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The search for a Brantley 

County man missing since Friday 

evening ended Sunday morning 

after his body was recovered from 

the Satilla River downstream 

from the Georgia Highway 121 

Boat Ramp at the Pierce-Brantley 

County line. 

Sheriff Ramsey Bennett con-

firmed the body of David Walter 
Voss, 24, of Brantley County, was 

recovered at about 10:25 a.m. 

Sunday. 

Voss is remembered this week 

for his “contagious smile”, for be-

ing “full of life” and as someone 

with “lots of personality.” He en-

joyed spending time with his fam-

ily and friends.

A graveside service for Voss 

will be held at 10 a.m. tomorrow 

(Thursday, July 29) at the High 

Bluff Cemetery in Brantley Coun-

ty. For a full obituary, please see 

page 3.

Boaters recovered Voss from an 

area downstream from the bend in 

the river below the boat ramp.

The discovery brought an end 

to a search that began when a 

911 call was received at 6:25 p.m. 

Friday evening reporting someone 

possibly in distress in the river. 

Voss was last seen swimming 

in the river Friday near the boat 

ramp. 

“Witnesses interacted with Mr. 
Voss on the Pierce County side 

of the river at the boat ramp. He 

had set up a tent on the Brantley 

County side of the river,” said the 

sheriff. 

The sheriff said witnesses re-

ported they saw Voss swimming to 

the center of the channel and then 

floating on his back in the water. 
“The witnesses said Mr. Voss 

did not appear to be in distress 

when they last saw him, but they 

also did not see him exit the river 

and so, they called for help.” 

Voss was last seen in the river 

a few hundred feet downriver of 

the boat ramp.

Pierce and Brantley County 

law enforcement, EMS and fire 
and rescue personnel, along with 

rangers from the Georgia Depart-
ment of Natural Resources (DNR) 
had been searching for Voss since 

Friday. 

Bennett thanked all Pierce 

County and Brantley County res-

cue personnel for their work. 

“I thank everyone for all of 

their hard work. We all worked 
well together,” he said. 

Rescue crews searched along 

the banks and boats equipped 

with side-scan and down-looking 

sonar. 

The Satilla is at full pool and 

the current is swift, though the 

river is not quite at flood stage. 
The river is high due to recent 

heavy rains from afternoon thun-

derstorms and Tropical Storm 

Elsa about a week ago.

Blackshear will have a new mayor in 

2022.

Mayor Kevin Grissom announced Fri-
day he will not seek a full 

term in office in his own 
right and will step down 

from the post when his term 

ends in January. 

“I sure have enjoyed my 

time as mayor, but I am 

looking to retire from full-

time pastoring soon. While 
making my plans for retire-

ment, it also made me think 

this would be a good time 

to step down as mayor,” he 

said. 

Grissom also has served as pastor of the 

Blackshear Church of God for the last 10 

years. 

The Mayor says he is looking forward 
to working hard over the remainder of his 

term. 

“I want to finish strong and be able to 
hand off to the next mayor with the city in 

good shape,” he said. 

Grissom ran unopposed for mayor in a 
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Bells will ring county-wide next 

Wednesday morning, August 4, as 
the school year begins for 2021-

2022. 

Dara Bennett, superintendent of 
Pierce County Schools, says she is 

excited to start the school year un-

der more normal conditions.

While COVID-19 is still around, 
the development and availability of 

a vaccine will make things “more 

normal” this year. 

“While there will still be some dif-
ferences in place due to COVID-19, 

the schools plan to provide more 

opportunities for students this 

year such as field trips,” she said. 
“We are looking for a more ‘normal’ 
school year.” 

Over 3,530 students are report-
edly expected to start classes open-

ing day. The enrollment is down 

about 40 from last school year, but 

those numbers will likely change by 

opening day.

As students and staff return to 

Pierce schools, they will find a few 
changes and improvements have 

taken place over the summer.

Upgrades to Bear Stadium  and 

the baseball and softball fields at 
the high school are underway. Im-

provements have been made to 

Blackshear Elementary and Pierce 

County Middle School. Both schools 
have been painted and roofing re-

pairs undertaken. A new band tow-

er will be in place at the high school.

Numerous personnel changes 

have taken place over the last year. 

They include Sarah McIntosh 
as the new director of special edu-

cation, Yvette Newton as assistant 

superintendent of curriculum and 

instruction, Dr. Walker Todd, assis-

tant superintendent for finance and 
Jamie Henderson, transportation 

director. 

Brandi Todd will begin her first 
full year as principal at Midway 
Elementary and Cole Walsh will 
begin his first full year as assistant 
principal at the middle school. 

A number of new teachers  and 

support staff have been hired for 
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Pierce County Schools prepare 

for students to return August 4

Search for Brantley County 

man in Satilla ends tragically

David Walter Voss of Brantley County 

was recovered from the Satilla River 

downstream from the Georgia Highway 

121 boat ramp at the Pierce-Brantley 

County line Sunday morning.                 

   -Special photo

Keith Brooks has announced his candi-
dacy for Mayor of Blackshear. 

Brooks made the announcement Fri-

day.

“I am a proven, strong 

and consistent leader and 

therefore, I am announcing 

my candidacy for mayor,” 

Brooks said. 

Brooks currently serves 

as the district one council-

man for the City of Black-

shear. He won the seat in 

2015 and ran unopposed in 

2016. 

Current Blackshear 

Mayor Kevin Grissom an-

nounced Friday he would not seek re-elec-

tion.  (See related story.)

Brooks points out he has already served 

a six-month stint as mayor from August, 

2018-March, 2019, following the resigna-

tion of then-Mayor Dick Larson. Brooks 
served until the current mayor, Grissom, 

was elected in a special election. 

Brooks said his platform will center 

A DNR boat is prepared for launching 

into the Satilla River at the Georgia High-

way 121 boat ramp at the Pierce-Brant-

ley County line Friday evening.  

-Photo by Merlene Crosby, 

Pierce County Fire and Rescue.
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Martins prove ‘quickie courtship’ 
can work out when it’s true love

Whirlwind Romance

Like seemingly foolish, love-
struck teens eloping behind their 

parents’ backs, many had their 
doubts about the whirlwind ro-

mance of Dr. Earl T. Martin and his 
blushing bride, Paula Preston.

After all, only seven short weeks 

stood between the day they met — 

November 16, 2019 — and the day 

they wed — January 1, 2020.

“My pastor in Macon would not 
marry us,” Paula Martin said last 
week at their turn-of-the-century 

home in Waycross. “He said, ‘Miss 
Paula, you haven’t known this man 
long enough. I just can’t turn you 

over to him. You’re my responsibili-
ty. I just can’t do it.’” 

When she asked him how long 
of a courtship would be enough, he 

told her at least six months. 

“I told him that’s not gonna hap-

pen,” she said defiantly.
Little did they know at the time, 

six months later COVID-19 would 
have been raging across the coun-

try, making such a ceremony nearly 

impossible.

“Earl’s pastor did agree to marry 
us,” she said. “I had to come down 

and pass the exam, but he would 

marry us the first of January. It has 
been nothing but bliss ever since. 

We feel very blessed to have found 
Continued on Page 2
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Staff Writer

Dr. Earl T. Martin and Paula Preston Martin enjoy the swing Paula 

surprised him with for Father’s Day at their Waycross home last week. The 

two divorcees were married within seven weeks of meeting each other in 

November of 2019 and are proof true love can be found — even in your 

late 60s.         -Photo by K.T. McKee
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