
ishing license sales are 
up in Georgia as much 
as 70 percent over last 
year.

That’s the report from Dept. 
of Natural Resources adminis-
trators out of the Fisheries Divi-
sion offi ce for this region.

“It’s varied from about 50-70 
percent up since last year this 
same time,” says Capt. Bert 
Deener, fi sheries biologist with 
the DNR fi sheries division offi ce 
in Waycross. “It’s signifi cantly 
higher.”

Pierce Countians are be-
ginning to venture out more 
as state shelter in place regu-
lations due to the COVID-19 
(coronavirus) pandemic begin to 
loosen, but many are still look-
ing for activities where they can 
social distance from others with 
their close friends and family. 

What better way to do that 

than spending 
a day out on the 
water, casting 
for a bite?

“It’s a great 
option to be able 
to social distance 
still. You stay 
away from folks 
and fi sh with 
your family,” 
Deener points 
out.

Fishing li-
cense sales and 
bare shelves at 
bait and tackle 
stores are proof 
many are taking 
Deener’s advice 
and heading to the river, a pri-

vate pond or state 
park with a rod and 
reel. 

For those who 
don’t yet have a fi sh-
ing license, next 
weekend is prime 
time to take your 
family fi shing. DNR 
is not hosting fi sh-
ing rodeos at wildlife 
management areas 
(WMAs) or public 

Continued on Page 11

More than 3,600 (29.37 percent) of Pierce 
County’s total registered voters cast an early 
ballot in the general primary election ahead of 
Election Day, yesterday, June 9.  

In an historical twist of events, most of 
those votes  — 2,244 to be exact  — were cast 
via absentee, mail in ballot due to the ongoing 
threat of COVID-19 (coronavirus). As of Fri-
day, June 5, 1,386 voters cast their early vote 
in person at the Board of Elections offi ce in the 
Courthouse Annex on Nichols Street during 
the three weeks of advance voting, including a 
Saturday voting day, May 30.

By contrast, about 4,500 voters participat-
ed in the last contested election for sheriff in 
2012 – in advance voting and at the polls Elec-
tion Day.

Polls closed Tuesday night and votes were 
tallied after The Times’ press deadline. Visit 

Continued on Page 2

See The Times’ website today for 

general primary election results
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is Sat.

More than 
3,000 cast 
early ballot

Real estate agency broker and 
owner and former educator Beth 
Walker Blythe is the latest local 
resident to suc-
cumb to COVID-19 
(coronavirus). 

Blythe, 51, is 
the fi fth person 
from Pierce Coun-
ty, or with ties to 
Pierce County, to 
pass away from 
the disease. 

Blythe died 
Wednesday night 
at Memorial Satilla Health in 
Waycross. 

Continued on Page 2
Garrett Page (13), son of Jim and April Page, could fi sh all day long – 

he’d even kiss a fi sh! Jim is a wildlife biologist with DNR and Garrett 

shares his love for fi shing.

Cheryl Daniell  teaches 

Alaina Beth Watson, age 6, 

how to bait her hook. Alaina 

is the daughter of Shane and 

Ambi Watson of Blackshear.

Reliable Rolloff’s transfer station to be built in the U.S. Hwy. 84 In-

dustrial Park will be modeled after the one pictured above in Jesup.

COVID19 
takes 4th 
PC native
Blythe remembered as 

‘beautiful soul,’ a ‘joy’

There may be an ongo-
ing global pandemic and 
economic slowdown ahead, 
but industrial growth is still 
happening here.

Pierce County Industrial 
Development Authority has 
brokered yet another devel-
opment in the U.S. Hwy. 84 
Industrial Park that will 
bring a $500,000 capital in-

vestment and at least fi ve 
new jobs to the community 
by the end of the year.

The authority voted 
unanimously last Wednes-
day morning, June 3, to 
deed approximately 27 acres 
off Rawhide Road to Reliable 
Rolloff Solutions, Inc. of Je-
sup for the company to build 
a construction and demoli-

tion (C&D) waste transfer 
station. 

Reliable Rolloff has plans 
to start construction of the 
new station immediately, 
committing to the capital 
investment and job creation 
in exchange for the property 
in the Park. They’ll build a 
three-sided building where 

Continued on Page 5

Jernigan, 
Helms are 
new PCHS 
admins.

Athletic director Brandon 
“Rock” Jernigan and Melanie 
Helms are new as-
sistant principals 
at Pierce County 
High School. 

Jernigan and 
Helms were 
tapped for their 
new positions 
during the school 
board’s regular 
monthly work ses-
sion last Tuesday 
morning. The ac-
tion came after a 
36 minute closed 
door session to 
discuss personnel. 
The meeting was 
moved ahead two 
days owing to the 
traditional sum-
mer conference of 
the Georgia School 
Board Association, 
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Reliable Rolloff  will build 

transfer station in Park

Library forges ahead with 

virtual summer program.  
– Page 11

Beth Blythe

Melanie Helms

‘Rock’ Jernigan

CAST 

AWAY

MORE PHOTOS
The Times received dozens 

of photos this week of 

PC kiddos reeling in their 

prize catches. – Pages 6,7


