
The latest proposal for continu-
ing the county’s local option sales 
tax can’t be put to a vote in June 
as announced last week, but will 
have to be held in November.

County Manager Jason Ruben-
bauer announced this week that 
the county has to move the elec-
tion from June 18 to November 5. 

“We have been advised by the 
Secretary of State’s offi ce that 
changes to the elections code will 

not allow for a June vote,” he said. 
Rubenbauer said the county 

commission will have a new 
call for election ready to 
vote on by the board’s next 
meeting Tuesday, May 7.  

The proposed SPLOST, 
if approved by voters, 
is projected to generate 
$14.4 million over the next 
six years.

The current SPLOST, ap-

proved in 2014, will sunset March 
31, 2020 and the new tax would 

begin once the old one ends. 
The current SPLOST is 
projected to generate 
$10 million and is ex-
pected to sunset a little 
early based on better 

than expected revenues.
The county expects to 

get about $9.4 million as its 
share of the proceeds and plans 

to use $3.2 million for construc-
tion for a new jail, $1.3 million to 
retire the mortgage on the South-
east Georgia Regional Agriculture 
Center (SEGARAC), $1.8 million 
for public safety equipment, $1.7 
million for road maintenance and 
$1.1 million for parks and recre-
ation.

Blackshear council passed the 
resolution earlier this month. 

Continued on Page 5

“Lakeview is the diamond of 
our whole community.” ~ Dan 
Walker, longtime golfer and 
Club board member.

Walker isn’t the only one 
who feels that way. Locals 
across Pierce County were 
heartsick to see the Club’s 40-
acre lake drained to a muddy 

swamp in December after tor-
rential rains eroded a hole in 
the dam, and overjoyed when it 
refi lled just days after the dam 
was repaired in February. The 
Club and its scenic lake are in-
tertwined with fond memories 
for countless locals.

“Lakeview is the most 
kid-friendly club,” Walker 
adds. “You never see kids in 
abundance like you do at our 

course … We have a great feed-
er program through the middle 
school and a golf course that 
really supports junior golf more 
than any place I’ve been around 
or seen.” 

Lakeview Golf Club, which 
opened as a nine-hole course in 
1972 and was later expanded to 
the existing 18-hole course, has 
been a kid-friendly, community
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Ryan Herring is the new 
coach of the Pierce County 
Bears. 

H e r r i n g , 
43, was hired 
during a called 
meeting of the 
Pierce County 
Board of Edu-
cation Friday 
a few minutes 
after noon. The 
decision came 
after a one hour 
closed session.

“I am ex-
tremely happy and blessed to 
be back in Pierce County,” Her-
ring said shortly after the hire.

A meet and greet for Coach 
Herring will take place at 6:30 
p.m. tomorrow, April 18, at the 
PCHS Field House. The public 
is invited.

Herring’s hiring here is a 
homecoming of sorts for the 
new coach. He was defensive 
coordinator for the Bears under 
then-head coach Craig Davis 

Continued on Page 8

The community has unit-
ed in prayer and support this 
week for veteran Blackshear 
fi refi ghter Captain Johnnie 
Anderson.

Anderson was struck by a 
truck and critically injured 

while directing school traffi c 
on Hwy. 84 last Wednesday, 
but that’s not all local offi cials 
are doing. 

Offi cials have been lobby-
ing for a commitment from the 
Dept. of Transportation for a 
red light at the intersection of 
County Farm Road and Hwy. 

Continued on Page 5

What do we do now?
Speed, traffi c in school zone have long been a worry,
but years of asking GDOT for a light have been futile

 THIS NEWSPAPER WAS PLACED IN THE MAIL TO YOU ON TUESDAY AFTERNOON. IF IT ARRIVES LATE, PLEASE CONTACT YOUR POSTMASTER. © 2019 The Blackshear Times

If you paid $1 for this paper off 
a news rack, we thank you! You 
can save $17 per year by having 
it delivered to your mailbox 
each week by subscribing online 
at theblacksheartimes.com or 
calling our offi ce at 449-6693.

Weekly Savings
•Wall’s IGA  • Harveys  
• Dollar General • Kroger
• Tractor Supply

*****
INTEREST FREE

FINANCING!

EASY
IN-STORE

†FINANCING!On purchases of $1999 or more with your Synchrony Financial credit card made between 
2/27/18 and 3/24/18. 48 equal monthly payments required. See back page for details.

**
CREDIT CHECK

OPTION AVAILABLE!

OROR

GET QUICK & EASY PRE-APPROVAL: gibsonmcdonald.com

STREEEEETCH YOUR TAX REFUND AT GIBSON MCDONALD!

NO48months
309 E. Main St.
Blackshear

449-5284

GET QUICK & EASY PRE-APPROVAL: gibsonmcdonald.com

WHY WAIT? Get The Quality Furniture You Need At Gibson MCDonald!

L & M Tax under
investigation -  Page 2
Dozens of locals were unable to 
fi le their taxes or retrieve their fi l-
ing from L & M Tax service on Main 
Street Monday. The offi ce was 
locked up on Tax Day. No one was 
answering phone calls.

Anderson still 
critical -  Page 5
Veteran fi refi ghter Johnnie An-
derson is still in critical condi-
tion in a Jacksonville hospital 
after undergoing at least three 
surgeries to repair his injuries.
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Ryan Herring

Surcheros 
coming to 
Blackshear

Larry’s Giant Subs on Hwy. 84 in 
Blackshear closed their doors a few 
weeks ago, but the building won’t sit 
empty long. Local developers Brian 
Smith and Doug Puryear announced 
this week they will open Surcheros 
Fresh Grill, a Tex-Mex franchise, at 
that location in July.

Smith and Puryear aren’t strang-
ers to the Surcheros franchise. Their 
partnership (SAP) has built three 
restaurants in Brunswick, Valdosta 
and Hinesville since 2017 and is cur-
rently building in Statesboro and Sa-
vannah. The Statesboro location will 
be the fi rst free standing Surcheros  
— all others are located in strip mall 
storefronts. Blackshear’s Surcheros 
will also be one of the fi rst free stand-
ing restaurants.

The Tex-Mex chain is typically 
closed on Sundays, and while cor-
porate stores maintain that policy, 
franchisees are experimenting with 

Continued on Page 5

Jackson Ferrell, J. C. Marx, Grayson Harris and Jacy Barber practice their golf swings at a youth golf clinic 
hosted at Lakeview Golf Course Saturday, April 13, where the PCHS golf team coached aspiring young golfers.

Herring 

to lead 

Bears

Club welcomes kids, invests in future leaders

BPD Chief Chris Wright was running speed detection radar on motorists as they approached the 
school zone Thursday, hoping to encourage drivers to slow down. Photo by Sarah Tarr Gove

SPLOST referendum moved to Nov.

  Local leaders meet in Atlanta today to plead 
again as Johnnie Anderson recovers slowly

�

Popular Tex-Mex eatery
will be open on Sundays

Annual community 
Sunrise service will be 
held in City Park. — P15


