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PC: No place like home

From the “homey” lemonade 
stand outside the Okefenokee 
Country Club entrance, to the 
celebratory bubbles and large 
photos of the evening’s eight 
honorees lining the red carpet, 
the scene was set perfectly for 
Pierce County Chamber’s 67th 
Annual Gala and Awards Cere-
mony last Thursday night.

After a two-year hiatus from 
the in-person gathering be-
cause of the Coronavirus, an 
estimated 160 guests dressed 
in semi-formal black and white 
attire to celebrate this year’s 
theme of “No Place Like Home,” 
playing off the Wizard of Oz’s 
black and white scenes of Dor-
othy back at home in Kansas. 

There was even a collection 
of historical black and white 
photos of Pierce County hung 
throughout the venue just for 
the occasion. 

“The overall theme being 
the black and white and ‘No 
Place Like Home’ means this 
is the place we call home. It’s 
a good place to live, a good 
community,” explained Gala 
Committee Member and local 
portrait artist Bill Gibbs as he 
and his wife Pat greeted guests 
entering the front doors. 

For the 40-item silent 
auction, Gibbs donated his 
painting of UGA quarterback 
Stetson Bennett IV famous-
ly kissing the championship 
trophy. It fetched over $250 
from Blackshear Mayor Keith 
Brooks. Other popular items 
included homemade cakes, a 
two-night stay at the Westin 
Hotel on Jekyll Island, a fish-
ing rod with accessories, gour-
met gift baskets and a full set 
of antique china.

Pierce County Chamber of 
Commerce Executive Direc-
tor Sarah Gove reminded the 
crowd of the purpose of the 

gathering. 
“This party is all about our 

community superstars, our 

award winners, from Citizen of 
the Year to Business Leader of 

BY K.T. MCKEE

Staff Writer

Helms hired as 

director, Barclift 

to be a principal
Melanie Helms is the new fi-

nance director and Dr. Coriann 
Barclift is the new assistant 
principal at Patterson Elemen-
tary School. 

Helms and 
Barclift were 
hired for their 
new positions 
during a called 
school board 
meeting Monday 
morning. The ac-
tion came after 
a one hour and 
27 minute closed 
door session to 
discuss person-
nel. 

Helms will fill 
the vacancy left 
open when cur-
rent assistant 
superintendent 
for finance Dr. 
Walker Todd 
resigned earli-
er this month to 
take the job as 
principal of Brantley County 
High School in Nahunta. 

Sheriff Ramsey Bennett said 
his office fielded the strangest 
missing person report he has 
ever experienced in his 30-year 
law enforcement career. 

Investigators have little in-
formation to go on as the com-
plainant hasn’t given many de-
tails or a description. 

The missing person is de-
scribed as a cattle farmer in 
Pierce County.

“That’s it. That’s all we have 
to go on,” said Sheriff Bennett 
with a laugh. 

The complainant, you see, 
is a large red brendel cow with 
horns that showed up April 12 
at the home of local body shop 
owner and race car driver Mike 
Carter on U.S. Highway 84. 

“Our complainant not only 
can’t tell us where to find his 
missing owner, it is a bovine 
of few words. It mainly chews 
its cud and looks at us. It can’t 
tell us where it lives and it does 
not have any identifying mark-
ings,” the sheriff said. 

Bennett said it is the only 
time in recent memory he can 
recall the sheriff’s office having 

to issue a public notice to find 
the owner of livestock. 

“Once upon a time livestock 
were free range, but they even-
tually went back to their home,” 
he said. “This cow hasn’t found 
its way home and so far no one 
has come forward to claim it.”

Bennett said he had to en-
list the help of the sheriff’s of-
fice attorney Rick Currie to find 
a code section in Georgia law 
that even applied to abandoned  
or unclaimed livestock. 

For the record, a public no-
tice was included in both last 
week’s and this week’s editions 
of The Times. 

No one has come forward to 
claim the cow. 

The cow is currently im-
pounded at Carter’s Body Shop 
on U.S. Highway 84. An im-
pound fee of $100 and a “room 
and board” fee of $25 per day 
will be assessed. 

If no one comes forward to 
claim the cow, it will be offered 
for sale at a public auction to 
the highest bidder at 2 p.m. 
this Friday, April 29. 

When asked by The Times 
about its missing owner or the 
location of its home, the cow de-
clined comment. 

FOUND: 
Local cow seeks owner

BY JASON DEAL

NEWS EDITOR

   Chamber Gala draws appreciative crowd4

Large Red Brendel 

Cow with horns

Found in Blackshear 

on April 12 on U.S. 

Highway 84 near Mike 

Carter’s Body Shop

FOUND

If you paid $1 for this paper off a 
news rack, we thank you! You can 
save $17 per year by having it deliv-
ered to your mailbox each week by 
subscribing online at theblackshear-
times.com or calling our office at 
449-6693.

Weekly Savings
• Wall’s IGA     • Kroger
• Save Coupons  • Unilever

Pierce County Chamber of Commerce Director Sarah Gove, left, 

greets 2021 Citizen of the Year Ray Cunningham and his Person-

al Care Assistant Shaffon Stokes at the Chamber’s Annual Gala 

and Award’s ceremony at Okefenokee Country Club last Thurs-

day night. The former teacher and Patterson City Clerk suffered 

a debilitating stroke last September, but is determined to get 

back to the piano and his City Hall duties.   -Photo by K.T. McKee Pierce County High School crowned its 2022 Prom King and 

Queen Saturday during the school’s prom festivities. Natalee 

Griffin and Daytin Baker were crowned King and Queen. Kenzie 

Meeks and Davis Hersey were crowned prom prince and prin-

cess.            -Photo by Scott Beahan of Shutterly Perfect Portraiture

PCHS Prom royalty crowned

Helms will be a director in-
stead of an assistant superin-
tendent. 

Dr. Barclift will fill the va-
cancy created when Amanda 
Lankford was appointed prin-
cipal at Patterson Elementa-
ry. Lankford succeeded Teresa 
Dixon who was hired as the 
system-wide instruction and 

Melanie 

Helms

Dr. Coriann 

Barclift
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