
recently moved into a building 

with twice the square footage 

at the corner of S. Central 

Avenue and Main Street 

(across from Gibson McDon-

ald). She’ll expand her in-

ventory gradually with gift 

items and men’s apparel.

New boutiques, coffee 

shops and restaurants are 

popping up      every week it 

seems. Blackshear has issued 

19 business licenses so far this 

year  — compared to a typical aver-

age of fi ve per year  — and Patterson has 

issued 11. Pierce County has issued 24 licens-

es since 

Continued on Page 12

usiness is booming in Pierce County.

Local option sales tax (LOST) 

revenues are up nearly 16 percent 

over last year and 22 percent over 2019. 

New businesses are opening their doors, 

others are expanding and store owners say 

keeping inventory stocked is their biggest 

challenge these days.

“March was the best month I’ve ever, 

ever had … It beat all of my December 

(sales),” says Claire Larson, owner of 84 

West, a Blackshear boutique. “It 

was a great month here.” 

Local grocery and hard-

ware stores saw a big spike 

in business last Spring 

during the pandemic. 

Things are leveling out 

now, but business is 

still strong.

“It’s (business) been 

pretty good since Janu-

ary,” says Bill Wall, own-

er of Wall’s IGA. “We did 

see a spike during the pan-

demic last April and May. Ev-

erybody was kinda going crazy.”

Larson has seen steady revenue 

growth since she opened the store seven 

years ago  — even through the pandemic  

— but she’s now ready to expand. 84 West 
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Graduation exercises for the 
Class of 2021 will take place as reg-
ularly scheduled, this Friday, May 
21, at Bear Stadium.

The ceremony will be open to 
the general public. Last year’s cer-
emony was postponed until July 
with limited attendance due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

Valedictorian Josie-Tatum 
Mattox and Salutatorian Mary 
Bowen Baker will lead the class of 
2021. The commencement ceremo-

ny and delivery of diplomas will 
take place at 7 p.m. Contingency 
plans are in place for inclement 
weather. (See related story on 
Page 5.)

The 205-member PCHS Class 
of 2021 includes 39 honor gradu-
ates. 

Mattox is the valedictorian 
of this year’s class. She is the 
daughter of Robbie Mattox Beah-
an (Scott) and Stan Mattox (Kim). 
Her siblings include Whitney Ben-
nett, Brandon Mancil, Caleb Mat-
tox, Josh Beahan, Ellie Mattox, 
Zeke Mattox and Drew Mattox.

She is a member of Beta Club, 
the student council and is in the 
leadership of the Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes. 

Mattox served as vice chairper-
son of the junior board of directors 
at First Southern Bank and served 
as a missionary at Holt’s House in 
the Dominican Republic. She is an 
active member of Bridge Church of 
Blackshear.

She was a member of the cross 
country team at PCHS, was the 
PCHS homecoming queen for 2020 
and was voted “most intellectual” 
by her classmates. She also was se-

lected as an Exchange Student of 

the Month during her senior year.

Mattox plans to attend Mercer 

University in Macon and major in 

biomedical engineering. 

Continued on Page 2
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Maleek Chandel is 

state champ! – Page 6

Mary Lott Walker, former Blackshear 
City Councilwoman, retired educator and 
longtime civic leader, is remembered this 
week for her devotion to 
her students, her com-
munity and her faith.

Walker, 85, died sud-
denly last Wednesday 
night, May 12, at her 
home in Blackshear. 

One of Walker’s for-
mer students, U.S. Dis-
trict Court Judge Marc 
Treadwell of Macon, 
says Walker opened up 
numerous opportunities 
for her students.

“She gave her students opportunities 
we would not otherwise have had,” he 
said. 

Treadwell pointed out that Walker put 
tiny, rural Blackshear High School on 
the map in both the state and national-
ly through her work with the high school 
student councils. 

“She molded not just state student 
council leaders, but also national student 
council leaders,” he said. 

Judge Treadwell also noted Walker 
was a leader during the days of racial in-
tegration. 

“She made sure students of all races 
Continued on Page 2

Mary Lott 
Walker

BY JASON DEAL

Sta�  Writer

Graduation set for Friday
Josie-Tatum Mattox is valedictorian; Mary Bowen Baker is salutatorian

Walker 
devoted 
to civic 
service

BY SARAH TARR GOVE || News Editor

An ongoing dispute between the City of 

Blackshear and Sheriff Ramsey Bennett 

over the housing of city inmates in the coun-

ty jail inched closer to resolution last week.

Senior Judge E. M. Wilkes III listened to 

arguments from both sides for the second 

time at a hearing Friday, May 14, and in-

dicated he would allow both parties another 

week to amend their bench briefs and fi le 

responses before ruling on the matter.

“As of next weekend ... I’m going forward 

and moving on to try and read all of this 

stuff,” Wilkes said at the close of Friday’s 

hearing.

Matthew Palmer, special counsel for the 

City of Blackshear, called two more wit-

nesses last week – Blackshear PD offi cers 

Michael James and Rafael Barros. Sheriff 

Ramsey Bennett took the stand again for 

the defense.

James and Barros testifi ed of two in-

stances in February 2021 where inmates 

they arrested – both charged with indictable 

offenses – were denied entry in the county 

jail until they were medically cleared. 

One inmate was taken directly to Me-

morial Satilla Health while the other was 

fi rst accepted to the jail and then the offi cer 

was called back to pick up the inmate for 

medical clearance. Both inmates were later 

booked at the jail following evaluations at 

the hospital that reportedly yielded no fi nd-

ings. 

Both offi cers testifi ed the incidents were 

unprecedented, and Palmer argued they 

were further proof Judge Wilkes should 

Continued on Page 5

The algae that developed in the 

lake at Lakeview Golf Club last 

week occurred naturally and will 

most likely dissipate on its own in 

two or three weeks, according to of-

fi cials.

The algae contains toxins po-

tentially harmful to people and an-

imals. Lakeview closed the lake to 

swimming and fi shing last week.

“I’m still waiting on results, 

but the lake seems to be getting 

much better. The water is looking 

healthier and the cocoa look is go-

ing away,” said Golf Club Manager 

Karl Chancey Monday morning. 

“We’re not out of the ‘water’ yet, but 

everything is looking a lot better.”

Chancey fi rst noticed the lake 

looked muddy last Saturday and 

even murkier the following day. 

“It started turning a hot choco-

late color,” Chancey says.

By last Monday, May 10, a brown 

fi lm had developed on the lake’s 

surface, and Chancey called the 

Department of Natural Resources 

(DNR) out to take a look. The lake 

was offi cially closed Tuesday.

A combination of factors are sus-

pected in causing the algae to form.

A partial dam break follow-

ing heavy rains in December 2018 

drained the lake. The sun cracked 

the lake fl oor and gases trapped un-

derground for years were released. 

Those gases, combined with fertiliz-

er run-off from the fairways and 

Continued on Page 2
An algae potentially toxic to people and animals emerged in the lake at Lakeview Golf Club 

last week. Dept. of Natural Resources experts say it should dissipate in a week or two.

Lakeview’s toxic algae will go away
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