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Wright asked city council to
intervene with mayor in July

Council may have been 

shocked at the outbursts 

at the Thursday night city 

council meeting, but they 

have been aware of friction 

between the town’s mayor 

and top lawman for several 

weeks.

Police Chief Chris Wright 

sent all council members an 

email in late July outlin-

ing his concerns at delays 

in getting a school resource 

officers agreement finalized 
and outlining specific alle-

gations against Blackshear 

Mayor Dick Larson.

“I feel any personal con-

versations I have with May-

or Larson have the poten-

tial to create an even more 

hostile work environment,” 

wrote Wright. “Over the past 

several months, I have tried 

to avoid direct interaction 

with Mayor Larson to avoid 

any further conflict. Now, it 
appears that a simple meet-

ing can’t be conducted with-

out me seeking his blessing 

even after my concerns have 
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By Sarah Tarr Gove

News Editor

You may be living next 

door to a math whiz. Or, 
perhaps you are one!

Pierce County Schools 

have much to be proud 

of. High school geome-

try scores are first in the 
state, according to 2018 

Georgia Milestones data 

released last month.

Local high school stu-

dents aren’t the only ones 

with strong math skills. 

Fifth grade math scores 

were first in region and 
second in the state.

Pierce County ranked 

among the top in the state 

in every subject area, and 

outranked area schools on 

the standardized test this 
past spring. 

The Okefenokee Re-

gional Education Services 

Area (RESA)  includes At-

kinson, Bacon, Brantley, 

Charlton, Clinch, Coffee, 

Pierce and Ware. There 

are 202 school districts in 

the state.

Scores for third, fourth 

and fifth grade elementary 
schools here were among 

the Top 12 in the state in 

every subject except third 

grade English/Language 

Arts (ELA) which came in 

29th. 

Continued on Page 2

By Sarah Tarr Gove

News Editor

The school year is in full swing now, 

but teachers aren’t the only ones keep-

ing a close eye on your kids.

With 31 bus routes to run each day 

and 43 buses to maintain, Pierce Coun-

ty’s transportation team is busy all day 

and their number one priority is stu-

dent safety.

Driving a school bus is a hot, bumpy, 

loud — yes, your children make some 

noise on the bus — and often thankless 

job.  

Parents and other drivers on the 

road can help make a bus driver’s job 

easier by following some simple rules. 

Here’s 10 things every bus driver wish-

es you knew:

1. Wait off the roadway — Help 

bus drivers keep your children safe by 

following state law and waiting 12 feet 

off the roadway at the bus stop. Keep 

your children at a safe distance, too, un-

til it’s time for them to board the bus.

2. Don’t board the bus — Don’t 

get on the bus with your kids. It’s 

against the law. And, your chats with 

the driver, friendly or otherwise, can 

distract the driver from watching over 

your children the way he/she is trained 

to do. 

If you need to talk with the driver 

about the route or something that hap-

pened on your child’s bus, request their 

phone number from the school, board 

office or transportation department. 
Just make sure to call after 8:30 a.m. 

or after 5 p.m. when the driver has fin-

ished the morning or afternoon route.

3. Get to the stop early — Driv-

ers really like for you to bring your 

children to the stop early, at least 10 

minutes ahead of time. A little leeway 

helps them get everyone seated on the 

bus and ready to go as soon as the bus 

needs to pull away.

4. Don’t chase the bus or try to 

beat it to another stop — Everyone 

has those days when the alarm didn’t 

go off, breakfast was burned or some 

other mishap occurred and you didn’t 

make the stop on time, but chasing the 

bus is not safe, neither is trying to beat 

the bus to its next stop. 

Drivers keep careful track of the 

number of students who enter and exit 

at each stop and they don’t need par-

ents messing up the system. Instead, 

call the school or bus shop. They may be 

able to reroute another bus your way.

5. Your child can win prizes for 

good behavior on the bus — Bus 

drivers participate with the school dis-

trict’s Positive Behavior Intervention 

System (PBIS). If your children are 

observed following the BUS rules — 

being respectful, using self-control and 

being safe at all times — their driver 

will award them a “caught being awe-

some” ticket and they’ll be entered into 

a school drawing for prizes. 
Continued on Page 2

Cameron Bennett and Savannah Barrs walk hand in hand to their bus at Blackshear Elementary School. Photo by Sarah Tarr Gove

Donna Dixon (far left), Syca-
more Tree President, reviews 
the process for stuffing food 
bags to teachers and administra

A long-simmering dispute 

between Blackshear Mayor 

Dick Larson and Police Chief 

Chris Wright finally boiled 
over into a heated pub-

lic exchange at Black-

shear’s City Council 

meeting Thursday 

night.

