
New school superinten-
dent Dara Bennett will be paid 
$124,000 per year 
for the job. 

The Board of 
Education formal-
ly approved the 
contract during a 
called meeting last  
Wednesday night. 
The meeting was 
held digitally via 
Youtube owing to 
the threat posed by 
COVID-19 (coronavirus). 

The contract is for three years 
and will begin June 5 and continue 
through June 4, 2023.

The board will also provide Ben-
nett a $2,400 vehicle allowance.

Bennett’s contract is similar 
Continued on Page 2

COVID-19 (coronavirus) has 
claimed its fi rst local victims.

Two Pierce County residents have 
been confi rmed to have died of the vi-
rus in recent weeks. 

A resident of Harborview Pierce 
County passed away according to 
Sharon McPherson, director of the fa-
cility. 

McPherson announced the death 
via Facebook. She stressed “every con-
ceivable measure” has been taken to 
care for residents there and she said, 

so far, no one else has tested positive 
for the disease. 

“We want to ensure the community 
and our resident families that we will 
continue to monitor and protect our 
residents from this terrible disease,” 
McPherson said. “Please pray for this 
family and please pray for us.”

No additional details about the 
deceased were released, but public 
health records show the victim is an 
83-year-old man.  

Public health offi cials earlier con-
fi rmed that a 67-year-old woman from 
Pierce County has passed away from 

Continued on Page 2

COVID-19 claimed woman in ‘60s, man in ‘80s last week
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Weekly Savings
•Wall’s IGA  • Harveys  
• Kroger  

Community award 

winners announced 

tomorrow – Page 5

In lieu of the annual Gala and Auc-

tion, the Chamber of Commerce will 

announce community award winners, 

including Citizen of the Year, via a 

Facebook live presentation tomorrow, 

April 16, at 7 p.m.

BY JASON DEAL

Sta�  Writer

Emergency Services

General Surgery

Interventional Neurology Pain Management

Echo-cardiograms
ERIN G. HODGES, NP-C 

 (912)705-4910
 

Primary Care
Accepting New Patients!

Walk-ins Welcome!
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SHORTAGE

Albert Sutton, wearing a face mask and protective gloves, loads a Food Pantry bag into a van for Agnes Jenkins and Gary 

Davis of Patterson. Jenkins and Davis are also wearing protective masks and gloves in an effort to slow the spread of 

COVID-19. At top, Matthew Anderson sanitizes a grocery cart at the Food Pantry.

The May 19 primary election 
has been postponed until Tues-
day, June 9, due to health and 
safety concerns over coronavirus.

Secretary of State Brad Raffen-
sperger made the announcement 
last Thursday.

The move came after Gov. 
Brian Kemp extended the state’s 
public health emergency status 
another month to May 13.

“This decision allows our offi ce 
and county election offi cials to 
continue to put in place contin-
gency plans to ensure voting can 
be safe and secure when in-per-
son voting begins, and prioritizes 
the health and safety of voters, 
county election offi cials and poll 
workers,” Raffensperger said in a 
statement Thursday.

Early voting for the primary 
now starts May 18. Voter regis-
tration will end May 11.

Absentee ballot applications 
have been mailed to all Pierce 
County voters and voters state-
wide. Requests for mail-in ballots 

Continued on Page 5

Primary 

delayed 

‘til June

Bennett to 

get $124K 

for County Food Pantry. Without another

shipment, shelves will be bare next week.

Coronavirus kills two here

ahead ...

BY SARAH TARR GOVE

News Editor

PC virus 

numbers 

doubled 

this week

Confi rmed cases of COVID-19 
(coronavirus) in Pierce County 
continue to rise, nearly doubling 
in the last week from 23 reported 
cases last Monday to 45 cases this 
Monday. 

The Department of Public 
Health (DPH) confi rmed the fi rst 
coronavirus death in Pierce last 
Tuesday afternoon as a 67-year-
old female. It is unknown wheth-
er or not she had underlying 
health conditions. DPH would 
not confi rm the time of her death 
or whether or not she was diag-
nosed prior to death or the virus 
was discovered post-mortem. One 
other COVID-19 death with a 
connection to Pierce County has 
been reported as well. (See relat-
ed story).

Continued on Page 2

Pierce per capita rate 

highest in the area

BOE fi nalizes contract 

for new school supt.

Pierce County Food Pantry is 
running low on supplies in a time 
when many more clients may soon 
need their services as local business-
es remain shuttered and the state-
wide shelter-in-place order has been 
extended through April 30 due to 
COVID-19 (coronavirus).

The pantry has received monetary 
donations in recent weeks, but Super-
visor Brenda Sutton hasn’t been able 
to buy food stables in bulk to restock 
the pantry because many stores are 
no longer offering that option during 

the coronavirus pandemic.
“We’re running short of food be-

cause it’s simply impossible to pur-
chase food in large quantities,” Sut-
ton says.

Grocery stores are struggling to 
stay stocked for customer demand 
these days, much less for bulk buying. 

“I’m trying to fi nd one that will 
work with me,” Sutton says.

Sutton has also contacted whole-
sale companies, but often their canned 
food items come in larger sizes than 
the Food Pantry normally distributes 
per family.

The Food Pantry’s current supply 

will last for another week, Sutton es-
timates.

“After that I’m not sure what’s 
going to happen,” she says.

How can we help? 

The Food Pantry needs commu-
nity donations to make up for their 
inability to purchase food in bulk 
right now. And, Sutton has set up 
plastic bins outside the Pantry on 
Hendry Street for folks to drive by 
and drop off donations without ever 
leaving their vehicle.

The bins, located at 712 Hendry 
Street (the same building where the 
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