monday – Page 12

Bears advance!
The Bears move to the third round in state 

play after a 42-0 shut out of Central-Macon 

Friday night – Page 6

At left, Austin Jernigan scores a touchdown. 
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Trash bandits

There have been few reports of porch pirates this 

holiday season, but trash bandits are actively littering 

and dumping trash along county roads and in commu-

nities across Pierce County – and County Manager Ja-

son Rubenbauer is “sick of it.”

“This illegal dumping is ridiculous,” Rubenbauer 

told The Times last week.

Industrial Development Director Matt Carter 

echoed Rubenbauer’s frustration. 

“Illegal dumping creates a misuse of local tax dol-

lars.  Many times local employees and equipment are 

used to clean up the debris,” Carter pointed out. “And, 

trash hinders new recruitment of business and indus-

try into the community. If we are not taking care of our 

community, how can we expect new business owners to 

invest in our community?”

County road department employees have picked 

up multiple loads of trash and litter scattered behind 

Farr’s Furniture, on Clifford Loop and at the Voight 

Bridge boat ramp in recent weeks.

A dead goat was dumped on Dixon Road earlier this 

month and a load of tires was disposed of on William-

son Road and Myles Farm Road.

Catching perpetrators in the act is the only sure 

way to issue a citation, but that doesn’t happen often. 

Continued on Page 5

BY SARAH TARR GOVE

News Editor

Feys sell 

Blackshear 

McDonald’s

Blackshear’s McDonald’s has been owned 

and operated for the past quarter century by 

the Fey family under the FEYS II banner. 

That tenure has come to an end. 

Brian Fey and his wife, Jenna, owners for 

the past 15 years, sold the local restaurant, 

along with the two locations in Waycross and 

in Folkston, to Cole and Katie Morrison of St. 

Simons Island. 

“It is with mixed emotions that we are re-

tiring, but we have been blessed for these 25 

years,” said Fey. “The Morrisons are wonder-

ful people and will be great operators of the 

restaurants.”

Fey said he and Jenna and their family are 

retiring and will be focusing on mission work. 

“We will be going back and forth to the Do-

minican Republic as we partner with Holt’s 

House of Hope in Boca Chica,” he said.

Rick Fey, patriarch of the family, fi rst 

opened the McDonald’s in the then Flash Foods 

store located at the corner of U.S. Highway 84, 

Main Street and Gordon Street in 1996. 

Fey began selling the restaurants to his 

sons and daughters-in-law, Brian and Jenna 

and Adam and Ashley, in 2005. Rick Fey re-

tired in 2010. 

Brian and Jenna operated the restaurants 

in Waycross, Blackshear and Folkston, while 

Adam and Ashley operated the establishments 

in Kingsland and Callahan, FL. 

Adam and Ashley will still own and operate 

those restaurants under the FEYS II banner.

Continued on Page 2

Blackshear Councilman 

Shawn Godwin (District 5) was 

recalled from offi ce in a special 

recall election held 

Tuesday, Decem-

ber 1. Qualifying 

for a special elec-

tion to fi ll the now 

vacant seat opens 

today, Decem-

ber 9, and runs 

through Friday, 

Dec. 11.

The special 

election will be 

held Tuesday, January 12. Early 

voting will be held Monday, De-

cember 21, 2020 - Friday, Janu-

ary 8, 2021 at the Board of Elec-

tions offi ce on Nichols Street.

Fifty-three residents, repre-

senting 15.92 percent of District 

Five’s registered voters, cast a 

ballot in the recall election with 

39 in favor of recalling Godwin 

and 14 opposed to the recall. 

With just two machines to 

count, it took election offi cials ap-

proximately 15 minutes to certify 

the results after polls closed at 7 

p.m. Twenty-six voters cast a bal-

lot during two and half weeks of 

early voting held last month with 

Continued on Page 2

County Manager Jason Rubenbauer stands on Voight Bridge looking toward the boat ramp where a load of 

trash and construction debris was recently dumped. Illegal dumping has increased in recent weeks, the 

manager says.

County Manager Jason Rubenbauer picks up 

what appears to be a busted closet door from a 

mobile home. Three doors and other construc-

tion items were dumped on Old River Rd.

Brian and Jenna Fey are shown at the groundbreak-

ing for the new Blackshear McDonald’s in 2017. 

The Feys recently sold the restaurant to Cole and 

Katie Morrison of St. Simons Island.

Nikki DeLoach 
– Inda Reid at 
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Qualifying 

open now 

in B’shear 

District 5

BY JASON DEAL

Sta�  Writer

Waycross, Folkston restaurants 

also sold to Morrison familyCouncilman Godwin 

recalled from offi ce; 

special election set 

for January 12

STRIKE AGAIN

Hometown star Nikki De-

Loach will be featured on a hol-

iday album titled “Why? Because 

It’s Christmas” and in a Hall-

mark Channel movie “Cranberry 

Christmas”.

DeLoach took time away from 

her busy schedule to visit for a 

spell with her hometown newspa-

per, The Blackshear Times.

Reminiscing and remember-

ing her roots, DeLoach is excited 

to announced her latest project. 

“It was great to work on this 

album, especially with all the 

turmoil and pain that is going on 

with the virus. We were able to 

all come together from all parts of 

the country and put together this 

Christmas album. It is beautiful. 

I sometimes just pinch myself to 

make sure it is happening,” she 

said. 

DeLoach has reunited with her 

fellow ‘All New’ Mickey Mouse 

Club (MMC) cast members from 

the 1990s to produce the album. 

Continued on Page 12

Dr. Todd 
promoted, 
leaves MES

Dr. Walker Todd will be the 

new assistant superintendent of 

fi nance and operations and Sar-

ah McIntosh will 

be the new direc-

tor of student ser-

vices for the Pierce 

County Board of 

Education. 

The appointments 

came following 

an 18 minute 

closed session to 

discuss person-

nel last Tuesday 

Continued on Page 5

Shawn Godwin

Walker Todd

“This illegal “This illegal 

dumping is dumping is 

ridiculous!”ridiculous!”
– Jason Rubenbauer– Jason Rubenbauer

County ManagerCounty Manager

Dead animals, construction debris, litter dumped on 

Pierce County roads, boat ramps and in remote areas


