
Presiding Justice Michael P. 

Boggs of Pierce 

County has been 

u n a n i m o u s l y 

elected by his 

colleagues to be-

come the next 

Chief Justice 

of the Supreme 

Court of Georgia.

He and his 

wife, Heather, 

a kindergarten 

teacher, reside 

in Pierce County.

Boggs will succeed Chief Jus-

tice David E. Nahmias, who will 

resign from the Court in July, 

after more than a dozen years of 

distinguished service as a Jus-

tice.

The Chief Justice, who serves 

one four-year term, leads Geor-

gia’s judicial branch. The Chief 

Justice is the spokesperson for 

the Supreme Court, as well as 

for the entire state judiciary. He 

presides over the Court’s oral 

arguments and the Court’s de-

liberation of cases, although he 

has only one vote as does each of 

the eight other Justices. 

The Chief Justice also chairs 

the Judicial Council of Georgia, 

the policy-making body for the 

judicial branch that includes 

the State Bar President and 

26 judges who represent the 

appellate courts and all classes 

of trial courts in the state. The 

Presiding Justice serves in the 

Chief Justice’s absence and is 

the vice-chair of the Judicial 

Council.

Justice Boggs has served on 

the Supreme Court since his ap-

pointment by former Governor 

Nathan Deal in 2016. He won 

statewide election to a six-year 

term in 2018. Previously, Pre-

siding Justice Boggs served as a 

Judge on the Court of Appeals 

of Georgia—the state’s interme-

diate appellate court—and as 

a Superior Court Judge for the 
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If you paid $1 for this paper off a 
news rack, we thank you! You can 
save $17 per year by having it deliv-
ered to your mailbox each week by 
subscribing online at theblackshear-
times.com or calling our office at 
449-6693.

Weekly Savings
• Wall’s IGA     • Kroger

A Waycross woman was killed when the car she 

was riding in left the roadway, struck a culvert, 

went airborne and struck two trees and a fence Fri-

day night on Ware Street Extension in the Hackle-

barney community. 

Diamond Marchbanks, 26, of Waycross, a passen-

ger in the vehicle, died of injuries she sustained in 

the 10:18 p.m. accident. 

According to a report by Trooper Patrick Orr of 

the Georgia State Patrol, Waycross Post, Joshua 

Sutton, 31, of Waycross, was driving a 2013 Hyun-

dai Sonata west on Ware Street. Sutton reportedly 

crossed the center line, ran off the road on the south 

shoulder and struck a culvert. The vehicle went air-

borne and struck two trees and a fence. The vehicle 

came to rest on its driver’s side facing north. 

Marchbanks was a passenger in the vehicle along 

with William Ritch, 28, of Alma and Courtney Ford, 

31 of Waycross.

Sutton, Ritch and Ford were all transported to 

Memorial Satilla Health in Waycross. 

Information on their conditions was not available 

at press time. 

The accident investigation has been turned over 

to the Specialized Collision Reconstruction Team 

(SCRT) of the Georgia State Patrol.  

Wayx woman 

dies, 3 injured 

in Friday crash

Boggs named Chief Justice  

A Waycross woman was killed when this 2013 

Hyndai Sonata left the roadway, struck a culvert, 

went airborne and struck two trees and a fence on 

Ware Street Extension late Friday night. 

Todds, Carters help save lives 

Pictured above, the Carter/Todd family gathered for a 

victory photo after Todd Carter’s win in a dual wrestling 

meet at Gardner-Webb University in Boiling Springs, N.C., 

Dec. 19, 2021. The next day, as they all headed home to 

Blackshear for the Christmas holiday, the came upon a 

horrific vehicle crash requiring all hands on deck to help 

save a Millen family. They are, l-r, Raymond Todd, Cassie 

Todd, Todd Carter’s girlfriend Abbie Hayes, Todd Carter, 

Ceb Carter, Jaime Carter and Michael Carter. Pictured right, 

the GMC Yukon involved in the fiery Dec. 20, 2021 crash 

the Carter/Todd family came upon south of Waynesboro is 

barely recognizable.  

     -Photos provided by the Carter/Todd family

Miracle League of 

the Okefenokee’s 

Friday Night Lights 

event has been 

rescheduled for 7 

p.m. this Friday, 

March 25, at Pierce 

County High School. 

Friday 
Night 
Lights 
now 

March 25

Local families in right place at right time to rescue crash victims

Continued on Page 5

To Cassie Todd and her 

daughter Jaime Carter, 

there’s no such thing as co-

incidences when it comes to 

those odd little unexplained 

happenings they suspect are 

actually the hand of God. 

The Blackshear natives call 

them “God-incidences” and 

they both believe they played 

a vital role in their family’s 

ability to help save the lives of 

a Millen family involved in a 

fiery fatal crash five days be-

fore Christmas last year.

“God allowed us to be there 

at just the right time to help 

and supplied just the right 

tools that enabled us and sev-

eral others to save this fami-

ly,” said Carter, dean of nurs-

ing at South Georgia State 

College and a registered nurse 

for 24 years. 

There was the pointy-

tipped shovel Carter’s hus-

band, Michael, threw in the 

back of the truck for no appar-

ent reason before they hit the 

road December 18 with their 

15-year-old son Ceb Carter to 

see Ceb’s older brother Todd, 

19, wrestle in a big meet at 

Gardner-Webb University in 

Boiling Springs, N.C. 

“I mean, who takes a shov-

el to a wrestling meet?” Carter 

said with a laugh. 

It was that very shovel that 

two days later became instru-

mental in prying open a man-

gled vehicle door just enough 

to allow Michael and another 

rescuer to pull driver Davvy 

James Overstreet from his 

burning, overturned GMC Yu-

kon that fateful afternoon.

There also was the first-
time decision to skip their 

usual last bathroom break 

on their way back home from 

North Carolina as Todd and 

her husband Raymond fol-

lowed in their own vehicle. 

This put them at the crash 

site on U.S. Highway 25 south 

of Waynesboro, several critical 

minutes earlier Dec. 20. 

Finally, there were at 

least a dozen fire extinguish-

ers from several semi-trucks 

on that road at the time that 

became vital in keeping Over-

street, his wife Amber, and 

their 3-year-old son Grayson 

from suffering any serious 

burns – or possibly dying – as 

their vehicle became nearly 

fully engulfed in flames.
“If it weren’t for all those 

fire extinguishers from those 
Continued on Page 2


