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For the last three decades, 
numbers have ruled Jasper 
Crawford’s life.

Addresses on envelopes and 
mailboxes, to be exact. 

But just because he will no 
longer deliver mail on Patterson 
Route 42 now that he’s retired 
from the U.S. Postal Service, 
it doesn’t mean numbers have 
no significance in the life he’s 
shared with his wife of 42 years, 
Marie (Batten) Crawford.

There are, in fact, several 
eerie coincidences involving re-
peating numbers in the life he’s 
shared with Marie other than 
42.

A less obvious one is the date 
Jasper chose for his final mail 
drop on Patterson’s Main Street 
-- December 1, 2021. 

Add up 12, 1 and 21, and you 
get 34, which is the exact  num-
ber of years he delivered the 
mail. 

His actual retirement date is 
December 31, but he had some 
time off coming, so he decided to 
clock out a little early.

When you add 12 and 31, 
you get 43 — the same number 
of years Jasper and Marie have 
been together. 

Neither of those end dates 
were chosen for that reason, of 
course, and it’s likely the couple 

isn’t even aware of this mean-
ingless math discovery.

“It was just time,” Jasper, 
63, said recently at their mod-
est home on Crawford Road in 
the Walkerville area where he’d 
been raised since birth. “When 
I transferred to Patterson from 
Blackshear after working Route 
6 there for 23 years, I knew I’d 
have the age and years of ser-
vice after three or four years. 
It’s been a great career.” 

Marie, 62, was going to sur-
prise her husband at his last 
stop that Wednesday evening 
with a little party by the mail-
box just south of the railroad 
tracks, but she figured she’d 
better spill the beans the night 
before. 

“He’s never liked surprises 
and never liked to be the cen-
ter of attention, but I knew I 
needed to recognize the occa-
sion somehow,” she said. “He’d 
worked so hard for so long and 
deserved it. I’m so proud of him. 
I’m so excited he’s not working 
anymore.”

So just as Jasper was ap-
proaching that final mailbox 
with his hazard lights flashing 
on his mud-splattered, white 
Ford F-150 pick-up, he was 
greeted by niece Brittany Sand-
ers, his two older sisters, Anita 
Norman and Judy Howell, Ani-
ta’s husband Larry and even 
one of Jasper’s longtime route 

customers, W.D. Strickland. 
Marie was running late as 

she was instructed by a sister-
in-law to fetch balloons.

“Will someone tell my wife 
she’s holding up the U.S. mail?,” 
he joked as logging trucks and 

Crawford wraps up 34 

years on postal route
BY K.T. MCKEE

Staff Writer

Pierce County Commissioners 
voted unanimously last week to 
reactivate Pierce County Emer-
gency Medical Service and not 
renew its current contract with 
Grady EMS.

“This is not a decision we made 
lightly,” County Chairman Neal 
Bennett. “We have studied it, 
looked at the figures and prayed 
about it. We think we can provide 
the service on our own and pro-
vide better service to our citizens.”

The board voted to hire 20 
new employees including a direc-
tor, assistant director/supervisor, 
six full-time and three part-time 
paramedics and six full-time and 
three part-time emergency medi-
cal technicians to staff the depart-
ment. 

Bennett said the county will 
use the $400,000 budgeted for 
EMS services this year to fund the 
local service, but may have to dip 
into cash reserves to cover addi-
tional costs, since the budget has 
already been set for 2022. 

County 
votes to 
restart 
Pierce 
Co. EMS

Christmas 
at Patt’son 
City Hall 
full of joy

As soon as Santa jumped off the Patterson Vol-
unteer Fire Department’s big red pumper truck 
at City Hall Thursday, at least a dozen children 
were there to greet him.

“How are you, sir?,” he asked one young boy 
who was one of the first to reach him on the front 
lawn of Eagle Station at the annual Christmas at 
City Hall celebration. 

Tongue-tied and frozen in awe at that point, 
the jolly man in red patted him on the head and 
bent down to gently cradle the chin of a beaming 
6-year-old Chloe Webb as she gazed up at him.

Webb promised him she’d been a good girl as 
Santa responded “Yes, yes, yes” before a shy little 
girl in long braids got the nerve to step up in front 
of him.

Before 4-year-old Gracie Gardner knew it, 
Santa had lifted her off the ground and perched 

Patterson 

takes over 

Smiley St. 

Smiley Street will remain 
open, but it won’t be paved. 

The Patterson City Council 
hedged on a final decision on the 
road and ended up needing two 
votes to settle the question at its 
regular meeting Thursday night. 

Mayor Dedi Thomas read a res-

Santa is greeted by Gracie Gardner, 4, as he 

arrives at Patterson City Hall Thursday on a 

Patterson Fire truck.            -Photo by K.T.  McKee
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Jasper Crawford makes his last mailbox delivery on Patterson’s Main Street December 1 after 34 

years of service.            -Photos by K.T.  McKee

Marie and Jasper Crawford 

look forward to spending more 

time together at the Crawford 

Road home Jasper grew up 

in in the Walkerville area of 

Blackshear now that Jasper 

has retired from the USPS after 

34 years.

BY K.T. MCKEE

Staff Writer

The county commission approved paying $392,750 
for a reappraisal of county properties next year. 

Commissioners voted at their meeting Tuesday 
night to award the lone bidder, Georgia Mass Apprais-
al Solutions and Services (GMASS) Inc. of Norcross. 

The company will conduct a reappraisal of all ap-
proximately 14,000 county agricultural, commercial, 
industrial and residential properties. 

Chief Appraiser Bill Rozier made the recommenda-

tion to the board. 
Rozier had reported to the board in October that a 

reappraisal was needed. The county’s last reappraisal 
took place in 2012. 

The county advertised for bids in November and 
held a bid opening prior to last week’s meeting. 

Rozier said the reappraisals would apply to proper-
ties in the 2023 tax year. 

In a related matter, the board also approved the 

Southern Georgia Regional Commission (SGRC) in 
Valdosta for the county’s parcel and road center line 
maintenance for the tax maps at the appraiser’s office.

SGRC bid $5,050 for the work. 
A total of six bids were received. Other bidders were 

GIS1 of Watkinsville for $6,000, Southern Geographic 
of Gray at $12,000, Timmons Group of Richmond, VA 
at $14,400, GMASS Inc. of Norcross at $14,900 and 
Charge Smart Solutions of Atlanta at $259,200. 

The Tax Man is coming: County to 
reappraise all properties in 2022
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