
An argument between a 
father and son resulted in a 
shooting and an arrest in the 
Walkerville area Monday eve-
ning.

Sheriff Ramsey Bennett 
said Eddie Clay Teston, 41, 
of a Patterson address and 
Ethan Teston, 20, of a Black-
shear address, became involved in an alter-
cation at the younger Teston’s home on Lee 

Continued on Page 5A

Graduation ceremonies for 
the Class of 2019 will take place 
this Friday, May 24, at Bear 
Stadium.

Top honor grads Michaela 
McSwain and Collin Hendley 
will lead the class of 2019. The 
commencement ceremony and 
delivery of diplomas will take place at 7 p.m. 
Contingency plans are in place for inclement 
weather. (See related story on Page 11A.)

The 235-member PCHS Class of 2019 in-
cludes 39 honor graduates. 

McSwain earned valedictorian honors, 
while Hendley is the salutatorian. 

McSwain is the daughter of Franne Sweet 

and Michael Mc-
Swain and she has 
a sister, Madi Mc-
Swain. 

While at PCHS, 
McSwain has been 
a member of the 

dance line and played alto saxophone in the 
symphonic band and the jazz band. She is a 
member of the Beta Club and Student Coun-
cil  and was voted “Most Intellectual” by her 
classmates. 

McSwain served on the Junior Board of 
Directors at First Southern Bank and has 
been active with the Lamplighters youth 

group and other ministries at First Baptist 
Church of Waycross.

McSwain plans to attend the University of 
Georgia, but has not yet decided on a major. 

“I don’t know whether I want to go into 
the medical fi eld or teaching,” she said. 

McSwain said she would like to go into the 
mission fi eld in the future. 

She cites her Granny, Zeda Eldridge Ma-
tich, as her inspiration to do well.

“She helped me become who I am today,” 
she said. “She leads with humility and kind-
ness and works diligently at everything she 
does.”

Continued on Page 11A

Class of 2019 will 
graduate Friday
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If you paid $1 for this paper off 
a news rack, we thank you! You 
can save $17 per year by having 
it delivered to your mailbox 
each week by subscribing online 
at theblacksheartimes.com or 
calling our offi ce at 449-6693.
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• Sears         • Kroger
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Beloved middle school 
student has died - Page 2A
Bailey Baldwin, PCMS 6th 
grader, died Saturday from 
complications related to a 
heart transplant fi ve years 
ago. Baldwin is remem-
bered for her bright smile.

Longtime councilman, 
Jerry Dixon, dies - Page 2A
Jerry Dixon, Blackshear 
council member for Dis-
trict 5, died Monday eve-
ning. Dixon is recalled for 
years of service to the 
local community.

The Blackshear Times
S

www.theblacksheartimes.com

 BLACKSHEAR, GEORGIA 31516  •  WEDNESDAY, MAY 22, 2019

 Liked by Many • Cussed by Some • Read by Them All
      44 PAGES, THREE SECTIONS150th YEAR  •  ISSUE 21 • $1 including tax

Hometown
newspaper of

Sula Fiske

IT’S A NEW CHAPTER

Parking will be limited at Friday night’s 
graduation ceremony. 

Construction of the new Pierce County 
High School take up much of the parking 
space on campus this year.

“We encourage car-pooling to the gradu-
ation ceremony as much as possible,” said 
PCHS principal Dara Bennett. “We are 
doing our best to make as much parking 
space available as we can for Friday’s cere-
mony. We ask for the public’s patience and 
understanding.”

Access to the campus will be available 
through both County Farm Road and New 
School Road.  

Police offi cers and high school staff will 
be on site to direct vehicles and control ac-
cess to the parking areas on campus.  

In addition to the paved parking lot, 
there will be some parking made available 
on the dirt and grass areas adjacent to the 
old high school, and behind the softball 
fi eld. Once parking lots are full, they will 
be closed.  

School offi cials emphasize that all ac-
cess to the parking lots at the high school 
will be made via the County Farm Road 
entrance. The public is also reminded that 
the new high school construction site has a 
continuous fence in place between the sta-
dium and school parking lot and there will 
be no access to the campus.  

Anyone parking on the shoulder of the 
new stretch of County Farm Road will not 
be able to walk through the construction 

Continued on Page 11A

SLOW DOWN: 

Slow down! It’s for the children.
A recent traffi c study conducted at the 

PCMS school zone, Hwy. 84 and County 
Farm Road school zone, and in front of BES 
revealed hundreds of people are driving at 
least 10 miles over the posted speed limit 
during the day.

The City of Blackshear and Board of 
Education agreed jointly to the study con-
ducted by RedSpeed Georgia, a company 
that provides speed detection cameras and 
software. Local offi cials have been consid-
ering the cameras as one of many recently 
discussed solutions for school zone safety 
concerns, particularly at the intersection 
of County Farm Road and Hwy. 84 where 
longtime fi refi ghter Johnnie Anderson was 
struck while directing traffi c last month.

RedSpeed reported 511 speeders 
Continued on Page 5A

At left, Daniela Plata, Eliana Avila, Mildred Herrera wave goodbye as 
they tour BES for the last time as students. At right, Cassie Cornelius 

sets up a selfi e with fellow honor graduates, l-r, Megan Cason, Kylee 
Royer, Madison Puryear and Mackenzie Davis.

BY JASON DEAL

Staff  Writer

Traffi c study exposes super 
speeders in front of PCMS 
and at County Farm, Hwy. 84

Shots fi red in 
family dispute

Parking limited, carpool for graduation

McSwain, Hendley top list 
of 39 Honor Graduates

PCHS honor graduate, Benjamin Strait, suits up in his graduation re-
galia with the help of his mom, Alison, while his father, Tom, looks on.  

Michaela McSwain Collin Hendley

Drivers fl y 
by schools 
at all hours

Ethan Teston
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