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Patterson’s dream of reviving 

the historic downtown district on 

Railroad Avenue is about to be-

come a reality. Finally.

Those attending the city’s 

Christmas in July festivities July 

24 will notice not only cosmetic 

improvements to the outsides of 

the storefronts along the tracks, 

but start to see life coming back 

inside those 111-year-old brick 

thresholds.

Nearly every one of the eight 

or nine storefronts originally built 

in 1910 off Georgia Highway 32 

is now spoken for by new tenants 

after decades of abandonment and 

deterioration caused by the wid-

ening of U.S. Highway 84 through 

Pierce County.

When the highway was four-

laned in the mid-1980s, key busi-

nesses on the block shuttered or 

relocated to the improved thor-

oughfare, dooming the once-bus-

tling area that at one point had 

drawn in the likes of former 

President Jimmy Carter during a 

whistle stop campaign tour in the 

1970s. 

Aside from Bridgett Greene’s 

Beauty Shop and the Five Rings 

Defense Academy currently oper-

ating amid some still-boarded-up 

spaces there, a cabinet showroom 

is in the works, Randy and Sher-

rie Godwin of Godwin & Sons will 

turn the 300-square-foot space on 

the right end into a wood restor-

ing and gift boutique, a bank is 

slated to adorn the block again, a 

gift shop known as “Rhonda’s” is 

shaping up and other spaces like-

ly will house a variety of personal 

businesses that haven’t been an-

nounced yet, according to revital-

ization project volunteer and local 

artist Rhonda Cooper.

A rustic “pocket park” with re-

strooms also is slated for the emp-

ty brick shell in the middle of the 

block, thanks to a special grant 

acquired by the city. 

Sherrie Godwin said Monday 

that although they had to do a 

lot of work on the space that put 

them a couple of months behind, 

they feel honored to be a part of 

bringing the area back.

“We’re real excited to be there 

and see the place come back after 

it had died out,” she said. 

Last Saturday morning, Coo-

per and a handful of dedicated vol-

unteers were busy putting fresh 

coats of paint on window sills and 

doors and covering a boarded-up 

window with a large, hand-paint-

ed piece of canvas cloth to resem-

ble an actual store window until 

the new tenants can fix up the fa-

cades themselves. 

“I live in the old blue house 

right there on the corner and I 

look at these buildings every day 

and it’s just been so sad,” stained 

glass artist Sandy Boyd said 

Saturday as she helped with the 

project. “I’d love to see these filled 
back up with businesses.”

BY K.T. MCKEE

Staff Writer

Alternate 
route for 
Oak Ridge
discussed

There may be an alternate route out of the 

Oak Ridge Trail/Farr’s Community. 

Commissioners voted July 6 to establish 

an 80-foot right-of-way to investigate the con-

struction of a road linking Nora Drive and 

Sweetwater Circle in the community. 

Commissioners have been trying for sev-

eral years to find an alternative exit for res-

idents in the community. There is currently 

only one way in and out of the area via the 

railroad crossing on Oak Ridge Trail. Access 

and exit are already a problem since trains 

routinely block the crossing — sometimes for 

more than an hour — waiting to get into Rice 

Yard in Waycross. 

Second district commissioner Mike Streat, 

who represents the community on the board, 

has long pushed for finding a solution to the 
problem. 

County chairman Neal Bennett said the 

establishment of the right-of-way will allow 

the county to investigate building a road link-

ing Nora Drive and Sweetwater Circle. The 

connecting road will provide an alternate 

entrance and exit to the area via Midway 

Church Road. 

Third district commissioner Randy Dixon 

did caution the board, however, that building 

Historic business district dressed up for upcoming event

Rios earns 
new Mary 
Kay vehicle

Heather Rios has a new ride. 

Rios picked up her new wheels last Thurs-

day as a result of her outstanding achieve-

ments in her Mary Kay business.  

The longtime high school Spanish teacher 

and Blackshear resident is an independent 

sales director for Mary Kay cosmetics. 

She has earned the use of a new Chevy 

Traverse 1LT. Rios picked up her new Chevy 

Traverse 1LT, her third Mary Kay Career Car, 

at Walker Jones GMC Cadillac Chevrolet in 

‘Elsa’ brings rain, wind, but no injuries

These historic Railroad Avenue buildings built in 1910 received a face lift Saturday to prepare for Patterson’s Christmas in July event on the 

24th. Nearly all of the storefronts are spoken for by new tenants as the city works to revitalize the business district.         –Photos By K.T. McKee

PATT’SON REVITALIZATION

Pictured left Patterson Revitalization volunteers (l-r) Rene Bolden, Erik Thumann, Tina White and Joni Burnam work on sprucing up the old 

storefronts Saturday at the historic Railroad Avenue business district ahead of the Christmas in July event July 24 that will also take place at 

Eagle Station. Pictured right Patterson artist Rhonda Cooper shows where a “pocket park” will be located in the center of the historic Railroad 

Avenue building as part of the city’s Revitalization Project. 
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Tropical Storm Elsa brought heavy rain and 

high wind to Pierce County last Wednesday, 

but there were no reports of injuries or major 

property damage due to the storm. 

“We were very fortunate to have no major 

damage and no injuries,” said Deputy Emer-

gency Management Agency Director Chuck 

Yeargin. “We  had 2 to 4 inches of rain through-

out the county and winds sustained at about 20 

miles per hour with  some higher gusts.” 

Yeargin filled in for Emergency Manage-

ment Director Santo Niño during last week’s 

storm response. Niño was out of town.

Yeargin said emergency personnel respond-

ed to seven storm-related incidents in the coun-

ty and there were five reported in the City of 
Blackshear. 

Most of the reports were due to fallen trees, 

fallen power lines and one was due to street 

flooding on Georgia Highway 32 due to a 
stopped-up culvert. 

While most county roads were sloppy after 

the heavy rains experienced during the storm, 

no roads had to be closed.

County Agent James Jacobs said Pierce 

County’s crops appear to have weathered the 

storm without any major damage. 

“We had some tobacco blown around in the 

northwest part of the county. Most of the fields 
are saturated and it will take a while to dry 

out,” he said. 

The Alabaha and Satilla Rivers are expect-

ed to be at or near flood stage this week as run-

off from the rains moves downstream.

Yeargin and other fire and rescue volun-

teers spent the day last Wednesday, July 7, 

surveying the county making sure everyone 

stayed safe in the storm. 

“I commend all of our volunteers and our 

emergency and public safety personnel in the 

county,” he said. “It was a good example of 

teamwork. I’m glad it was no worse than it 

was, but it was good practice if, God forbid, we 

were to have a stronger storm.”

BY JASON DEAL

Staff Writer

Local Mark Kay Independent Sales Director 

Heather Rios, left, and her husband, Adrian, 

receive the keys to her new Mary Kay vehicle.
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