
Everyone needs a helping 
hand, a word of encouragement or 
a listening ear from time to time.

Local nonprofi t The Sycamore 
Tree has been providing just that 
to people in need for the last de-
cade, and the community benev-
olence ministry’s team of dedicat-
ed volunteers are amazed at the 
miracles they’ve seen happen over 
and over when they trusted God 
to provide  — and He did.

“(Miracles) happen all the 
time,” says Donna Dixon, Syca-
more Tree president and founding 
member. “We could share so many 
stories.” 

More times than Dixon can 
count someone will drop off a 
clothing donation or other item 

just in the 
knick of 
time.

“There would be 
a knock at the door and 
somebody would bring what 
we needed  — the exact size we 
were looking for,” she says.

Once, the ministry was able 
to provide clothing in all the re-
quested sizes for a family except 
for one child. 

“We had no size 8 little boy 
clothes … somebody came to 
the door and said do you need 
these?,” Dixon recalls. That do-
nor handed over clothes in the 
exact size needed.

Kathy Herrin, longtime 
volunteer with The Sycamore 
Tree’s clothing warehouse, 
even keeps a miracle log, docu-

menting 
the in-

stances when 
God provided right on 

time.
A mother came to the 

warehouse needing size 16 
tennis shoes for her child. 
Herrin looked the shelves 
over, knowing the ministry 
didn’t have any shoes that 
large. While still checking 
the shelves, she heard a 
knock at the door.

“I still get goosebumps 
when I talk about what God 
did,” Herrin says. “This 
person handed me a pair of 
(size) 16 tennis shoes and 
turned around and walked 
off. I stood there with my 
mouth dropped open. It 

was just awesome.”
Another time a woman donat-

ed baby clothes for her twin 
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Who do you think has contributed the most to 
the wellbeing of our community throughout the 
COVID-19 (coronavirus) pandemic? Now is your 
chance to highlight their efforts.

The Pierce County Chamber of Commerce is 
seeking nominations of locals who invest in mak-
ing our hometown a better place to live, work and 
play. Following an unprecedented year in which 
the coronavirus pandemic wreaked havoc in so 
many ways, 2021 community award selections will 
focus on recipients who contributed either to an 
ongoing economic recovery effort or supported the 
community by providing aid of some kind during 
the pandemic.

Awards include Citizen of the Year, Business 
Leader of the Year, Leona Dixon Bright Spot 
Award and the Dr. Katherine Hendry Community 
Health Award. 

Award winners will be honored during a virtual 
ceremony this year due to the pandemic. More de-
tails will be announced later. 
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E-SPLOST 
referendum 
is March 16

Yes or No?

‘CAN OF WORMS’
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“We are opening up a big 
ol’ can of worms.”

Patterson Councilman Da-
vid Smith offered that assess-
ment about a looming issue 
with the city’s downtown re-
vitalization project. 

The Patterson City Coun-
cil met in a called meeting 
last Thursday afternoon to 

discuss recent improvements 
a local business owner has 
made to her downtown shop 
— improvements that might, 
however, scuttle city efforts 
to secure historic preserva-
tion grants to revitalize the 
old downtown business block. 

The council agreed to in-
struct City Attorney Adam 

Ferrell to contact business 
owner Bridgett Greene noti-
fying her of city ordinances 
regarding  historical preser-
vation.

Contacted Monday about 
the situation, the Greenes de-
clined comment.

Greene recently purchased 
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Pierce County voters will decide on renewing 
the Education Special Local Option Sales Tax next 
month. 

A referendum on whether to 
extend the sales tax for an-
other fi ve years will be held 
Tuesday, March 16. 

Polls will be open from 7 
a.m.-7 p.m. that day at the 
Pierce County Gym off Main 
Street and College Avenue in 
Blackshear and Eagle Station 
on Williams Street in Patterson. 

The last day to register to vote in 
the election will be next Tuesday, Feb. 16. Online reg-
istration or by any other method authorized by the 
Georgia Election Code is available. Those wishing to 
register to vote can visit the Pierce County Board of 
Elections and Registration website, or SOS.ga.gov for 
online links to register. 

Early voting for the ESPLOST referendum will 
begin Monday, Feb. 22, and continue through Friday, 
March 12. Early voting will be from 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.  
each day at the Board of Elections and Registration 
at 312 Nichols Street, Blackshear. 

If approved by the voters, the sales tax will begin 
July 1, 2022 and continue through June 30, 2027. 

The proposed renewal of the tax is expected to gen-
erate $13,063,167 in revenue. A total of $7,022,617 
will be used for capital outlay projects and $6,040,550 
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Sycamore Tree spends decade working Sycamore Tree spends decade working 
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Angel Dixon Knowlton (daughter 
of Sycamore Tree president Don-
na Dixon) and First Baptist Church 
Pastor Eric Rentz shop for families 
during the ministry’s annual Christ-
mas project last year.

Business owner Bridgett Greene recently 
added a facade to her storefront in an at-
tempt to improve the property. Mayor Dedi 
Thomas says the renovation violates a city 
ordinance regarding historical preservation.

Vote for Education Special Purpose 
Local Option Sales Tax would be 
fi ve-year renewal of existing tax
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Found-
ing mem-
bers of The 
Sycamore Tree, 
set up shop in the 
ministry’s headquar-
ters on NW Central Ave. 
where they’ve lended a helping 

h a n d 
to thou-

sands in 
the last ten 

years. Pictured 
(l-r): Melanie Clem-

ons, Jack Ferguson, 
Charlynn Prohaska and 

Donna Dixon (President).
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