Wright made what 

appeared to be a rou-

tine request to the 

council to approve 

purchase of new ser-

vice weapons for his 

department when the 

mayor lashed out.

It escalated from 

there.

Larson said he took 

no issue with the pur-

chase of new guns, 

which were later ap-

proved unanimously 

by council, but was 

upset because he said Wright 

did not discuss the matter 

with him prior to the meet-

ing.

“Why didn’t you come to 

me with it?,” Larson asked. 

“Tell the truth!”

What has apparently been 

several months of bad blood 

then came to a head.

Wright began detailing a 

recent incident between he 

and the mayor. The deterio-

rating working relationship 

between the two men has led 

to tense times around city 

hall.

Larson reportedly 

came out of his office 
in city hall recently, 

after Wright had left 

the building, and said 

aloud, “This place sure 

smells better since 

that low-down piece of 

(expletive) is gone.”

The mayor report-

edly later apologized 
to clerks there for his 

profane comment.

That, The Times 

has learned, is one 

of several incidents 

where, according to 

Wright, Larson has 

been abusive.

It’s been an unfor-

tunate turn for two 

men who were once close.

Larson and Wright had 

a warm, amiable working 

partnership for the first four 
years Larson served as may-

or. Larson leaned heavily 

on Wright’s experience and 

knowledge of the workings 

of city government. The re-

lationship soured, however, 

shortly after a state insur-

ance investigation of alleged 
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10 THINGS
every school bus driver wants you to know

Bus driver Steven Hodge makes sure the 
bus stop sign is in working order.

Mayor, Chief
dispute erupts

All you want to know
about the Bears!

The 2018 edition of the Pierce 

County High School Bears kicks off 

their home opener this Friday night 

at Bear Stadium and you can look 

inside this issue to find loads of pho-

tos and stories about your favorite 

team. Section B has 36 pages of “in-

side scoop” on the offense, defense, 

special teams, season outlook and a 

whole lot more. Don’t miss photos 

and stories about the reigning state 

champion Cheerleaders, the Sound 

of Silver band and the 2018 PCHS 

Lady Bears softball team, too. Turn 

to Page 6 for photos and details on 

Friday night’s resounding road vic-

tory the Bears got against McIntosh 

County as well. Our thanks go to 

PCHS photographer Chandler Wat-

son and Times sports photographer, 

Jennifer Carter Johnson, for their su-

perb photo work.

School test scores
here top the state

Mayor Larson

Chief Wright

Casey Davis has made it 

home from the hospital, but still 

faces a “very long” recovery time 

from a June acci-

dent that severed 

his arm. 

“We are 

thankful he is 

home, but he is 

still recovering 

and he is looking 

at a very long 

recovery time,” said his moth-

er, Carol Davis. “We don’t know 

if he will ever regain use of his 

arm, but we are hopeful. We 

are thankful to all involved who 

have helped him.”

Davis, 28, was driving a 2003 

GMC Sierra north on Gordon 

Street near Truth Tabernacle 

Church in June. He reportedly 

struck a 2014 John Deere tractor 

with a planter rig, driven by a 16 

year old juvenile. The collision 

caused the entire driver’s side 

of his truck to be ripped away. 

Davis’ left arm was severed in 

the accident and he fell onto the 

roadway.

An off-duty EMT and several 

passersby rushed to Davis’ aid, 

rendering treatment credited 

with saving his life. 

Davis was flown to an Augus-

ta hospital where he underwent 

about nine hours of surgery to 

reattach his arm. He was re-

leased recently.

Davis will be facing addition-

al surgeries. He is employed as 

a tower climber. He and his wife 

have two sons. Those wishing 

to donate to a GoFundMe page 

may do so by logging on to www.

gofundme.com/casey039s-recov-

ery?member=289724.

(Editor’s note: A story last 

week mistakenly said Davis was 

“recovered,” rather than recover-

ing. We regret the error.)

Casey Davis is home, with a long way to go

Casey Davis was reported to have had his arm out the 
driver window of this pickup when he reportedly struck a 
tractor and planters on Gordon Street back in early June.

Casey Davis

Lingering problems burst into open
with heated words at council meeting


