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Early Voting Has Started!

Frequently wash
or sanitize your hands

Wear a mask in 
public areas

Social distance 
at least 6 Feet 

If you are sick, stay home 
and call your 

health care provider

They’re saying her life is nothing short 

of a miracle —proof of the power of prayer. 

Not only did Jessica Harris McCollough 

defy all odds in a beastly battle with the 

coronavirus over the last two months, but 

her quick recovery so soon after being re-

leased from the hospital Friday has many 

shaking their heads and sending thanks to 

the heavens.

“A lot of people say they’ve never seen 

anyone recover like her — ever,” McCol-

lough’s father, Bruce Harris, said Sunday 

at her Crawford Road home in Blackshear.

The 36-year-old mother of three who 

lost 53 pounds during the ordeal added 

that her home health caregiver had nev-

er known of anyone so critically ill with 

COVID-19 who didn’t need pulmonary 

therapy or in-patient rehabilitation before 

being sent home.

She doesn’t know why she was brought 

back to life when her heart stopped for 

more than five minutes upon being put 
on a ventilator — or why she didn’t bleed 

to death after an emergency C-section de-

livery of the baby boy she was carrying as 

a surrogate mother for an Atlanta couple 

desperate to be parents. 

But she does believe God isn’t done with 

her yet. 

“No one can really explain it,” she said 

of her unlikely survival and her unusual-

ly fast healing. “But even before I came 

home, we’ve seen God move in other peo-

ple’s lives. We’ve seen faith restored in 

other people that have backed away or just 

didn’t have faith to begin with. So if that’s 

the purpose of it — that somebody got 

saved that wouldn’t have otherwise, then 

it was worth it.”

McCollough was about seven months 

into her second surrogacy adventure when 

she contracted the coronavirus in mid-Au-

gust.

She said she hadn’t been vaccinated be-

cause there hadn’t been enough research 

yet on how the vaccine might impact preg-

nant women and their unborn children. 

At that time, no one in her household 

had been vaccinated, she admitted.

She had connected with the childless 

couple via a “surrogacy match” Facebook 

group toward the end of 2019 — right after 

delivering a stillborn baby at 38 weeks in 

her first surrogacy attempt.
“The good Lord brought us to Jessica 

through social media,” the second baby’s 

mother said in an email Sunday, sharing 

her story only on the condition she and the 

father remain anonymous. 

Neither had any idea of what was to 

come. 

When McCollough’s youngest son, Ka-

son, 5, got the sniffles, she took him to be 

BY K.T. MCKEE

Staff Writer

Mayor, Dist. 3, 4 seats up for grabs; 
Early voting turnout is poor so far

Blackshear voters will 

go to the polls next Tues-

day, Nov. 2, to choose a new 

mayor and residents in dis-

tricts 3 and 4 will choose a 

new council member.

Current Mayor Pro-Tem 

and Fourth District Coun-

cilman Charles Broady and 

Former Mayor Pro-Tem and 

Former District 1 Council-

man Keith Brooks are fac-

ing each other in the race 

for mayor. Current mayor, 

Kevin Grissom, decided not 

to seek re-election. 

Political newcomer Seth 

Bagaria and Chuck Ward, a 

conductor for CSX, are run-

ning for the open District 3 

seat on the council. Incum-

bent Cassy Smith is moving 

out of the district and there-

fore did not seek re-election. 

District 3 is located in 

the center of the city. It in-

cludes the intersection of 

U.S. Highway 84, Hendry, 

Lee and Keller Streets (Five 

Points) and runs north 

along Hendry Street to Bar-

ney Street, then west on 

Barney Street to Pomeroy 

Street before turning north 

to Pine Street. The bound-

ary runs east along Pine 

Street to Hendry Street, 

then south to Strickland 

Avenue and then east to 

Gordon Street and north to 

its intersection with Carter 

Avenue. It continues east on 

Carter Avenue to Highway 

84, then along Highway Av-

enue back into Main Street 

before running southwest 

along NE Central Avenue to 

Repparde Street and then 

back to Highway Avenue. 

The area continues to High-

way 84 then southwest to 

the Five Points intersection.

District 4 candidates 

are Walter Dexter Britton 

and Theodore Mackey. The 

winner will succeed Broady, 

who is running for mayor.

District 4 is located in 

the western part of the city. 

It includes the far west city 

limit at Highway 84, then 

runs northwest along the 

city limit to Ware Street, 

where it continues along the 

western city limit to Strick-

land Avenue. The boundary 

continues along Strickland 

Avenue going east to Pome-

roy Street, then south to 

Blackshear 
voters go to 
polls Nov. 2

the power of prayer

Jessica Harris McCollough with her family, from left, Kameron, husband Chris, Kaleb and Kason at their Crawford Road home in 

Blackshear Sunday — only two days after being released from the hospital following a harrowing two-month battle against the 

coronavirus. 

McCollough, local wife, mom, surrogate 

mom, defies all odds against COVID-19

McCollough, 36, with her father, Bruce 

Harris, at Memorial Health University 

Medical Center earlier this month after 

waking up from a medically-induced coma 

and being taken off the Extracorporeal 

Membrane Oxygenation (ECMO) machine 

that had been her last chance at survival. 

She was discharged about 18 days later 

without the need for pulmonary therapy 

or physical rehab. 

TRICK OR TREAT in downtown 

Blackshear will be held starting at 6 p.m. 

this Thursday, October 28.Continued on Page 2

Continued on Page 5


