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A Peaceful Protest: Call to Action
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Jones juggles for 

thrill of challenge
Locals out of work or working from 

home as a result of COVID-19 (corona-

virus) might be fi ghting boredom these 

days, but not Blackshear tattoo artist 

Cody Jones. He’s been honing his juggling 

Continued on Page 8

BY SARAH TARR GOVE

News Editor

GPS to close 

Wayx offi ce, 

expand here 

Georgia Physicians South will close their 

Waycross offi ce (Blackshear Family Practice) 

next month, transitioning those doctors, staff 

members and patients to the offi ce here in ear-

ly July.

The practice is currently undergoing renova-

tions at the Blackshear location’s old offi ce, lo-

cated adjacent to Georgia Physicians South on 

E. Carter Ave., and hopes to have the combined 

practice up and running by July 6. That date 

could get pushed back a week or two though 

depending on the speed of construction.

According to a recently released statement, 

the Waycross offi ce will close July 2 and those 

providers  — Dr. Josh McCarthy, Dr. David 

Carstens, Alice Taylor, and Katie Harvell  — 

will join Dr. Don Waters, Dr. Brent Waters, 

and Dr. Susan Brickle at Georgia Physicians 

South in Blackshear. 

Continued on Page 5

A year-long investigation into 

the smuggling of contraband into 

the Pierce County Jail has led to 

at least 10 arrests, including two 

former jailers with more arrests 

anticipated. 

Ashley Logan Bryson, 29, 

Dustin Cecil Hannah, 33, Antho-

ny Stevon Hunt, 29, Ashley Nicole 

Morris, 35, Kerri Ellen Parr, 29, 

Bryan Allen Stokes, 36, and An-

nie Melissa Williams, 36, all of 

Blackshear,  Berri Allan Van, 34, 

of Patterson and Carlton Roberts, 

40, and Darian Rashad McBride, 

23, both of Waycross, were arrest-

ed and charged with conspiracy in 

connection with the case. 

According to Sheriff Ramsey 

Continued on Page 2

Ten face 

charges 

in jail 

smuggle

Could District Attorney George 

Barnhill face a petition for recall?

A local group of activists are 

on a mission to see that happen 

following Barnhill’s handling of 

the Ahmaud Arbery case in Glynn 

County. The Caravan for Justice, 

a six-county caravan composed 

of activists from each county in 

the Waycross Judicial District 

Barnhill represents, held peaceful 

demonstrations and petition sign-

ings for Barnhill’s recall at each 

county courthouse in the district 

Saturday, May 30.

The Rev. Fer-rell Malone, pas-

tor of Macedonia Baptist Church 

in Waycross and one of the peti-

tion fi lers, estimates 800-1,000 

people participated in at least 

one of the stops, but several hun-

dred traveled to multiple stops 

throughout the day.

Approximately 24,000 signa-

tures will be needed to meet the 

recall requirement of 30 percent 

of registered voters in the district 

supporting the measure. The car-

avan secured 300 signatures Sat-

urday, and aims to acquire 300 a 

day as their work continues, says 

Oneida Oliver-Sanders, a member 

of the committee that fi led a peti-

tion for recall.

The petition was fi led Fri-

day, May 29, at the Ware County 

Board of Elections by a committee 

who organized Saturday’s 
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Jax. man 

drowns in 

Satilla River
A Jacksonville man drowned 

in the Satilla River near Moccasin 

Creek Off Road Park Memorial 

Day weekend.

Thirty-fi ve-year-old Rob-

ert Jermaine Sanders was pro-

nounced dead Saturday, May 23, 

after reportedly doing a fl ip off the 

river bank into the water. Accord-

ing to the report, Sanders sur-

faced, then went under and was 

not seen again. 

Georgia Department of Natu-

ral Resources (DNR) Game War-

den Judd Sears was called to 

the scene Saturday afternoon by 

Pierce County dispatch regarding 

a possible drowning. DNR is han-

dling the death investigation that 

occurred on the Brantley County 
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Dr. Brent Waters surveys an offi ce area in the old 

Georgia Physicians South building that will be con-

verted into a waiting room for the expanded practice.

Peaceful protesters gathered on the Courthouse 

steps Saturday to call for George Barnhill’s resigna-

tion over his connection with the Arbery case.  

Caravan petitions for DA Barnhill’s recall

trick shots

Blackshear juggler and magician, Cody Jones, has used the last several weeks of social distancing 

and sheltering at home to perfect his skills while his downtown tattoo parlor has been closed.
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