
Nine-year-old Alyssa 

Young can run and swim, 

and she’s happy about it.

Those are things the 

third grader at Midway El-

ementary School couldn’t do 

until recently, after under-

going open heart surgery at 

Wolfson Children’s Hospital 

in Jacksonville to repair a 

hole in her heart.

Last month, students 

and teachers at Midway 

celebrated heart month and 

Young’s successful recovery 

from heart surgery. Stu-

dents made cards for Alys-

sa and the school hallways 

were decorated with hearts 

and posters.

“I have a lot of friends (at 

school),” Alyssa Young says.

“Midway Elementary 

is an amazing school who 

really cares for their stu-

dents. They went above and 

beyond to make Alyssa feel 

loved,” agrees her mother, 

Samantha Young.

Alyssa feels “better” after 

her surgery and has more 

energy, she told The Times 
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More people will be eli-

gible this week to receive a 

COVID-19 vaccine.

The Georgia Department 

of Public Health (DPH) and 

Governor Brian Kemp an-

nounced last week the state 

would expand its vaccine el-

igibility March 15 to include 

adults 55 and older, individ-

uals with disabilities and 

certain medical conditions.

Individuals with intel-

lectual and developmental 

disabilities are already el-

igible for vaccination. The 

most recent expansion now 

includes disabilities caused 

by an injury (e.g., traumatic 

brain injury or spinal cord 

injury), a disability due to 

a longstanding condition 

that could cause vision loss, 

nerve damage or loss of a 

limb or a disability due to 

illness such as ALS or mul-

tiple sclerosis.

 The medical conditions 

referenced are:

 • Asthma (moderate to 

severe) 

• Immuno-compromised

• Cancer

• Liver disease

• Cerebrovascular dis-

ease                               

• Neurologic conditions

• Chronic kidney disease                                  

• Overweight and obesity

• Chronic obstructive 

pulmonary disease   

• Pregnancy

• Cystic Fibrosis                                                

• Pulmonary fi brosis

• Diabetes                                                          

• Sickle Cell Disease

• Hypertension or high 

blood pressure 

• Thalassemia (blood dis-

order)

• Heart conditions         

To fi nd a vaccine loca-

tion near you or to sched-

ule an appointment, log on 

to https://dph.georgia.gov/

covid-vaccine. 

For individuals aged 16 

and 17 who are in an eligi-

ble population for vaccina-

tion, Pfi zer is the only vac-

cine currently approved for 

these ages. Please schedule 

an appointment at CVS or 

Walgreens or at one of the 

GEMA mass vaccination 

sites to ensure Pfi zer vaccine 

is available to you.
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Will Watson is the new director 

of the Pierce County Recreation 

Department. 

Watson, 47, of-

fi cially began his 

duties as director 

Monday. 

He comes to 

Pierce County af-

ter serving seven 

years as director of 

the Lanier County 

Parks and Recre-

ation Department 

in Lakeland. 

Watson is a longtime resident of 

Lanier County and a 1993 gradu-

ate of Lanier County High School. 

Watson is the father of a 20 

year old daughter and is a Baptist. 

The new director hit the ground 

running Monday, overseeing eval-

uations and getting familiar with 

the department and its fi elds and 

venues. 

“I am excited for the opportuni-

ty to be the recreation director for 

Pierce County,” he said. 

Watson says he hopes to build 
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Avoid using heat lamps when 

possible.

That’s the advisory from Pierce 

County Volunteer Fire Depart-

ment this week after fi refi ghters 

responded Friday morning to the 

fourth fi re sparked by a heat lamp 

this year.

Fortunately, the early morning 
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MES student celebrating ‘new’ heart

Vaccine eligibility expanded
       Age restriction dropped to 55; more 

medical conditions, disabilities included
�

Watson is 

new Rec. 

director

FD warns 

public of 

heat lamp 

fi re risk

Watson is former 

Lanier Rec. Director

Alyssa Young 

was celebrat-

ed as Mid-

way Elemen-

tary’s ‘queen 

of hearts’ 

last month 

for her suc-

cessful open 

heart sur-

gery.

PC teachers 

vaccinated 

last week

Nearly 35 percent of Pierce County 

School System employees have received 

the fi rst dose of their COVID-19 vaccine.

Pierce County educators and school 

staffers began receiving the vaccine last 

week at the Pierce County Health De-

partment. They are reportedly scheduled 

to receive the second dose of their vaccine 

April 15.

35 percent of school system 

employees were scheduled 

for fi rst COVID-19 shot

Jeff Dennis, second grade teacher at BES, 

gets his vaccine from Lane Thornton (RN, 

BSN) at Pierce County Health Department.

Will Watson

ome folks collect stamps, 

coins, vinyl records or 

comic books, carefully 

preserving them in hopes they’ll 

one day bring a good return at 

auction. Geraldine Davis collects 

salt and pepper shakers, and while 

her collection may rival that of a 

museum, she doesn’t care so much 

about their monetary value as the 

memories they bring to mind when 

she picks them up.

Davis, who has nearly 3,000 

sets of shakers in her Offerman 

home, started collecting them de-

cades ago. Her children and grand-

children add to her collection for 

birthdays and at Christmas.

“Anywhere I go and see them (I 

buy),” she says. “My children and 

grandchildren all know what to 

bring me.”

Davis’ shakers are displayed on 

two shelves that line the ceiling all 

the way around a large room built 

near her home. A converted gun 

cabinet, China cabinets and sev-

eral smaller glass display cabinets 

showcase the rest of her collection. 

Some of Davis’ shakers are a 

bit garish  — think giant eyeballs 

or ants — while others are quaint 

like her camper and trailer shaker 

set. Her naked lady shaker might 

make you blush.

She has a set of I Love Lucy 

shoes and Elvis’ pink Cadillac, 

snowmen and Mr. and Mrs. Claus.

One cabinet holds shakers 

marked from nearly every state in 

the U.S.

“These are all states,” Davis 

says. “I don’t have one from ev-

ery state yet, but I’ve got a good 

many.”

Another cabinet features her 

more valuable antique crystal 

Continued on Page 11

Geraldine Davis reaches for one of the fi rst salt and pepper shakers she ever bought – a weiner dog with salt on one end 

and pepper on the other. Her collection could rival that of a museum, now totaling nearly 3,000 sets, she estimates.

Davis owns thousands of S&P shakers
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PCVFD battled multiple 

fires last week –  Page 5

Firefi ghters extinguish a mobile home fi re.


