
Southern Ionics Minerals (SIM), a lo-
cal mining company in Offerman, has a 
new owner. 

Company executives announced late 
last week that The Chemours Company 
acquired SIM from Southern Ionics In-
corporated. The purchase includes SIM’s 
processing plant in Offerman, sand har-

vesting site in Charlton County, and of-
fi ces in Jacksonville. SIM will now oper-
ate as a wholly-owned subsidiary of The 
Chemours Company.

Chemours, a global chemistry compa-
ny specializing in titanium technologies, 
fl uoroproducts and chemical solutions, 
has already been working closely with 
SIM. SIM harvests and processes tita-
nium and zirconium mineral sands from 
the same geological formation as those 

produced by Chemours at the company’s 
existing mineral sands operation in Flor-
ida. 

“We are thrilled to add SIM’s assets to 
the Chemours portfolio and are excited 
to welcome the dedicated, capable team 
responsible for operating these assets to 
the Chemours family,” says Bryan Snell, 
president of the Titanium Technologies 
business for Chemours. 

“SIM has a tremendous track record 

that demonstrates their strong commit-
ment to environmental stewardship and 
they are a good neighbor to the com-
munities in which they operate. Their 
values of trust and integrity are closely 
aligned with our core value of unshak-
able integrity and our corporate respon-
sibility commitments. We are proud to 
have SIM and its employees as part of 
our mineral sands harvesting business,” 
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County commissioners are considering 
raising the millage rate three-quarters of a 
mill to address road maintenance and public 
safety needs. 

Commissioners have tentatively agreed to 
raise the millage rate from the current level 
of 15.35 mills to 16 mills. 

A fi nal decision on the millage rate was ex-
pected to be made at the commisson’s regu-
lar meeting Tuesday night (after The Times’ 
deadline). 

County Manager Jason Rubenbauer fi rst 
asked for the increase during the commis-
sion’s monthly work session last Tuesday. 
Commissioners were very uneasy about rais-
ing the millage and wanted time to mull over 
the decision. A second, called meeting was 
held Thursday morning to discuss the situa-
tion. 

Several options on the millage were under 
consideration, but all included raising the 
millage. Options included raising the rate to 
15.75 mills, 16 mills or 16.5 mills.

If the millage rate is raised to 16.5 mills, 
a homeowner with a $100,000 home and with 
assessment remaining the same as last year, 
can expect to pay an additional $46 in taxes 
this year.

Rubenbauer presented a budget of $9.35 
million, about $110,000 higher than last 
year’s budget. 

The manager asked commissioners to in-
crease the millage to address road mainte-
nance and public safety issues he says have 
been neglected for far too long. 

Rubenbauer cited numerous infrastructure 
problems on county roads as one of the main 
needs. 

“We can’t keep patching,” he said. “We 
can’t keep putting band-aid fi xes on these 
problems. The longer we let them go, the more 
expensive they will be in the long run.”

Rubenbauer cited two specifi c instances of 
culvert replacements costing over $500,000. 
The repairs had to be done following last fall’s 
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Qualifying for municipal elec-
tions in Blackshear, Patterson 
and Offerman will open Monday, 
August 19. 

One Black-
shear council-
man says he 
won’t seek an-
other term while 
council members 
in Patterson and 
Offerman intend 
to run again. 
Longtime Of-
ferman Mayor 
Brenda Denison 
will seek anoth-
er term.

Q u a l i f y i n g 
opens Mon-
day, August 19 
from 9 a.m. - 4 
p.m. and ends 
Wednesday, Au-
gust 21. Candidates for all mu-
nicipal elections may qualify at 
the Board of Elections offi ce, 312 
Nichols Street, Blackshear.

Blackshear
Blackshear council members 

in Districts 1, 5 and 6 are up for 
election. Those seats are current-
ly held by Keith Brooks (Dist. 1), 
Shawn Godwin (Dist. 5), and Da-
vid Smith (Dist. 6).
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‘It’s time 
to let some 

younger 
people get 

in there.’
– Blackshear 

Councilman 

David Smith. 

He won’t seek 

re-election.
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Our Best Friends

When Stephanie and Larry 
Gill married 15 years ago their’s 
was a true “yours, mine and 
ours” story. Together, the cou-

ple has seven children and 13 
grandchildren, but something 
was still missing. Their family, 
as large as it is, was not com-
plete.

What did they do about it? 
The Gills bought a fl op-

py-eared, sad-eyed basset hound 
puppy … and then another. 

Now, the couple runs a full-
scale basset breeding business, 
Okefenokee Basset Hounds, 
from their Offerman home and 
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BY SARAH TARR GOVE

News Editor

Will Pierce 
hike taxes?

Top photo: Stephanie Gill entertains six-week-old DiNozzo – named for Tony DiNozzo on the popular TV show, 
NCIS. Bottom left photo: Larry Gill gives Star some loving. Bottom right photo: Stephanie Gill points out the 
differences in American bassets versus the European breed. She’s pictured with purebred American bassets, 
Beau and Lucy.

Elections 
Ahead:

BY JASON DEAL

Staff  Writer

BOC considers millage increase for 
road improvements, safety needs

The Gills’ fl oppy-eared, doe-eyed bassets are part of the 

family. Now, the couple shares their love for the pups with 

folks across the nation, breeding and selling bassets from 

their Off erman-based business, Okefenokee Basset Hounds.

Young to 
leave FBC

The Rev. Dr. Bill Young, pastor 
of First Baptist Church (FBC) of 
Blackshear for over two decades, 
is stepping down. 

Dr. Young, 69, 
informed the con-
gregation of First 
Baptist last week 
that he is resign-
ing. His last day 
at FBC will be 
Sunday, Sept. 29.

“The Lord has 
told me that it is 
time to move on,” said Dr. Young. 
“Blackshear has been a special 
place to me and to all of my family. 
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Athena Harwood’s excite-
ment for art and her passion 
for creativity is contagious.

Teachers and administra-
tors at Midway Elementary 
School quickly took note of 
the new teacher’s enthusi-
asm last year, and last week 
the entire school district did, 
too, as Harwood was named 

Pierce County’s Teacher of 
the Year at the school sys-
tem’s county-wide meeting 
Thursday morning at First 
Baptist Church.

“What she does to inspire 
students in art is unreal. 
She’s phenomenal,” says Dr. 
Walker Todd, MES princi-
pal.

“I am both humbled and 
honored for this recognition. 
It made me incredibly proud 
that the Pierce County Board 
selected an art teacher for 
this award,” Harwood says. 
“I’m ecstatic that I can work 
in a system that supports the 
Arts and its teachers.”
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MES art teacher is TOTY

Qualifying for 
city elections 
opens Aug. 19

Chemours buys Southern Ionics Minerals

Stuart Forrester, president of 
SIM, explains the mineral sepa-
ration process at the company’s 
sand fi ltration plant in Offerman.  
            –Times fi le photo

Director of Curriculum and Instruction Yvette Newton presents Pierce 
County Teacher of the Year Christina (Athena) Harwood with a plaque.

BY SARAH TARR GOVE

News Editor

Harwood instills love for art in her students
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